
 

NOVEMBER MASTER  
GARDENER MONTHLY 

MEETING 
WHEN:    Tuesday,  
                  November 13, 2018 
TIME:       2:00-4:00 pm 
WHERE:  Burnet County          
       AgriLife Extension Of-        
  fice 
        607 N. Vanderveer 
        Burnet, TX 
SPEAKER: Tom Cox 
TOPIC:     “I Talk to the Trees” 
  

Refreshments and Business 
Meeting will follow the Presenta-

tion.  
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What’s Inside 

Gardeners, I think, 
dream bigger 

than emperors.  

-- Mary Cantwell 

G reetings fellow Master 
Gardeners, 
 
Let me begin by thanking you 
for your understanding. This 
is the second meeting we 
have had to cancel this year 
due to weather. Several of 
you lost your homes to flood-
ing and I hope you know you 
are in our thoughts and pray-
ers daily. Several of you have 
been assisting others in 
cleaning out homes and I 
hope you know how much it 
is appreciated.  
 
Can it be? Thanksgiving is al-
most here! This Thanksgiving, 
don’t forget to express your 
thanks to the many loved 
ones in your life. Sometimes 
we forget to thank those clos-

est to us. Sometimes we take 
for granted that all of our 
loved ones will be here forev-
er. Give lots of hugs and tell 
your friends and family how 
much you love them. 
 
I am so looking forward to 
our November program. 
Don’t forget – November 13th 
is the day! I hope to see all of 
you there! 
 
So blessed to be a part of 
Master Gardeners, 
 
Irene 
 
Irene.dauphin@yahoo.com 
254 498 6009 
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Lavona Fry called out the MG troops to work with Ms. Townsend’s Middle School Students to 
propagate plants for future plant sales. Plant sales are the backbone of fundraising for the 
greenhouse. Master Gardeners brought cuttings and worked with students to fill the green-
house before the first freeze.  Amy Parke talked “propagation” with the teens and three 
workdays took an empty space to one filled with 4” pots full of plants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burnet Middle School Greenhouse 

Photos by Lavona Fry & Lyn Mefford 



 

 

More About November’s Meeting . . . 
Our HLMGA November Program (November 13th - Tuesday at 2 pm) will be a very special 
one. Our speaker, Tom Cox, is recognized around the world as THE expert in the care and con-
cern of transplanting trees. Tom developed a patented technique for tree moving that surpasses 
all other methods with an extremely high percentage of success. Tom is not only a very knowl-
edgeable expert but is also a very personable individual. His presentation, I Talk to the Trees, is 
going to be one that we will be talking about for a very long time. 

These swamp white oak trees (Quercus bicolor) 
were grown, nurtured, and 

then planted by Tom Cox's company, Environmen-
tal Designs, around Ground Zero. For more detailed 
information about the Ground Zero Project, go to 
the International Oak Society site where one can 
find this blog -Swamp White Oaks at the 911 Me-
morial in New York By Roderick Cameron | Decem-
ber 19, 2016. ) 

 

Tom Cox Curriculum Vitae 

Tom Cox ’s work as the “Red Adair of transplanting trees” has taken him from the manicured 
lawns of Houston's River Oaks to the 18th hole at Pebble Beach to 
Israel, where a beloved 1,000-year-old fig was holding up a road 
project. Over four decades, he’s built his Tomball-based business 
into an international enterprise with offices from California to 
New York to Dubai. But no job has been more complicated or 
emotionally gratifying than the project he completed in lower 
Manhattan. Cox, who grew up in Sharpstown (suburb in SW Hou-
ston) and attended Texas A&M before starting his landscape com-
pany in 1977, is in charge of moving hundreds of trees to the 
Sept. 11 memorial site in New York City. The project cost $20 mil-
lion and consumed a decade of Cox’s life. In recognition of his 
work at the Ground Zero Memorial Plaza, Tom was asked to stand 
alongside relatives of 9/11 victims to help read the roll of those 
killed. 

Did you know?  Tom recently moved a 850,000 pound, 260-year 
old heritage oak tree in Buda, TX!!!! 
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https://www.internationaloaksociety.org/content/swamp-white-oaks-911-memorial-new-york
https://www.internationaloaksociety.org/content/swamp-white-oaks-911-memorial-new-york
https://www.chron.com/search/?action=search&channel=news%2Fhouston-texas&inlineLink=1&searchindex=solr&query=%22Tom+Cox%22
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First and foremost, THANK YOU 
to ALL our First Responders!! You put yourself in harm’s way to insure the safety of our community!! 
Through fires and flooding you are always there for us! 

November Duties: 

1. With less than two weeks till the average first freeze; we must prepare our plants and soil for the Winter 
months. If you have plants that are outside, and you are bringing them inside, be sure and INSPECT THEM! 
CLEAN THEM UP FROM PESTS that you don’t want to invade your home.  Since you are bringing these 
plants inside you want to make sure there are no free-loaders (unwanted pests.) 

2. This is your last chance to plant wildflowers.  
3. When we are warned about that first freeze, water all your plants the night before the freeze. Freeze 

damage occurs when the plants are frozen from the inside out. Plants are mostly water. Therefore, if you 
water before the freeze there’s less chance of your plant freezing through because the volume of the wa-
ter within the plant is higher. 

4. Mulch, mulch and more mulch at least 4” around your plants and trees. Make sure that the mulch doesn’t 
touch the trees. Mulching is very beneficial during the Winter months as it was in the Summer months. 

5. Prepare to protect from that first freeze those tender plants and vegetables that you have just planted. 
Covers or wraps. More on your options, next time. 

6. After that first “good” freeze we will discuss pruning our trees. Speaking of trees, have you made your list 
of trees that you are going to plant? 

7. Have you marked your poison ivy vines? 
8. Keep an eye on your Cedar trees, checking on the ripeness of your berries for tea. Those of you new to the 

area, cedar berries are used as a preventive measure for allergies. 
9. Sharing: This is that time to share our perennials. Whether we are going to divide or transplant these de-

lightful plants (which bring so much joy each and every year), now is the time to take action. Get out those 
spading forks and go to work on your daylilies, irises, daisies, violets, and cannas. Be sure and mark these 
as to color, shape and height, in order to assist your beneficiaries in proper placement of them. It does not 
make any difference in what containers you share these treasures with friend, family or fellow gardeners; 
it is truly in the giving that pure joy takes place. 

10. Pumpkins make great pie!  

Over the winter months we will be writing about several garden plants in each column, in detail. Specifics for 
each plant: characteristics, possible pests that are attracted to them, companion gardening, indicators for 
best time to harvest… please email, text or call with your requests. Purple potatoes? Cauliflower? Red Bell 
Peppers? Let us know which vegetables, herbs, or fruits you would like to know more about. 

Prayers and Blessings to those recovering from the floods. 
Keep your souls and soles in your garden! 

Remember the True Master Gardener: Jesus said, “I am the vine; my Father is the Gardener.” John 15:1 

Luedecke Lessons 
By Bill and Martelle Luedecke 

Have questions or comments? Contact Bill at bill@texasland.net  
Or contact Martelle Luedecke at Luedeckephotography@gmail.com 

mailto:bill@texasland.net
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Of Interest to Members!!! 

REMINDERS ABOUT RECORDING YOUR AT AND VS HOURS 

1. AT—Enter topic of presentation and speaker name 

2. Don’t combine 2 projects into one project name (i.e. volunteering at the Farmers Market and watering 
at the Agrilife Building as “Farmers Market”) 

3. Before you consider a project as “Other Volunteer Project” double check to see if the project is listed. 

4.   Green Thumb is not a project name for taking an AT with this name, only if you are presenting it. The 
maximum time for preparation is 10 hours. 

5.    Clarification on General Meeting hours: 1 AT for presentation; 1 VS for the monthly business meeting; 1 
VS for bringing snacks (There is a project name for “snacks”.) 

DON’T FORGET TO PAY YOUR DUES! 

Jim Woodul, HLMGA Treasurer, wants to remind everyone to pay their dues at the November Meeting. A 
dues form can be found on p 10. If you are not going to be at the November meeting, send your dues ($15) 
to Jim at his home address:  600 Amber Oaks, Burnet, TX 78611.  

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR 2019 VEGETABLE SPECIALIST TRAINING  

Dallas County will again host a Vegetable Specialist Training on February 13,14,15 of 2019.  The format will 
be similar to those in the past except we will be able to utilize our new Research, Education and Demon-
stration Gardens at the new satellite office in Garland.  Stephen.hudkins@ag.tamu.edu for additional info. 

Our Thoughts and Prayers are with . . . 

All our friends and neighbors who have had flood damage, been dis-

placed, or have in some other way been impacted by the recent rains. 

mailto:Stephen.hudkins@ag.tamu.edu


 

 

 

H ave you been outside lately?  I went out for about 5 minutes last weekend and came in with 6 mosquito 
bites, a prime example of why you should always wear mosquito repellent.  With all the rain we have high 

mosquito numbers and it is important that you take precautions to avoid being bitten. 

Activity times for mosquitoes can vary.  Most people are familiar with the four D’s- DRAIN (standing water), 
DEET (wear some repellent), DUSK & DAWN (stay indoors during dusk and dawn to avoid peak populations) 

and DRESS (wear long sleeves and long pants).  While this is still 
good advice, it may be a good idea to spread the dress and repellent 
advice for anytime you will spend time outdoors. 

When outside, wear long pants and a long-sleeved shirt in light col-
ors to reduce the number of mosquitoes that can reach your skin. 
Repellent should only be applied to clothing and exposed skin.  Do 
not apply repellent underneath clothing! If you want to apply repel-
lent to your face, spray your hands with repellent and rub it onto your 
face. Do not spray repellent directly into your face or near eyes or 
mouth.  Make sure to apply repellent outdoors. Do not allow children 
to handle repellents. Wash hands before eating, smoking or using 
the restroom. 

The Center for Disease Control (CDC) recommends using a product registered with the EPA (Environmental 
Protection Agency) containing one of the following active ingredients: DEET, picaridin, IR3535, oil of lemon 
eucalyptus (OLE), para-methane-diol (PMD), or 2-undecanone. DEET and picaridin are classified as 
“conventional repellents” while IR3535, OLE, PMD, and 2-undecanone are “biopesticide repellents”. 

 

DEET, also known N,N-diethyl-m-toluamide or N,N-diemethylbenzamide, was developed by the U.S. Army in 
1946 to protect soldiers in insect-infested areas.  Pesticides containing DEET have been used by the general 
public since 1957. Products containing DEET should not be used on children younger than 2 months of age 
(read the label and check with your pediatrician if you have questions).  DEET has a slight odor and may have 
a greasy feel to some people. It may damage plastic, rubber, vinyl or synthetic fabrics.  DEET may be irritating 
to the eyes and skin for some people. DEET comes in a wide variety of concentrations, so choose the one that 
will work best for your situation.   

 

Picaridin was first made in the 1980’s and resembles a natural compound called piperine (which is found in 
plants used to produce black pepper). Picaridin has been used in Europe and Australia for many years but has 
only been in the U.S. since 2005. Picaridin is non-greasy and is odorless. 

 

IR3535, or 3-[N-Butyl-N- acetyl]-aminopropionic acid, ethyl ester, was developed in the mid- 1970’s and be-
came registered for use in the U.S. in 1999.  It is registered as a biopesticide by the EPA because it is func-
tionally identical to a naturally occurring substance (an amino-acid). It may dissolve or damage plastics and 
may be irritating to the eyes. 

 

Oil of lemon eucalyptus (OLE) or PMD (para-menthane-3,8-diol) are essentially the same thing; PMD is the 
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Mosquito Repellents 
by Wizzie Brown, Texas A&M AgriLife 

Extension Service Program Specialist 

(Mosquito Repellents continued on Page 7) 



synthesized (lab created) version of oil of lemon eucalyptus. “Pure” or “essential” oil of lemon eucalyptus is 
not labeled as a repellent and has not undergone testing and should not be used as a repellent product.  
OLE/PMD has been on the market in the U.S. since 2002. OLE/PMD should not be used on children young-
er than 3 years of age. The natural product (OLE) has known allergens within it while the synthetic version 
(PMD) has less of a risk of allergens. This product is classified as a biopesticide.  OLE/PMD has a varying 
range of residual, some offering about 20 minutes of protection while other products may last up to two 
hours. 

Products with 2-undecanone, or methyl nonyl ketone, are the most recently added products to the list by the 
CDC. 2-undecanone is a synthesized version of compound that comes from the leaves and stems of the wild 
tomato plant, Lycopersicon hirsutum. 

Many factors play into how long a repellent will last for a person. Some of these are: 

• The concentration (or percent of active ingredient) of the product. You can find the percentage on the 
product label. 

• Person’s attractiveness.  Some people are more attractive to mosquitoes than others (and no scientific 
research has proven that it is because of eating garlic, taking vitamin B, using tobacco products, etc.).  A 
person’s genetic code plays a large part on what makes a person so attractive to mosquitoes. 

• Frequency and uniformity of application.  In other words, how often is the repellent applied and how good 
of coverage did you get? 

• Activity level of the person.  The more active the person is, the more sweat they produce which can 
cause the repellent to wash off the surface of the skin. 

As a word of caution, there are products that combine sunscreen and insect repellent. The CDC recom-
mends that if you need sunscreen and repellent, that you choose two separate products.  Sunscreen should 
be applied more often than repellents. 

This work is supported by Crops Protection and Pest Management Competitive Grants Program 
[grant no. 2017-70006-27188 /project accession no. 1013905] from the USDA National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture. 

For more information or help with identification, contact  Wizzie Brown, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service Program 
Specialist at 512 854 9600.  Check out my blog at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com 

The information given herein is for educational purposes only.  Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding 

that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service or the Texas A&M AgriLife Research is implied. 

Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran 
status. 

Growing Scrumptious Tomatoes - 

Best Tasting Varieties for 2019 Hill 

Country Gardens  
Our speaker for the January 2019 meeting will be Bill Adams  who is 

County Extension Agent Emeritus, author of The Texas Tomato Lover's 
Handbook, and co-author of The Southern Kitchen Garden. 

 
 

(Mosquito Repellents continued from Page 6) 

Volume 19,  Issue 10   Page  7 

http://www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com/


(Helping Center Garden continued on Page 12) 
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Despite the flood, the garden looks great. Cool weather came early this year and all the greens are 
loving it!  Ricky said he hasn’t had to water in over two months and all rain harvest tanks are run-
ning over.  

 
 

 
The sweet potato harvest was a great success with over 80 lbs. of potatoes being harvested. There 
was a slight problem with the sweet potatoes cracking. This was due to all that extra rain we’ve 
been getting. If you’ve got the same problem with your sweet potatoes, don’t worry, they are still 
edible. After harvesting, remove the dirt and let them cure for 10-14 days before cooking to ensure 
sweetness.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Exciting news! Back in the late spring, KLRU’s Central Texas Gardener’s film crew and producer 
came to film the Helping Center Garden. Finally, the producer, Linda Lehmusvirta, contacted us by 
email giving our air dates. Be sure and tune in and tell all your friends! 
 

Beyond the Garden Gate 

News from the Helping Center Garden  

by Sherry Robitson, Master Gardener 

Sweet Potato Harvest 

Central Texas Gardener 

Channel Day Date Time 

KLRU Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Nov. 17 

Nov. 18 

Nov. 19 

Noon & 4 

9 am 

5 am 

KLRU Q 
(18/3) 

Saturday 

Wednesday 

Nov. 17 

Nov. 21 

7 am 

6:30 pm 

KLRN 
(San An-
tonio) 

Saturday Nov. 17 11 am 
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Highland Lakes Master Gardeners Association 

2019 Dues Form 

 Dues are required to maintain membership in good standing. 

 January 31, 2019 is the deadline for dues payment. 

 2019 Annual HLMGA Membership Dues - $15.00. 

 Make your check payable to HLMGA. 

 Please give this completed form with payment to HLMGA Treasurer. 

Member Contact Information 

Please help us keep the HLMGA Membership Directory up to date by completing this form. 

Annual dues payment made by: 

Cash____________ Check ____________ 

Member Name: ________________________________________________(Please PRINT your name) 

Address: _________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________ Zip: ________________ 

Home Phone: _________________ Cell Phone: ________________ 

Email: __________________________     Year of Certification ______________ 

This Section Intentionally Left Blank 
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   APPROVED MASTER GARDENER ADVANCED TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR NOVEMBER 2018 

From the MG Membership Committee 

Jessica Robertson, Owner, Backbone Valley Nursery, “Tree Pruning Seminar,” Saturday, 
 November 3, 10:00 am, at the Backbone Valley Nursery, 4201 FM 1980, Marble Falls 

Linda Wall, Horticulturalist at The Natural Gardener, “Organic Veggie Gardening 101”, Sun-
 day, November 4, 10:00 am, (repeat) at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Caves 
 Rd, Austin 

Linda Wall, Horticulturalist at The Natural Gardener, “Organic Veggie Gardening 101”, 
 Tuesday, November 6, 10:00 am, (repeat), at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee 
 Caves Rd, Austin 

Staff, “Color Bowl Workshop”, [flower arrangements], Saturday,  November 10, 10:00 am, 
 at Backbone Valley Nursery, 4201 FM 1980, Marble Falls 

Staff, “Creating Your Own Ginger Bug”, [plants and food], Saturday, November 10, 10:00 
 am, at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Caves Rd, Austin 

Stacie Primeaux, “Herbal Remedies for Beginners”, [plants and health], Tuesday, Novem-
 ber 13, 10:00 am, at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Caves Rd, Austin 

Josie Overton, Master Gardener, “Creative Uses of Plants”, [use of dried wildflowers and na-
 tive grasses for note-cards and flower arrangements], Saturday, November 17, 1:00 
 pm, at the Marble Falls Library, 101 Main St., Marble Falls; sponsored by the Native 
 Plant Society 

 

(Helping Center Garden Continued from Page 8) 

And on: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Everyone have a great Thanksgiving and if you’re traveling, 

be safe!  
 

KACV (Amarillo) 
KAMU (Waco-Temple-Bryan) 
KBDI (Denver) 
KEDT (Corpus Christi) 
KERA (DFW) Saturdays 9:30 am 

KPBT (Odessa-Midland) 
KTTZ (Lubbock) 
KTWU (Topeka) 
KUHT (Houston) Saturdays 8:30 am 

KUAT /KUAS (Tucson) 

WMTJ (Puerto Rico) 
WTJX (Virgin Islands) 
WUNC (Raleigh-Durham) 
WUNG (Charlotte) 
WUNF (Greenville-Spartan) 
WUNL (Greensboro) 
WUND (Greenville-New Bern) 
WUNU (Myrtle Beach) 
WUNJ (Wilmington) 
Also airs in Ohio and New Mexico.  


