
 

MAY MASTER  
GARDENER MONTHLY MEET-

ING 
 
WHEN:    Tuesday,  
                  May 15, 2018 
TIME:       2:00-4:00 pm 
WHERE:  Burnet County           
       AgriLife Extension Office 
        607 N. Vandeveer,  
                  Burnet 
 
SPEAKER: TBD 
TOPIC:     TBD  
  

 
Refreshments will follow the pro-

gram prior to the business meeting.   
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What’s Inside 

“The love of garden-
ing is a seed once 
sown that never 

dies.”  
—Gertrude Jekyll 

 

Greetings fellow Master Gar-
deners, 

Flowers are blooming, vege-
tables in our gardens are 
growing, and Master Garden-
ers are busy everywhere! 
What a wonderful group of 
people I have the pleasure of 
knowing. Each and every one 
of you have come to be a 
Master Gardener for many 
different reasons. Now, here 
we are making a difference in 
many people’s lives.  Share 
your love for gardening with 
others and the love for gar-
dening will spread through-
out the community.  
 
I had the pleasure of spend-
ing three days at the TMGA 
State conference in College 

Station with Suzy Rowley, Val 
Klaudt, Missy Henneke, Leslie 
Johnston, and Ricky Lane. 
Each of us thoroughly en-
joyed the Keynote speakers 
and the breakout sessions. 
We also decided that we have 
to submit some of our pro-
jects and people for awards 
next year. We have projects 
and worker bees that ROCK 
the world! 
 
I feel so blessed to be a part 
of this organization. Thank 
you for allowing me to serve.  
Blessings, 
 
Irene 
 
Irene.dauphin@yahoo.com 
254 498 6009 
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David Gibby & the Birth of the Master Gardener Program 

By Leslie Johnston, Master Gardener 

While there were many special speakers and programs at the 2018 TMGA Con-
ference in College Station, one of the most memorable for me was David Gib-
by, the Co-Founder of the Master Gardener Program.  Gibby is a plant physiolo-
gist and horticulturalist with multiple degrees including a PhD from Utah State 
University.  In the fall of 1971, he was hired as the Area Extension Agent in King 
and Pierce Counties for Washington State University where he and fellow Ag 
Agent William Scheer began the very first Master Gardener Program. 
The MG program birthed from necessity, not a plan.  As an Ag Agent, Gibby would return to the office each 
day and be handed a pile of pink slips of phone call messages for him to return.  He quickly learned there 
were not enough hours in the day or work week to return even a fraction of these calls, so many of them 
were trashed. Feeling disturbed about this, he pondered the problem and developed the idea of tapping ex-
pert gardeners in the region to use as volunteers. He and Bill Scheer slowly proposed the idea of a gardening 
clinic to develop and screen these gardener volunteers. While met with significant bureaucratic resistance, 
the first gardening clinic at Tacoma Mall had 300 interested participants who were later screened to 150 of 
the best volunteers. The pink phone message slips were then responded to by this group of expert gardeners. 
Thus, the birth of the Master Gardener Program. 
Some of the things learned.  Everyone who was inspired to participate became bigger than the sum of the 
parts. There was awesome wonder in the quality of the people just out of the shoot and their contribution to 
make a better world. It showed evidence of the multiplier effect with a few people quickly touching thou-
sands of folks in various ways. Most people liked to help someone else. And, the attitude of I am only one 
person, quickly turned to I can do something, and ultimately service has its reward beyond what one can im-
agine. 
The Master Gardener Program system works and today serves hundreds of thousands of folks nationwide 
based on the implementation of this volunteer model first used in 1972.  It functions on the qualities of kind-
ness and goodness and provides millions of dollars of service every year.   “Thank You” David Gibby and Bill 
Scheer for your advocacy of volunteerism and vision for a better world!  Oh, by the way, Gibby’s motto is 
“Mulch, and thou shalt not weed.” 

The Highland Lakes Master Gardeners were treated to an interesting presentation on many 
aspects of the genus Papaver—commonly known as poppies.  Master gardener Willard Horn 
delivered a colorful and informative program to his peers on Tuesday, April 17th, in Bur-
net.  Mr. Horn shared the benefits of growing poppies "They are deer, rabbit, and disease re-
sistant, butterfly & bee friendly, easy to grow, like to multiply & hybridize, and are just plain 
beautiful".  HLMGA members felt they were back in high school when Mr. Horn passed out a 

True / False Pop Quiz during his course! 

Did you know that you can purchase organic poppy seeds at HEB, but it 

is illegal to grow them!!  

Allison Bennett (artist), Mary Doerfler (VP), Willard Horn 

(Presenter), Jean Horn (technical support). Photos by Andy Doerfler 



(Project Pics & Updates continued on page 4) 
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Project Pics and Updates 

Photo by Lavona Fry 

HARTH Workday 

There was a scheduled workday at 
Harth on April 20th. We got a lot 
of trimming done and Greg served 
up a nice hot dog lunch to those 
who participated. 
 
Left to right Kerry Nuquist, Lavona 
Fry, Greg Cockrill, Manena Rueffer 
and Kay Jarvis. Not pictured are 
Kay's friend and Betty Ward. 

Marble Falls Elementary School: 

Come Grow with Us Project 

Ingredients:  
Friday, April 20, 2018 
Helping Center Garden  
Farmer Ricky and Friends at the HC Garden 
Ms. Burget and her Kindergarten Class from Marble Falls Elementary 

School  
HLMGA Interns:  Farmer Susan, Farmer Susan, Farmer Bob 
HLMaster Gardeners:  Farmer Granny Diana, Farmer Bonnie, Farmer Susan 
HLMaster Naturalist:  Farmer David  
Mom Volunteer 
Beautiful Day  
Canned Food Donations for the Helping Center 

Procedure:   
Walk from MFES to the Helping Center Garden.  Stir in Backbone Creek Ob-
servations, Songs Along the Way  
Tour the Gardens -- checking out all the raised beds, the composting bins, 
the Keyhole Garden, the Bug Bungalow, the Worm Condos, the Japanese 
Ring Gardens, the DUCKS, the flower garden 
"Drive" wheelbarrows of mulch to the raised bed walkways 
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(Project Pics & Updates continued from page 3) 

Dump mulch and spread/ rake  
Drink bottled water / recycle bottles 
Breathe fresh air 
Smile  
Love Life 

 
End Result:  

Happy Garden 
Happy Kids 
Happy Volunteers  
Good Life!!! 

 
 

Photos by Susan Nye 

Marble Falls Elementary School: 

Self-Watering Bottle Garden 

Project 

Tell me, I'll forget. 
Show me, I'll remember.  
Involve me, I'll understand —an old Chinese Proverb  
 
One hundred+ enthusiastic second grade students 
from Marble Falls Elementary School gathered in 
the outdoor classroom on the campus and planted 
self-watering recycled water bottle gardens with 
Master Gardeners Diana Virdell, Linda Poerner, 
Bonnie Mikels, Susan Nye; Master Naturalist Da-
vid Payton; and Master Gardener Interns Susan 
Young, Linda Stoneking, and Susan Radar.  Stu-
dents thoroughly enjoyed the planting experience 
and will observe their seeds over the next several 
weeks as they sprout into bean seedlings in the 
mini gardens.  The students will take their bottle 
gardens home and transplant the bean plants in 
their own yards.   

If you would like to be involved in the Marble Falls 
Elementary School gardening activities, contact 

Susan Nye or Diana Virdell.   
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Last year the Board approved changing the name of Burnet Farmers Market to Burnet 
Farmers and Crafts Market. This was to help clarify that there was a variety of items 
available at the Market on the City square of Burnet. Just a few of the items available 
are...vegetables, art work, birdhouses, ceramics, worm castings, and much more. 
Should you have a hobby that creates a craft or a garden of vegetables, you should 
consider having a booth on the Square. You do not need large quantities, some ven-
dors come with just a few items to sell. The market can also be the place to sell some 
of your excess, look at items for sale and meet and make some new friends. Some ven-
dors have awnings, some do not; some have tables and racks and some just set their 
items on the walkway.  

 
You do not need to spend a lot of money to be a vendor.  The cost for a booth for Mas-
ter Gardeners is only $5.00. Contact Roxanne Dunegan at 512-756-9396 should you 
have questions and/or wish to be a vendor. 

 
Another great opportunity about the Market is Volunteer Hours. The early shift is from 
7:30 to 10:30 am...the next shift is from 10:30 am to 2:00 pm. Or you can volunteer 
from 7:30 am to 2:00 pm.  
 
Just call or email Gary Hoffmann at 701-340-5047 or send him an email at garyhoff-
mann137@gmail.com and volunteer to work the early morning shift or the late morn-
ing shift.  Remember drive time to and from the market counts when volunteering. 
Hope to see you on the Burnet Square. 

 
Ron Wall, Past President  

 Burnet Farmers & Craft Market  

2018 

mailto:garyhoffmann137@gmail.com
mailto:garyhoffmann137@gmail.com


Six HLMG members attend TMGA State Conference 
By Irene Dauphin  

Suzy Rowley, Missy Henneke, Val Klaudt, Irene Dauphin, Leslie Johnston, and Ricky Lane attended the TMGA 
State Conference in College Station April 4-6. The Keynote speakers were fabulous. Here are some high-
lights: 
 
Piet Oudoulf, from the Netherlands, is renowned for 
his radical approach and ideas about planting design 
with perennials. His projects include The High Line, 
New York, NY; Lurie Garden, Millennium Park, Chica-
go, IL; and the Venice Biennale, Venice, Italy.  
Mark Hirsch is an author and photojournalist. While 
recovering from a serious car accident in 2012, he was 
inspired by a friend to use his iPhone to document a 
year-long photo-a-day project focusing on an old bur 
oak tree. The result was a book, That Tree.  
Jan Bills is an author and designer.  Jan is the author 
of Late Bloomer. She traded in her heels in the corpo-
rate world for Wellies and started the Detroit-area 
landscape design company “Two Women and a Hoe”.  
Nan Sterman is host of the TV Show ‘A Growing Pas-
sion’. She has written countless articles and several 
books, including Hot Colors, Dry Garden about ways to incorporate color in water-wise gardens. 
 
Each of us attended small breakout sessions daily. We all came back with some new ideas to use in our gar-
dens and to share with others. 
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Of Interest to Members!!! 

MAY 15TH MEETING 

The May Monthly Meeting will be held at the AgriLife building in Burnet. This is a change from what was origi-
nally announced. See you there! 

HELPING CENTER GARDEN UPCOMING EVENTS 

May 18-19 Fundraiser for the Garden’s Greenhouse. Volunteers contact Suzy Rowley. 

May 29 Central Texas Gardening Show will be filming at the gardens. Look for opportunities to volunteer to 
ready the gardens prior to this taping. Contact Suzy Rowley. 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR 2018 SPECIALIST TRAINING SEMINARS 

Greenhouse Management Specialist Course, May 23-25, Kerrville, TX. For additional information please con-
tact Duane Robinson 936-355-8215 or ddrobinson55@hotmail.com .  
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Organically Controlling Pests in Your Garden! 
We have more formulas for ridding your garden of the pest without “nuking the bugs,” and by using safe prod-
ucts. We have already dealt with the grasshoppers by using flour from the grocery store, and the fire ants by 
using the ingredients of molasses, liquid humate (compost tea), citrus (orange) oil then mixed with water for a 
successful drenching method. Here are some more ideas that come from Malcolm Beck and Howard Garrett. 
Diatomaceous Earth (DE) is excellent when spread around the garden to control bugs. Be sure and use a 
mask when distributing the DE; you don’t want to ingest it.  

• Garrett Juice can be purchased commercially bottled or you can make it yourself by combining the follow-
ing ingredients: 1 cup of manure-based compost tea, 1 ounce of molasses, 1 ounce of natural apple cider 
vinegar and 1 ounce of liquid seaweed combine with 1 gallon of water and (if an extra punch is needed) 
add 2 ounces of orange oil. This will kill fire ants, squash bugs and the like. 

• For red spider mites and whiteflies use 1-2 ounces of liquid seaweed per gallon of water. Apply around 
dusk and saturate the foliage thoroughly. 

• Four (4) ounces of Potassium Bicarbonate plus 1 teaspoon of liquid soap to a gallon of water is excellent 
fungicide for black spot, powdery mildew, brown patch, and other fungal problems. 

• For killing those weeds in the driveways and sidewalks, etc. use full strength white vinegar (20% food 
grade concentration). For additional strength, add 1-2 cups of citrus oil and 1-2 cups of molasses per gal-
lon of vinegar.  

Hope this helps you keep the harmful chemicals out of your gardens. 

Lawn & Pasture Food 
Here is a recipe for feeding our lawns. Mix up the following in a ten-gallon container: ten (10) ounces of horti-
cultural liquid molasses, one (1) ounce of Micro Soil, ten (10) ounces of Fish Emulsion then allow to stand for 
three (3) hours before applying to a moist lawn.  Another application is Aerated Compost Tea, used as a foliar 
spray for the lawn and shrubs and trees. It will take about twenty (20) gallons per acre (great for pastures as 
well). Aerated Compost Tea must be used within 24 hours from the time you make it or purchase it. There are 
43,560 square feet in an acre and most yards are a quarter of an acre or less. So for you city dwellers, you 
only need about five (5) gallons of Aerated Compost Tea to really perk up your yard.  All you need to create 
your own aerated compost tea is a few tools and materials: a five-gallon bucket, a fish aquarium bubbler pump 
of the same capacity, some string, a paint filter or panty hose, water, some compost (either what you compost-
ed or some that you purchased) and one (1) tablespoon of molasses. Almost fill your bucket with water, leav-
ing about two (2) inches from the top for overflow from added materials, suspend your compost in the paint 
filter/panty hose half way down into the water, place aquarium bubbler pump in the bottom of the bucket, add 
the molasses and turn the aquarium pump on. Let it brew from 24 hours to three days depending on your use 
(as diluted or at full strength for larger areas). Be sure to use this concoction within twenty-four (24) hours of 
being brewed. One gallon will be ideal for up to seven thousand (7,000) square feet of yard and lawn. 

Weeds 

For killing those weeds in the driveways and sidewalks, etc. use full strength white vinegar (20% food grade concentra-
tion). For additional strength, add 1-2 cups of citrus oil and 1-2 cups of molasses per gallon of vinegar. Hope this helps 
you keep the harmful chemicals out of your gardens! 

Keep your souls and soles in your garden! 

Remember the True Master Gardener: Jesus said, “I am the vine; my Father is the Gardener.” John 15:1 

 

Luedecke Lessons 
By Bill and Martelle Luedecke 

Have questions or comments? Contact Bill at bill@texasland.net  
Or contact Martelle Luedecke at Luedeckephotography@gmail.com 

mailto:bill@texasland.net


 

 

 

G lassy-winged sharpshooters are large, dark colored leafhoppers. While these insects usually 
do not cause much damage from feeding, they are capable of transmitting the bacterial dis-

ease, Xylella fastidiosa. This bacterium is responsible for Pierce’s disease, various forms of leaf 
scorch, phony peach disease, and variegated citrus chlorosis. At this time there are no cures for 
these diseases. When a sharpshooter feeds on an infected plant, it can get the bacteria in it’s 

mouthparts. The bacteria can then be transferred to a differ-
ent plant when it feeds again. 

Glassy-winged sharpshooters are large in comparison to 
other leafhoppers at about ½ an inch in length.  The insects 
are usually dark brown to black in color with clear wings that 
have red venation.  Wings may appear brown in color due 
to wings folding over the brown body. Females secrete a 
chalky white substance before laying eggs. She transfers 
this substance to the upper wings, creating white spots. 
Once she lays eggs, she uses the chalky substance to cov-
er eggs. 

Eggs are laid in masses of about 10-12 under the lower leaf 
surface. They are laid in a single layer, side-by-side. Eggs 
look like a greenish blister below the surface of the leaf, but 
after the eggs hatch the leaf tissue turns brown and remains 
as a brown scar on the plant. 

Glassy-winged sharpshooters can be found in a wide variety of habitats—from urban landscapes 
to cropland to woodlands—and can feed on hundreds of plant species. Plant hosts can range 
from woody plants to annual and perennial herbaceous plants. 

The main reason for managing glassy-winged sharpshooters is to control the bacterium Xylella. 
Unfortunately, it does not take high population levels of sharpshooters for disease transmission 
to occur, so it is unknown if management with insecticides can help to reduce disease spread. If 
you feel the need to manage glassy-winged sharpshooters, try using insecticidal soaps or horti-
cultural oils to conserve beneficial insects in the landscape.  

 

For more information or help with identification, contact  Wizzie Brown, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
Program Specialist at 512 854 9600.  Check out my blog at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com 

The information given herein is for educational purposes only.  Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding 

that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service or the Texas A&M AgriLife Research is implied. 

Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. 
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Glassy-Winged Sharpshooters 
by Wizzie Brown, Texas A&M AgriLife 

Extension Service Program Specialist 

http://www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com/
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   APPROVED MASTER GARDENER ADVANCED TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR MAY 2018 

From the MG Membership Committee 

Linda Wall, Horticulturalist at The Natural Gardener, “Organic Veggie Gardening 101”, Tuesday, May 1, 10:00 
 am (repeat), at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Caves Rd, Austin 

Minnette Marr, Plant Conservationist at LBJ Wildflower Center, “Conservation Ranks for People in a Hurry”, 
 Thursday, May 3, 10:00 am, at the Marble Falls Library, 101 Main Street, Marble Falls. Sponsored by the 
 Birding and Wildflower Society 

Staff, “Gardening for Wildlife”, Saturday, May 5, 9:00 am-4:00 pm (7 hr Credit), at the LBJ Wildflower Cen-
 ter, 4801 La Crosse, Austin, Fee: $95, Pre-registration required at: www.wildflower.org/learn 

Mary Kay Pope, Horticulturalist at Backbone Valley Nursery, “Citrus Workshop”, Saturday, May 5, 10:00 am, 
 at the Backbone Valley Nursery, 4201 FM 1980, Marble Falls 

Linda Wall, “Organic Veggie Gardening 101”, Sunday, May 6, 10:00 am (repeat), at The Natural Gardener, 
 8648 Old Bee Caves Rd, Austin 

Neil Schmidt, “Plant Propagation”, Tuesday, May 8, 10:00 am, at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Caves 
 Rd, Austin 

Staff of Travis Audubon and Wildflower Center, “Migratory Birds in the Landscape”, Thursday, May 10, 8:00-
 10:00 am (2 hr Credit), at the LBJ Wildflower Center, 4801 La Crosse, Austin. Fee: $10, Pre-registration 
 required at: www.wildflower.org/learn 

Susan Rowly, Master Gardener, “What’s ‘Bugging’ Y’all Now? (Entomology)”, Thursday, May 10, 12:00 noon, 
 at the Kingsland Library, 125 Polk St., Kingsland. Sponsored by the Master Gardener Green Thumb Pro-
 gram 

Michael Eason, author and Rare Plant Conservation Specialist, “Wildflowers of Texas: Talk and Book Signing by 
 Michael Eason”, Saturday, May 12, 1:00-2:30 pm (1.5 hr Credit) (repeat if heard at Birding and 
 Wildflower Society meeting), at San Antonio Botanical Garden, 555 Funston Pl., San Antonio, Fee: $30 
 (Signed copy of new wildflower book included in fee). Pre-registration required at:  

www.sabot.org/education/adult-classes/gardening-waterwise 

Leah Churner, Delta Dawn Gardens, “Urban Permaculture for Austinites”, Saturday, May 12, 10:00 am, at The 
 Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Caves Rd, Austin 

Neil Schmidt, “Growing Milkweed”, Tuesday, May 15, 10:00 am, at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Caves 
 Rd., Austin 

Clay Bales, Texas Forest Service, “Central Texas Trees”, Saturday, May 19, 1:30 pm, at the Marble Falls Li-
 brary, 101 Main, Marble Falls. Sponsored by the Native Plant Society 

Drake White, Master Naturalist, Owner of Nectar Bar, and Project Manager of the Butterfly Learning Center at 
 Phil Hardberger Park; “The Beauty and Benefits of Butterflies: Planting for Monarchs, Swallowtails, 
 Fritillaries and More”, Saturday, May 19, 10:00 am –1:00 pm, (3 hr Credit), at the San Antonio Botan
 ical Garden, 555 Funston Pl., San Antonio, in Partnership with SAWS, Free, Pre-registration required at: 

 www.sabot.org/education/ adult-classes/gardening-waterwise 

Betsy Ross, Sustainable Growth Texas, “The Benefits of Carbon in Your Soil”, Saturday, May 19, 10:00 am, at 
 The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Caves Rd, Austin 

Linda Wall, “Organic Veggie Gardening 201”, Tuesday, May 22, 10:00 am, (repeat), at The Natural Gardener, 
 8648 Old Bee Caves Rd, Austin 

Linda Wall and Neil Schmidt, “Soil Amendments,” Tuesday, May 29, 10:00 am, at The Natural Gardener, 8648 
 Old Bee Caves Rd, Austin 


