
 

MARCH MASTER  
GARDENER MONTHLY MEET-

ING 
 
WHEN:    Tuesday,  
                  March 20, 2018 
TIME:       2:00-4:00 pm 
WHERE:  Burnet County           
       AgriLife Extension Office 
        607 N. Vandeveer,  
                  Burnet 
SPEAKERS: Wade Hibler &  
  Ellen Ely 
TOPIC:     From Garden to Garden: 
 Amend Your Soil/Mend Your 
 Soul (More Info on page 8) 

 
Refreshments will follow the pro-

gram prior to the business meeting.   
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What’s Inside 

Spring is when 
you feel like whis-
tling even with a 
shoe full of slush   

—Doug Larson 

 

G ood day fellow Master Gar-
deners! 

As we are just finishing our Valen-
tine’s month, I would like to en-
courage each and every one of 
you to write someone a love 
letter. This would not be a text, 
not an e-mail, an actual letter that 
you get in the mail. I want to hear 
how it made you feel and even 
more important, how it made the 
recipient of your letter feel! Have 
fun with it! 
 
March brings some great activi-
ties. March 6th is the first plant 
sale at the Burnet Middle School. 
See pages 4 & 8 for details. March 
24th is our 20th Annual Lawn & Gar-
den Show (see page 6). Every 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
the Helping Center is calling for 
volunteers in the garden. I hope 
you’ll take some time to partici-
pate in these opportunities.  

 
It’s that time of year when all of 
you are cutting back your dead 
“stuff”, putting vegetables in the 
ground, watching your fruit trees 
start to bloom, red buds are smil-
ing, so many wonderful adven-
tures ahead this spring. I just no-
ticed today my Lantana are break-
ing out some pretty green 
leaves!!! I wish you all some happy 
times in your gardens! 
 
Don’t forget to bring something to 
donate for the silent auction at the 
Lawn & Garden Show to our next 
meeting on Tuesday, March 20th. 
We will be grouping like items and 
putting together baskets to bid on 
at the show! See page 2 for de-
tails. Thank you all ahead of time 
for all that you do to make our 
Lawn and Garden Show a success! 
 
Blessings, 

 
Irene 
 
Irene.dauphin@yahoo.com 
254 498 6009 
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Greek Lemon Chicken and Potatoes 
(recipe submitted by Allison Bennett) 

 

Ingredients 
4 boneless chicken breasts, cut in half  1 T. kosher salt 
1 T. dried oregano     1 tsp. freshly ground pepper 
2 tsp. fresh rosemary     ¼ tsp. cayenne pepper 
½ c. lemon juice     1/3 c. olive oil 
6 cloves garlic, minced (5 tsp. dried) 
8 red potatoes, peels on, quartered (OR 3 Russet potatoes, peeled and quartered) 
2/3 c. chicken broth 
Chopped fresh oregano for garnish 
 

Directions: 
1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Lightly oil a large roasting pan. 
2. Cut up potatoes and boil for 15 minutes. 
3. Place chicken pieces in large bowl. Season with salt, oregano, pepper, rosemary, and cayenne pepper. 

Add fresh lemon juice, olive oil, and garlic. 
4. Place potatoes in bowl with the chicken; stir together until chicken and potatoes are evenly coated with 

marinade. 
5. Transfer chicken pieces to prepared roasting pan, reserving marinade. Distribute potato pieces among 

chicken breasts. Drizzle with 2/3 c. chicken broth. Spoon remainder of marinade over chicken and pota-
toes. 

6. Place in preheated oven for 20 minutes. Toss chicken and potatoes; continue baking another 10 
minutes.  

Something New This Year  
at the  

Lawn & Garden Show 
 

A Silent Auction 
 

We are calling on members to contribute to the silent auction this year at our show.  The auction will be 
replacing the rafflling off of items we have done in years past.  We are asking for donations from local 
businesses, show vendors and HLMGA members.  We will be accepting these donations, items and/or 
money, at the next membership meeting on March 20, 2018. 
 
Please contact Roxanne Dunegan if you have someone who would like to make a donation.  phone# 512-
756-9396, email: roxdunegan@gmail.com. 
 
Please note that the quilt will be the only raffled off item and we appreciate all members who help sell 
these raffle tickets.  Contact Susan Montgomery for tickets. 

mailto:roxdunegan@gmail.com
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REGISTRATION IS 

OPEN! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To all our Texas Master Gardeners:  

Come join Master Gardeners from all over Texas for this exceptional conference! We are celebrating 
our 40th Birthday and the Texas Master Gardener Earth-Kind® Garden within the Leach Teaching 
Gardens, part of The Gardens at Texas A&M University. This conference will be THREE FULL DAYS! 

 

Register before December 31, 2017 and get our SPECIAL EARLY-BIRD Pricing* of $255 

 

Visit our website to see our amazing lineup of special events, speakers, workshops, and tours!  

 

THIS WILL BE A CONFERENCE LIKE NO OTHER! 

 

APRIL 4-6, 2018 

TEXAS A&M CAMPUS, COLLEGE STATION 

 

BONUS! 

 

All registrations received by Dec 31, 2017 will be entered into a drawing for 3 Extra Special prizes! 

• One night stay at any of our listed hotels during the conference 

• Exclusive Master Gardener embossed denim messenger bag  

Basket of specially chosen Master Gardener "surprise" gifts 

Conference Website 

 
 

 
*price increases to $285 on Jan 1, 2018  

REGISTER FOR THE 2018 TMGA CONFERENCE 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TexasMasterGardeners/7ec15dab80/9830094b95/70aa49b9e6
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TexasMasterGardeners/7ec15dab80/9830094b95/91047c6689
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TexasMasterGardeners/7ec15dab80/9830094b95/91047c6689
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TexasMasterGardeners/7ec15dab80/9830094b95/aa6929633b
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?TexasMasterGardeners/7ec15dab80/9830094b95/b580677984


(Project Pics & Updates continued on page 5) 
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Project Pics and Updates 

Photos by Andy Doerfler 

At the February MG Meeting 

Photo by Lavona  Fry 

After a three month sabbatical, our 2018 year started off with a bang.  Inclimate weather forced us to 
reschedule our January program and it was well worth the wait!  Trisha Shirey, frequent guest on Cen-
tral Texas Gardener, delivered one hour of amazing gardening information.  Having been in the horti-
culture business for about 35 years, Ms. Shirey, a seasoned speaker, has a plethora of valuable 
knowledge to share.  Over 70 HLMGA members took copious amount of notes on the flavorful subject 
of herbs.  Her presentation -  Herbs for All Seasons and All Reasons - dealt with every aspect of growing 
herbs and their many uses.   

Trisha is leaving her home at Lake Austin Spa after over 30 years of service.  Fortunately for us, this was 
her final presentation in the central Texas area prior to relocating to Hereford, Texas. Thank you Trisha 
Shirey and we wish you the very best in your next season of life. 

Burnet Middle School Greenhouse Project 

There is a lot of work preparing for the BMS green-
house spring sale on March 6th. We pulled thousands 
of seedlings that were planted into 6 packs and 4 inch 
pots.  We had some hard workers and the greenhouse 
is overflowing but we still have lot of seedling trays to 
plant. MG's please remember to bring some boxes with 
you when you come to the sale. 
L to R: Linda Poerner, Josie Overton, Keith Atwood, 
Christina Nabors, Willard Horn, Carolyn Crouchet, Ron 
Wall, Lavona Fry, Marsha Whatley, Rose Lackey and 
Greenhouse teacher, Shelly Townsend. 
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Congratulations! 
 To Violet Carson for her award certificate for 11 years of  

membership in HLMGA.  
 
 To David Waldo on his “about to be amazing” 

veggie garden! 

(Project Pics & Updates continued from page 4) 

2018 Class of Associates—The Year of the Bee 

It’s the 20th anniversary of the Highland Lakes Master Gardener Association 
and Wade Hibler who was instrumental in creating the association was there to 
usher in the new class. He introduced AgriLife and discussed collecting soil sam-
ples.  Wade was filling in for Kelly Tarla who is on Maternity leave.  We appreci-
ated his help very much.    
 
In addition to Wade, most of the board was present and was introduced by Diana Virdell, who is one of 
the coordinators. The board’s presence and support was greatly appreciated.   A special Thank You goes 
to Allison Bennett and her husband for taking the associates pictures and getting them into the year-
book.  It was an amazing feat and very appreciated.  Sue Lilley was also instrumental in helping me get 
the associates information into the Volunteer Tracking System.  Her help was very appreciated.   
The 2018 Certification Class consists of 18 associates, four mentors and three coordinators!  It certainly 
took a village to get this class rolling! With that in mind, I’d like to thank David Burke, Lida Woodul, Car-
olyn Stephens, David Waldo, Christy Stephens, and Diana Virdell for volunteering many hours to make 
this class work so well.       
 
The first class was smooth sailing thanks to all of the people listed above.  The second class week we 
had Bob Rose talk about Weather and Dr Frank Caramanica discuss Geology.  Both gave excellent talks 
but we had to cancel our first field trip to Reveille Peak Ranch due to cold and rainy weather.  David 
Burke and David Waldo filled in with short programs on “Cover Crops” and “Using AgriLife Re-
sources.”  Afterwards, Carolyn and Christy Stephens and I described volunteer projects we chair.  The 
third class is on March 1 and the topics are “Water in the Hill Country” and  “Soil and Composting”  
 
The theme is the “Year of the Bee” and we are incorporating “Bees” in many of our activities.  We are 
excited about a great year and I hope to keep the membership informed on everything we are doing.     
 
By Amy Parke      
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Fireplace Wood Ash 
If you’re new to the area, let us give you a word of wisdom about wood ash from the fireplace. It’s not 
necessary to spread ash on the lawn or in the garden because for the most part, our soil is plenty alka-
line. As you noticed we said for the most part. After you have done your soil test, if you need to lower 
your pH a little, wood ash is great. Wood ash (not to be confused with coal ash) is about half to two-thirds 
the calcium carbonate equivalency of lime. 

 
Invasives 
Malta Star Thistle (Centaurea melitensis) is a nemesis of an invasive. Common to the Texas Hill Country, 
this plant can suffocate your yard, garden, and wildflowers. For photos of this nemesis go to http://
sherylsmithrodgers.blogspot.com/2015/02/dastardly-malta-star-thistle.html Sheryl Smith-Rodgers, a Tex-
as Hill Country native, has photos that differentiate the “good guys” from the bad.  
Before Malta Star Thistle goes to seed, pull it out of the ground, root and all. Be careful there is not a cac-
tus behind you to fall on. These bad guys are incredibly stubborn at times. “Early detection and eradica-
tion soon after discovery will increase the likelihood of controlling a Malta star thistle infestation.” (Forest 
Service) Although the thistle is a beautiful bloom, it’s benefits are short term. According to Sheryl and 
Forest Service, the seeds “can remain viable for up to 10 years.” Forest Service states that one flower 
can produce 1 to 60 seeds. 
 

Bluebonnets 
Have you seen the bluebonnet sprouts peeking out? Now is the time to mow. No, not mow the bluebon-
net sprouts, mow the dead grass, bunch grass. We lower the blade on the mower to just above the 
sprouts creating a nice clean landscape for the wildflowers to flourish. And also, so we can enjoy them 
better. It’s so cool how God has the wildflowers timed. Each group or species that grows is just a little tall-
er than the flowers that are about to expire. This allows for the windflowers to go to seed while we still en-
joy the beauty of nature’s bouquet. Don’t you think that’s really awesome? 
Remember: DO NOT FERTILIZE YOUR BLUEBONNET LANDSCAPES!! Dad had acres of bluebonnets 
and last year didn’t have but several flowers bloom out of 1000s. Learn from our mistakes. Remember 
don’t fertilize.  
Gentle Reminders: 
Do not be fooled by the day-to-day weather, remember the season. 

 
February-March Duties  
• Plant cold tolerant vegetables: Asparagus, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, 

celery, English peas, onions, potatoes, Swiss chard and strawberries for harvest spring. 

• Check your sprinkler systems. Is your drainage how you want it? 

• Are your blades sharp on your mower? Hoes? Pruning shears? 

• Are you turning your compost pile or bin? 

• Hummingbird feeders clean? We only have a few more weeks until they start arriving! 

• Feed and water the birds. 
 

Keep your souls and soles in your garden! 

Remember the True Master Gardener: Jesus said, “I am the vine; my Father is the Gardener.” John 15:1 

Luedecke Lessons 
By Bill and Martelle Luedecke 

Have questions or comments? Contact Bill at bill@texasland.net  
Or contact Martelle Luedecke at Luedeckephotography@gmail.com 

http://sherylsmithrodgers.blogspot.com/2015/02/dastardly-malta-star-thistle.html
http://sherylsmithrodgers.blogspot.com/2015/02/dastardly-malta-star-thistle.html
mailto:bill@texasland.net


Volume 19,  Issue 3           Page  8 

More About the Program for March 

 Our upcoming monthly program will feature Wade Hibler 
(former Burnet County Agricultural and Natural Resource 
Agent) and his wife Ellen Ely (Pastor - First United Methodist 
Church Marble Falls).  Wade and Ellen will present "From Gar-
den to Garden:  Amend Your Soil / Mend Your Soul".  With nu-
merous Bible references dealing with cultivating the soil, sow-
ing seeds, watering, fruit trees, vineyards, weed control, prun-
ing, and Sunshine vs. darkness; this uplifting presentation will 
surely fill your heart with the tools your head and hands need 
for a bountiful harvest! 

 
Will see you all on March 20, 2018, at 2 pm. 
Address: 607 NORTH Vanderveer; Burnet 78611 

 

Of Interest to Members!!! 

 

FOR ALL HLMGA PROJECT CHAIRS 

HLMGA project chairs are invited to a special afternoon with the new associates on March 8, from 12:30-
2:30 to discuss their projects and recruit volunteers.  We are not doing a “top 5” but giving all project 
chairs time to talk and answer questions so volunteers understand requirements and can learn about op-
portunities.  Call or email Amy Parke to reserve your time.  254-833-2720; steveamyparke@yahoo.com.   

BMS PRIVATE PLANT SALE 

Come to Burnet Middle School Greenhouse on March 6 from 8:30-4:00 to buy all sorts of plants at the pre-
sale exclusive to HLMGA members and Burnet teachers. Plants are inexpensive and healthy—ready for 
your garden. The public sale is scheduled for March 22. 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR 2018 SPECIALIST TRAINING SEMINARS 

Master Gardener Irrigation Efficiency Specialist Training, March 26-28, Dallas, TX. For additional infor-
mation: http://wateruniversity.tamu.edu/courses/  

Master Gardener Rainwater Harvesting Training, April 30-May 2, Dallas, TX. For additional information: 
http://wateruniversity.tamu.edu/courses/  

Greenhouse Management Specialist Course, May 23-25, Kerrville, TX. For additional information please 
contact Duane Robinson 936-355-8215 or ddrobinson55@hotmail.com .  

REMINDER—WE HAVE A CHANGE IN TIME & LOCATION FOR MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Meetings will begin at 2:00 pm and we will meet at the AgriLife Extension Office in Burnet. The program 
will begin promptly at 2:00. Refreshments and business meeting will follow the program. See you there! 

x-apple-data-detectors://3
x-apple-data-detectors://3
tel:254-833-2720
mailto:steveamyparke@yahoo.com
http://wateruniversity.tamu.edu/courses/
http://wateruniversity.tamu.edu/courses/


 

 

 

A crobat ants usually nest outdoors under stones or in dead wood such as firewood, tree stumps, 
dead tree branches, or hollow tree cavities. Because they are found in similar habitats, acrobat 

ants are sometimes confused with carpenter ants.  Indoors they can nest in foam insulating board or 
water damaged wood.  Acrobat ants get their name from the act of raising their abdomen over their 

thorax when in defensive posture which makes the ants 
look similar to circus acrobats. 

Acrobat ants have a reddish-brown head and thorax with a 
dark blue-black abdomen.  The abdomen is a distinctive 
heart-shape.  Acrobat ants primarily feed on honeydew pro-
duced by aphids and can often be seen tending honeydew 
producers on plants.  They will sometimes use overhanging 
tree branches or power lines to enter homes in search of 
food.   

Outdoors, acrobat ants are usually not a problem directly. 
They can be seen as a problem in that they will protect 
honeydew producers from predators and parasites.  You 
can use this to your advantage by using the acrobat ants as 
a monitoring tool to watch if you have honeydew producers 
on your plants.   

To avoid a home invasion by acrobats follow these tips: 

• Remove tree stumps & dead limbs from trees 

• Trim back branches overhanging or touching the roof 

• Fill tree cavities with sand 

• Do not store firewood in or near the home 

• Keep weather stripping around doors & windows in good repair 

• Seal around pipe penetrations with caulk or expanding foam 

• Fix any water leaks 

• Replace water damaged wood on the structure 

• Spray around the foundation of the home- select a product labeled for ants 

 

For more information or help with identification, contact  Wizzie Brown, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
Program Specialist at 512 854 9600.  Check out my blog at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com 

The information given herein is for educational purposes only.  Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding 

that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service or the Texas A&M AgriLife Research is implied. 

Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. 
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Acrobat Ants 
by Wizzie Brown, Texas A&M AgriLife 

Extension Service Program Specialist 

http://www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com/
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   APPROVED MASTER GARDENER ADVANCED TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR MARCH 2018 

From the MG Membership Committee 

Nunnally, Stuart, DDS, “Healthy Garden, Healthy Food, Healthy Body”, Friday, March 2, 1:30 pm, at the 
 First Baptist Church, 3435 Highway 1431, Kingsland, sponsored by the Kingsland Garden Club 

Pope, Mary Kay, Horticulturalist at Backbone Nursery, “Tomato Tips”, Saturday, March 3, 2:00 pm, at Back-
 bone Valley Nursery, 4201 FM Rd 1980, Marble Falls 

Horn, Willard, Master Gardener, “Composting Made Easy”, Wednesday, March 7, 12:00 noon, at the Kingsland 
 Library, 125 Polk St., Kingsland, sponsored by the Master Gardener Green Thumb Program 

Childers, Sammye, Master Naturalist and Native Plant Society, “Landscaping with Native Plants”, Thursday, 
 March 8, 1:30 pm, at the Marble Falls Library, 101 Main, Marble Falls sponsored by the Highland Lakes 
 Garden Club 

Harris, Tom, Master Gardener, “You’re in Texas Now! Conservation Is A Way of Life!”, Saturday, March 10, 
 9:00-11:30 am (2.5 hrs credit), at the San Antonio Botanical Garden, 555 Funston Pl, San Antonio, spon
 sored by SAWS, Fee = $25, pre-registration required at:      
  https://ww076.blackbaudhosting.com/22076/Youre-in-TX-now-Workshop-tentative-date  

Pope, Mary Kay, “Veggie Gardening I”, Saturday, March 10, 2:00 pm, at Backbone Valley Nursery, 4201 FM 
 Rd 1980, Marble Falls 

Mione, Bob, Manager, Meadow Nature Preserve, “Restoring Vegetation at the Meadow Nature Preserve”, Satur-
 day, March 17, 1:30 pm, at the Marble Falls Library, 101 Main, Marble Falls sponsored by the Native 
 Plant Society of Texas 

Pope, Mary Kay, “Veggie Gardening II”, Saturday, March 17, 2:00 pm, at Backbone Valley Nursery, 4201 FM 
 Rd 1980, Marble Falls 

Rose, Peter R, Geologist, “Influence of Geology on Wineries of the Texas Hill Country”, Wednesday, March 
 21, 2:00-3:30 pm (1.5 hr credit), at TTU Higher Education Teaching Site, 2818 E. US Hwy 290, Freder-
 icksburg, OLLI sponsored program, Fee = $30, pre-registration required at: www.olli.ttu.edu  

Hamilton, Cheryl, “Plants Misbehaving … Native Solutions”, Friday, March 23, 9:00 am-12:00 noon (3 hr 
 credit), at San Antonio Botanical Garden, 555 Funston Pl., San Antonio. Sponsored by SAWS, Fee = 25, 
 pre-registration required at:          
 wwws://22076.blackbaudhosting.com/22076/Plants-Misbehaving--Native-Solutions 

Pope, Mary Kay, “Deer Resistant Plants”, Saturday, March 24, 2:00 pm, at Backbone Valley Nursery, 4201 FM 
 Rd 1980, Marble Falls 

Highland Lakes Master Gardener Lawn and Garden Show Presentations, Saturday, March 24 : 

 9:30 Ricky Lane, “Tomatoes 101”         
 10:30 Rose Lackey, “Propagation”         
 11:30 Sheryl Yantis, “Let’s Talk Butterflies”       
 12:30 Amy Parke, “Herbs for Central Texas”       
 1:30 Linda Wells: “Fun With What We Grow” 

 Each = 1 hr credit, at the Burnet Community Center, 401 E. Jackson, Burnet 

Teeter, Bill, Water Conservation Specialist, Department of Community Services, City of Horseshoe Bay, “Water 
 Conservation: How and Why It Matters in the Quality of Your Life!”, Thursday, March 29, 2:00-3:30 
 pm (1.5 hr credit), at Higher Education Teaching Site, 806 Steve Hawkins Pkwy, Marble Falls, OLLI 
 sponsored program, Fee = $30, pre-registration required at: www.olli.ttu.edu 

Pope, Mary Kay, “Growing Roses – Varieties and Culture”, Saturday, March 31, 2:00 pm, at Backbone Valley 
 Nursery, 4201 FM Rd 1980, Marble Falls 


