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President’s Corner
                       Looking forward to a new year... and new decade!

Tuesday, February 11, 2020 • 2 p.m.
Burnet County AgriLife Extension Office • 607 N. Vanderveer, Burnet, Texas

Program: Learn to Love Your Landscape
Mary Kay Pope, horticulturalist with Backbone Valley 

Nursery, will talk about landscape design.

The “Dig It” News is a publication of the 
Highland Lakes Master Gardener Association 
– written by gardeners, for gardeners! Please 
send all content for publication to editor Gail 
Braymen at gebfoto@gmail.com. Deadline is 
the 28th of the month for the following month’s  
issue. The “Dig It” News is published every month 
except February and August.
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Please note: 2020 meeting dates are on  
the second Tuesday of each month!

hen you are handed the reins of an 
organization like our Master Gardener 

group, it can be downright scary to 
contemplate how decisions made today can 
affect success or failure in the future. I am proud 
of our choices in 2019, 
especially the move of 
The Garden and inclusion 
of the Kingsland garden 
project. We also had a float 
in a parade which sparked 
interest in the new class as 
hoped. All in all, a fitting 
end to 2019 and new beginnings for 2020.

Looking forward, we have an opportunity for 
a Bluebonnet Festival parade and an Outreach 
Program which will offer new avenues for 
connecting with the Highland Lakes community.  
Get Ready because this decade promises to 
be an exciting time for our Master Gardener 
Association.  

On a personal note, I accompanied my brother 
and sister-in-law to Nebraska for a ground-
breaking new treatment which will greatly 
improve his lifestyle. It is a miraculous beginning 
of 2020 for him and his family. On this trip, we 

stayed several nights in Nebraska City within 
the Arbor Lodge State Historical Park, where 
Arbor Day was started with just two words in 
1872: Plant Trees! J. Sterling Morton founded 
the tree planter’s holiday and forever impacted 

the environment we all 
share. Lied Lodge was a 
beautiful resting place for 
us, surrounded by acres of 
hardwood trees, including 
Douglas Firs which were 
used in the timber frame 
construction of the lodge. 

I want to plan a return trip to walk the trails and 
see the changing leaves in fall colors. If you are 
motivated as well, be sure to have warm apple 
pie in the dining room made with apples from 
their own orchard.  Oh My…Sooooooo Good!

We also were fortunate enough to watch Bald 
Eagles fishing along the banks of the Missouri 
River. Lots of Bald Eagles, even!  Magnificent 
birds who surprised us even as we made our way 
back into Omaha, soaring overhead in the snow 
flurries. Yes, I think 2020 is going to be a very 
good year for everyone.

                           Lida Woodul

W
We keep moving forward,

opening new doors, and doing  
new things, because we’re curious  

and curiosity keeps leading us  
down new paths.

                              ~ Walt Disney
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JANUARY 18 — “Spicewood Ranch After 31 Years 
of Restoration: What We Have Accomplished 
and Learned” with David Mahler, Ecologist for 
Environmental Survey Consulting, 1 p.m., at the 
Marble Falls Library. Sponsored by the Native Plant 
Society.
JANUARY 18 — “18 Annual Fruits, Nuts and 
Berries Workshop” with Kim Kamas, Associate 
Professor at Texas A&M, Extension Specialist in 
Pomology and Viticulture, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. (2 hr 
Credit), at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee 
Caves Rd., Austin. Kamas’ books will be on sale after 
the talk.
JANUARY 18 — “Fruit Tree Seminar” with Mary 
Kay Pope, Horticulturalist at the Backbone Valley 
Nursery, 1 p.m., at the Backbone Valley Nursery, 4201 
FM 1980, Marble Falls.
JANUARY 18 — “Dreamweek: Roots of Change – 
Community Gardens and Food Justice” with Brian 
Gordon, Food Sovereignty Coordinator at Roots of 
Change Community Garden, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
(2 hr Credit), at the San Antonio Botanical Garden, 
555 Funston Pl., San Antonio. Free. Pre-registration 
required at sabot.org/education/adult-classes/
gardening-waterwise.
JANUARY 21 — “Weeds: Organic Control” with 
Robb Enloe, Infodesk at The Natural Gardener, 10 
a.m., at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Caves 
Rd., Austin.
JANUARY 24 — “Earth-Kind Fruit Tree Seminar” 
with Instructors from Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service and Horticulturalists from the San Antonio 

Botanical Garden, 7:45 a.m. to 5 p.m. (9 hr Credit), 
at the San Antonio Botanical Garden, 555 Funston 
Pl., San Antonio. Fee: $50, includes breakfast, lunch 
and snacks. Pre-registration required at sabot.org/
education/adult-classes/gardening-waterwise. 
Sponsored by the San Antonio Water System.
JANUARY 24 — “Bokashi Composting: Good for 
Your Landscape and for the Planet” with Betsy Gruy, 
Co-founder of Compost Queens, 10 to 11:30 a.m. (1.5 
hr Credit), at the San Antonio Botanical Garden, 555 
Funston Pl., San Antonio. Fee: $10 Deposit (returned 
upon attendance). Pre-registration required at sabot.
org/education/adult-classes/gardening-waterwise.
JANUARY 25 — “Pruning Grape Vines” with Roger 
Igo and Stacie Primeaux, Infodesk at The Natural 
Gardener, 10 a.m., at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old 
Bee Caves Rd., Austin.
JANUARY 28 — “Organic Insect Control” with Neil 
Schmidt, Horticulturalist at The Natural Gardener, 10 
a.m., at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Caves 
Rd., Austin.

FEBRUARY 1 — “Home Mushroom Growing 
Workshop” with Louis San Miguel, Mushroom 
Enthusiast, 11 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. (2. 5 hr credit), at the 
San Antonio Botanical Garden, 555 Funston Place, 
San Antonio. Fee: $45. Pre-registration required 
at sabot.org/education/adult-classes/gardening-
waterwise.
FEBRUARY 1 — “Landscape Design 101” with 
Mary Kay Pope, Horticulturalist at the Backbone Valley 
Nursery, 1 p.m., at the Backbone Valley Nursery, 4201 
FM 1980, Marble Falls.
FEBRUARY 2 — “Organic Veggie Gardening 101” 
with Stacie Primeneaux, Grounds Team at The Natural 
Gardener, 10 a.m. (repeat), at The Natural Gardener, 
8648 Old Bee Caves Road, Austin.
FEBRUARY 4 — “Organic Veggie Gardening 
101” with Rob Enloe, Horticulturalist at The Natural 
Gardener, 10 a.m. (repeat), at The Natural Gardener,  
8648 Old Bee Caves Road, Austin.
FEBRUARY 7 — “Culinary Lavender – Lavender in 
the Kitchen” with Tasha Brieger, Owner of Hill Country 

Lavender, 1 p.m.,  at the Kingsland Library. Sponsored 
by the Kingsland Garden Club.
FEBRUARY 8 — “Spring Lawn Care” with Mary 
Kay Pope, Horticulturalist at the Backbone Valley 
Nursery, 1 p.m., at the Backbone Valley Nursery, 4201 
FM 1980, Marble Falls.
FEBRUARY 8 — “Pruning” with Heather Kindall, 
Infodesk at The Natural Gardener and Yellow Leaf 
Consulting, 10 a.m., at The Natural Gardener, 8648 
Old Bee Caves Road, Austin.
FEBRUARY 11 — “Pruning” with David Johndrow, 
Grounds Crew at The Natural Gardener, 10 a.m. 
(repeat), at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee 
Caves Road, Austin.
FEBRUARY 15 — “Late Winter Pruning” with Mary 
Kay Pope, Horticulturalist at the Backbone Valley 
Nursery, 1 p.m., at the Backbone Valley Nursery, 4201 
FM 1980, Marble Falls.
FEBRUARY 15 — “Antique Roses – the Ultimate 
Landscape Plant” with Mike Shoup, Founder and 
Owner of Antique Rose Emporium, 10 a.m., at The 
Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Caves Road, Austin.
FEBRUARY 18 — “Organic Veggie Gardening 
201” with Neil Schmidt, Horticulturalist at The Natural 

Gardener, 10 a.m., at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old 
Bee Caves Road, Austin.
FEBRUARY 22 — “Organic Veggie Gardening 
201” with Staci Primeneaux, Grounds Team at The 
Natural Gardener, 10 a.m. (repeat), at The Natural 
Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Caves Road, Austin.
FEBRUARY 22 — “How to Wildscape: Landscape 
Design for Wildlife” with Emma Jones, Landscape 
Designer, 9:30-11:30 a.m. (2 hr credit), at the San 
Antonio Botanical Garden. Fee: $10. Pre-registration 
required at sabot.org/education/adult-classes/
gardening-waterwise.
FEBRUARY 22 — “Spring Vegetable Gardening” 
with Mary Kay Pope, Horticulturalist at the Backbone 
Valley Nursery, 1 p.m., at the Backbone Valley Nursery, 
4201 FM 1980, Marble Falls.
FEBRUARY 29 — “Gardening for Newcomers” 
with Staff, 1-4 p.m. (3 hr credit), at the LBJ Wildflower 
Center, 4801 La Cross Ave, Austin. Fee: $35. Pre-
registration required at wildflower.org.
FEBRUARY 29 — “Tomato Tips” with Mary Kay 
Pope, Horticulturalist at the Backbone Valley Nursery,  
1 p.m., at the Backbone Valley Nursery, 4201 FM 
1980, Marble Falls.

Approved Master Gardener Advanced Training Opportunities
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2020

From the MG Membership Committee

SPECIAL NOTE: The LBJ Wildflower Center has 
a special, online service called “How-Tos”, which 
are very informative three-page introductory 
discussions on various how-to topics (not counted 
as advanced training). Topics of interest include 
“Caring for Your New  Plants,” “How to Germinate 
Milkweeds,” “How to Collect and Store Seeds” and 
“All About Mulch”. Go to wildflower.org, and under 
“Learn” click on “How-Tos” to find the complete list 
of topics and click on the ones you find interesting.

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

Silent Auction
     The New Year is a time for cleaning out old things. 

Do you have items in your closest, garage or shed that 
you haven’t touched in two years? Or you may have 
received something over the holidays that you know you 
will never use?

Donate them to the silent auction for 
our upcoming Lawn and Garden Show. 
All you have to do is bring the items to 
the next membership meeting and we 
will take them off your hands.  

If you have a great relationship with 
a business owner, please ask for a gift 
certificate or item donation. We will be 
sure to recognize their generosity with a 
poster at the show.  

Thanks so much.
Silent Auction Team
   Allison Bennett
   Sherry Robitson
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2019 HLMGA Holiday Banquet 
& Awards Presentation

2019 Certification Class

2020 Board Members
2019 Board Members

Algerita Hill

Thank you for photos to Lyn Mefford, Hank Rominski,  
Christy Stephens, David Waldo and Susan Young
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500+ Hours

250+ Hours

5000+ Hours3000+ & 
4000+ Hours

2019 HLMGA Holiday Banquet 
& Awards Presentation

1000+ Hours
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10 Years

5 Years

2019 HLMGA Holiday Banquet 
& Awards Presentation

Call for 
Content!

The Dig It News is written for 
gardeners, by gardeners... and that 
means we need to hear from YOU!  You 
can send material at any time to Gail 
Braymen at gebfoto@gmail.com, but 
the deadline for the next issue (March) 
is February 25. You can send content 
as the text of an email or in a document 
– whatever works best for you. Cell 
phone pictures are fine, and photos are 
welcomed with all types of submissions.

Here’s a list of submission categories, 
but please don’t feel limited – if a topic 
interests you, chances are it will interest 
other HLMGA members!
• Articles - Stories about people, 
projects, plants, places or anything 
else you think would interest readers. 
Those of you with specialized training or 
knowledge are especially invited to share 
your expertise with the rest of us! Photos 
are a plus. (BONUS: time spent writing 
articles counts as volunteer time!)
• Photos / What’s Growing On - Share 
pictures of plants, projects, people, 
you name it. Please include a brief 
description of what is in the photo and 
identify any people.
• Gardener’s X-change -  Please 
include your email address and/or phone 
number so folks know how to contact 
you.
• Q&A with the HLMGA - Send 
gardening questions you have, or 
answer questions published in a 
previous issue.
• Diggin’ the Dirt - Share your gardening 
knowledge and experience by answering 
the question of the month.
• Garden Hacks - Share your best tips 
and tricks.
• Recommended Reading - Send the 
titles of your favorite gardening books.
• Links & Apps - Share your favorite 
online gardening links and applications.
• Recipes - Because who doesn’t like to 
enjoy the fruits – and veggies – of their 
labor?

Story and photo by Ray Buchanan

A member of the Highland Lakes 
Garden Club (Marble Falls), Barbara 
Hahn, came to a recent Master Garden-
er Green Thumb program in Kingsland 
and asked Gary Hoffmann and me if the 
Master Gardener organization could 
help prevent the collapse and abandon-
ment of the Club. The membership in 
this Garden Club has declined to about 
six or seven members, who find it very 
difficult, because of age and physical 
limitations, to recruit officers, to or-
ganize programs, and to attract new 
members. But without the capability to 
do outdoor gardening work either, the 
members must rely on this Club as their 
only means of retaining contact with 
gardening information and practices 
which they love and care for dearly. So, 
the potential demise of this Club posed 
a serious threat to a significant part of 
their lives, which is why they appealed 
to the Master Gardener Association for 
help.

So, a Master Gardener Outreach Pro-
gram was organized, including provid-
ing a certified Master Gardener from 
our group, who would become a mem-
ber of the Garden Club, and who would 
become the Club President and Club 

Program Director to help administer 
the Club and organize its gardening 
programs. The Club members whole-
heartedly agreed with these terms.

Our Master Gardener Association 
would support this person’s efforts by 
granting Volunteer Service hours cred-
it for organizing the Club’s monthly  
programs during this year. Since these 
programs would receive prior approval 
by our Association, attendance by this 
volunteer person and by any other Mas-
ter Gardeners would earn Advanced 
Training hours credit. Hence, the Gar-
den Club would have our support and 
the potential to revive itself, and the 
volunteer from our group would earn 
recertification hours credit. Taking into 
account all these terms, the Master 
Gardener Board of Directors gave their 
approval to this Outreach Program.

At the January meeting of the Club, 
Master Gardener Suzy Buchanan met 
the existing members and enthusias-
tically accepted their unanimous de-
cision to give her membership and to 
elect her to the offices of President and 
Program Director. So now the Master 
Gardener Outreach Program involving 
the Highland Lakes Garden Club has 
been initiated. Good Luck to Suzy and 
the members of the Club!

Master Gardener Suzy Buchanan, center, poses for a photo with members of the Highland 
Lakes Garden Club. In a new HLMGA Master Gardener Outreach Program, Suzy recently 
became the club’s president and program director. 

New Master Gardener Outreach Program 
revitalizes Highland Lakes Garden Club
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By Gail Eltgroth
Do you know someone who wants to learn more about 

gardening in the Texas Hill Country? Perhaps a neigh-
bor new to the area or a friend who has taken an interest 
in your association activities.

Our HLMGA 2020 classes will begin Feb. 17 and run 
for 10 weeks, meeting every Monday from 10 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. at the Texas AgriLife Extension Office in Bur-
net.

As you know, the course provides a comprehensive 
background in horticulture principles and practices, 
with an emphasis on conservation, sustainability and 
community service.  Each week experts will cover top-
ics such as weather, soil composition and amendments, 
trees, entomology, vegetable gardening, plant propaga-
tion and grafting, invasive species and rainwater har-
vesting. These classes are fun and stimulating; hands-on 
workshops and field trips are part of our weekly sched-
ule.

The cost of the program is $165, which covers re-
source materials, T-shirt and field trip admissions. The 
deadline to apply is Jan. 24. For additional information 
or to download an application and the background check 
form, go to burnetcountyhighlandlakesmastergardener.
org  and click  on  How To Join. For questions contact 
Gail Eltgroth at 512-626-5969 or geltgroth@gmail.com.

The question for this month is: 
Do you use landscape cloth in your 
flower beds or garden? Why or why 
not?
Email your answer to Suzy Buchanan at docinia@
yahoo.com, and she’ll compile all the information for 
the next issue’s column. Have a question of your 
own you’d like to ask? Just let Suzy know what it is!

Diggin’
 the Dirt

Compiled by Suzy Buchanan

The question for December was: 
“What is your greatest challenge in 
your yard or garden?” 

The responses to the question are as 
follows:

• 43% problems with animals (deer, 
skunks, hogs, armadillos) and insects 
(ants, grasshoppers, aphids)

• 18% problems involving water (cost 
of water, drought)

• 16% problems with plants (planting 
native plants, only using containers for 
plants)

• 16% problems with weeds
• 6% problems with weather
• 6% soil problems

Story and photos by Susan Nye
The Marble Falls Elementary School recently was awarded 

a grant for new grow lights for their tower gardens. The tow-
ers were erected and “planted” with a variety of lettuce and 
kale seedlings to welcome the students back for their spring 
semester.  

The towers are aeroponic (not hydroponic) gardens that use 
NO soil in the gardening process. The seeds are planted in coir 
pods which are then placed in “pockets” in the tower where 
they receive 14 hours of light (with the aid of the grow lights) 
and 10 hours of darkness. Water is pumped from the bottom 
reservoir to the top and then trickled down over the seedling 
roots on a 15-minute on/15-minute off rotation. Nutrient ton-
ics are added to the water reservoir so the plants receive ALL 
the nutrients needed for growth.  

The students will care for the tower gardens – checking the 
water levels and adding more water (that has had the chlorine 
removed) and then harvesting! Updated pictures to come in 
the next Dig It. 

Marble Falls Elementary 
students learn green thumb 
skills with tower gardens

Certification class teaches keys to gardening in Hill Country

Top and above: The 2019 Certification Class went on field trips and 
learned propagation techniques as part of the cirriculum. Appplications 
are still being accepted for the 2020 class. File photos
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Kings Garden

Story and Photos by Hank Rominski

UPDATE

First, I would like to welcome our newest vol-
unteers, Cris Northup and Mary Ann Holt, to the 
Kingsland garden community.  

WOW, WOW, WOW do I have garlic envy.  
This month’s photo highlights our first planting 

of garlic in the foreground with our onions in the 
beds behind. Both Keith and I planted garlic at our 
homes from the same seed lot and our plants are 
noticeably smaller than these. We 
believe that it’s a combination of 
the compost that was added and 
the fact that this bed gets full sun 
and plenty of water.  

Speaking of seed lots, Keith 
decided to experiment on which 
garlic bulbs to buy. He purchased 
five softneck garlic bulbs from three 
different vendors and germinated 
them in his house. The best ger-
mination rate was some California 
White purchased from the organic 
produce section at Whole Foods. 
Surprisingly, these were also the least expensive. 
We planted nearly five pounds of garlic, with close 
to 100 percent growth.   

We continue to prepare beds by removing weeds 

and amend the soil by adding compost and cof-
fee grounds. Our next planting during January will 
include some spinach, some red and yellow beets, 
and a few rows of carrots. We have some Hakurei 
turnips sprouted and are looking forward to a trial 
run to see how well they perform and are received 
by the clientele. Waiting in the wings, we have 
some Green Magic broccoli and Early Snowball 
cauliflower sprouted and hope to be able to plant in 

the next few weeks. Leeks have been 
seeded.

IF YOU WANT TO HELP: We are 
always looking for people to help 
with a tray or two of starts and will 
certainly need some more hands as 
the season progresses with planting, 
weeding and harvesting.

We look forward to others coming 
by and helping out or just stopping by 
for a visit. Someone is usually there 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 
9 to 11 a.m. The best address for 

your navigation system is 3315 Ranch Road 1431, 
Kingsland, TX 78639.

Contact Keith Atwood or Hank Rominski for more 
information.
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By Donna Maier
The 2020 Raffle Quilt is completed and the 

MG quilting group has chosen a pattern for 
2021. This is a beautiful pattern with lots of 
detail and it will take some time to complete. 
We want to do it justice, so we will be getting 
an early start. 

Many of the fabric pieces are small, so for 
our first meeting I would like everyone to bring 
whatever you have of small fabric scraps/
pieces in the colors you see in the photo. It 
should be a lot of fun to select the pieces to 

use! The background requires 3 yards of fabric, 
and 1/2 yard is needed for the sashing.

I am planning the first meeting for Tuesday, 
Jan. 21, at 2 p.m. at my house – tentatively – in 
Granite Shoals. Tentatively because we could 
use a REALLY large table to spread out fabrics. 
I will see if I can find a place that has such a 
table.

If you are interested in working on this quilt, 
please contact me, Donna Maier. at my email 
address: dendon@nctv.com. No quilting 
experience is needed.

Quilters - 
Bring Your Scraps!

It’s only silly if it doesn’t work.
The last few years our Bryophyllum daigremontianum, 

aka “Alligator Cactus,” “Mother of Millions,” etc., would 
happily grow in its assigned plot only to be killed off by 
the first freeze before it flowered.  

Sissy and I decided that this year would be different, 
and we would try and keep them alive to enjoy the flow-
ers through the spring. Since we have a number of plants 
in the ground, digging them up and putting them in the 
greenhouse was not an option. So we decided to build a 
greenhouse over them.

Using the best building products available, (i.e. PVC 
piping and a green tarp), we cover our plants when we 
anticipate that the temperature will drop and even ran a 
portable heater in there a couple of nights for tempera-
tures in the 20s.

It may have seemed like a lot of work and expense to 
save plants that most people don’t like because they are 
so prolific, but if the end result is a garden full of Alliga-
tor Bells, it will be worth it to us. Come March when we 
can finally remove the frame and tarp, we hope to be able 
to enjoy them for a couple more months.  

So far, so good.   

Saving the Alligators

Story and photos by Hank Rominski

Built-in-place greenhouse protects tender succulent

16          The “DIG IT” News | January/February 2020 The “DIG IT” News |January/February 2020          17



Choosing a Fruit
Ask yourself several questions before choosing a fruit 

tree to perhaps determine why. For instance, do you enjoy 
the pink rosy petals of an apple blossom? Is apple pie your 
favorite? Or do you prefer figs, peeling the skin back to take 
a bite of the juicy red fruit? Would you prefer a wanderer 
like blackberry or blueberry that you can stitch through your 
fence to create a windbreak for your vegetables? A few to 
choose from are apple, apricot, blackberry, blueberry, citrus 
(satsuma), fig, peach, pear, persimmon and plum. And many 
varieties within those fruit types.

Depending on the space that you have available, it will 
also be important to know if the variety of fruit you chose 
is self-pollinating. (Other phrases used are no-pollinating 
required or self-fruitful.) If it is not self-pollinating, you will 
need to plant at least two. The next item on the agenda is to 
choose a fruit that meets our chilling hours.
Chilling Hours    

First, a definition is in order: “chilling hours” is defined 
as the amount of time that the temperature is between 32 
degrees and 45 degrees in order to break dormancy and 
induce normal bloom and vegetative growth. There are 
exceptions and the years vary, but in a normal year (if there is 
such a thing), most of the fruit trees are going to experience 
600-800 chilling hours in our area.

Fruit trees have a chilling requirement in order to produce 
the optimum harvest for a given fruit. All fruits don’t have 
the same requirements for chilling hours. Some are as 
low as 200-400 hours; others are as high as 1,000 hours. 
When selecting your fruit trees or cane berries (blackberry, 
blueberry) look at the chilling hour requirements for each 
tree and realize that if they have a lower chilling hour 
requirement, you might be running the risk of blooming too 
early and being subject to a late freeze. If the requirements 
are too high, they may not do well due to our “usually” mild 
Winters. The best advice is to stay within the designated 
hours that are normal for the Texas Hill Country.

Chilling hours will vary depending on the variety of fruit 
you choose. Apple 200-600; Apricot 300-1000; Blackberry/
Blueberry 300-1,000; Citrus (satsuma) 300-400; Fig 150 
(but these are hardy trees, worth the gamble if planted close 
to a structure or receive passive protection); Peach 400-
1,000; Pear 200-800; Persimmon 200-400; Plum 250-600.
Choosing Peach Trees

Let’s choose peaches as a for instance. How in the world 
do we choose from so many? Here are a few pointers. We 
are going to match the chilling hour requirements with the 
number of chilling hours available and maybe even gamble 
a little bit – choosing from both high and low requirement 
peach trees.

The next item to choose from is do you want “Cling” or 
“Free” peaches. What those terms are about is the relationship 
the peach seed (stone) has with the fruit of the peach. When 
the meat sticks to the seed (stone), it is considered a Cling 
peach. Inversely, when the meat pulls freely away from the 
seed (stone), it is called Freestone or Free. It is just a matter 
of personal preference.

Have questions or comments? 
Contact Bill Luedecke at bill@texasland.net or Martelle Luedecke at Luedeckephotography@gmail.com.

Start with a plan
Before we have a 

plan for our garden, we 
need to gather some 
facts. Answer some 
questions.

The most important 
one has already been 
answered. Should you 
plant a garden? Hope-
fully the answer is a re-
sounding yes. So, let’s 
get started. First, we 
would like to mention 
that it is perfectly okay 
to have several differ-
ent types of gardens 
growing at once. For 
instance, one of our favorites is to plant 
a salad ingredient garden in a wheelbar-
row. Utilizing a wheelbarrow for your 
garden plot gives you the versatility to 
bring your garden to the door closest to 
your kitchen.

Ask yourself what you would like to 
plant in your garden. Perhaps start with 
your grocery list and choose the vegeta-
bles and fruits you most often purchase. 
Or would you like to grow the vegeta-
bles that you haven’t tried in a while? 
Or what are your grandchildren’s or 
children’s favorites? (Side note: we have 
discovered that little and big helpers are 
more inclined to help if it is their favor-
ite food they are harvesting.) Now that 
you have made a list of the vegetables, 
herbs and fruits you would like to plant, 
how are you going to organize them?
Organizing your garden

FIRST test your soil!! Knowing the 
nutrient base of your soil before you 
plant is imperative.

Second, what type of sunlight will the 
plot you have chosen receive? Try this 

exercise to gather your facts. On a day 
when you are going to be home, check 
the sunlight throughout the day. Choose 
a spot of the ground where you are plan-
ning to plant. Each hour during the day 
go outside and check to see if your cho-
sen spot is still receiving sunlight. Re-
member to look up. If there is a dormant 
tree nearby that has lost its leaves for the 
winter, it could perhaps cast shadows 
during the Spring and Summer.

Next, you need to determine the drain-
age of the soil. Dig several holes 6 inch-
es deep in the garden area and fill them 
with water. Step back and watch. Is the 
ground soaking up the water? Or is the 
water standing still? If the water is still 
sitting in the hole after four hours, you’ll 
need to adjust for water drainage. Water 
drainage is imperative to plants to avoid 
negatives such as root rot.

Now that we have checked soil, sun-
light and water how would you like 
to organize your garden? One of your 
options is to organize by meal. For in-
stance, place your vegetables and herbs 

that you would use to 
cook an Italian meal on 
one side of your garden. 
Or, as we mentioned 
earlier, you can place 
all of your salad ingre-
dients in one spot. Or 
you can use companion 
gardening. Companion 
gardening is when you 
place plants together 
that help each other out. 
The classic example is 
Three Sisters compan-
ion gardening. Native 
Americans would plant 
beans, corn and squash 
together. Beans are 

great for putting nitrogen into the soil. 
The corn stalk provides a pole for the 
beans to grow up and on. Squash shades 
the ground to regulate temperature and 
deter weeds. Another object of compan-
ion gardening is to plant vegetables and 
herbs together because one repels the 
insects that are disastrous to another. A 
final suggestion is to have several patch-
work gardens. Perhaps your favorite 
herb prefers a shady spot. Or like us you 
enjoy the beauty of a zucchini flower 
and would like to have a small section 
around your home where neighbors can 
enjoy the blooming yellow as well. As 
you can see, there is no set one way to 
organize your garden.

Now that you have your “theme” 
established for your garden, we have 
found it useful to draw out a plan. Gen-
tle reminder for when and where you 
are placing your fruits and vegetables 
in your garden: leave wiggle room for 
the plants that are runners. Last year we 
placed cantaloupe, melons and yellow 
squash at the corners of our gardens.

Luedecke 
Lessons

By Bill and Martelle  
Luedecke

Keep 
your souls and 

soles in your garden! 
Remember the True 

Master Gardener: Jesus 
said, “I am the vine; my 
Father is the Gardener.” 

John 15:1

Illustration and photo courtesy Texas A&M University

• Now is the time to plant vegetable plants: Artichoke 
crowns, asparagus crowns, broccoli, cabbage, lettuce 
and spinach. We can still plant strawberries and herbs 
such as chervil, chives, cilantro, oregano, parsley, 
rosemary, sage and thyme. Start selecting onion sets 
and get them into the ground. There are many varieties 
these days, so take your time in your final selection.
• In the flower department, plant Sweet Alyssum, or-
namental cabbage and kale, Johnny jump-ups, Pansy 
(faceless are my favorites), Snapdragons, Violas and 
Stock.
• If you are blessed enough to have a greenhouse or 
cold flats, start tomato seeds indoors.
• Good time to check out (and repair if necessary) 
your irrigation system. Also, it’s an excellent time to 
design your system for this spring.
• On those cold and rainy days, it is best to work 
inside. Wonderful opportunity to clean and oil our 
gardening tools.
• Mulch, mulch and more mulch is the byword for the 
Winter.
• Fertilize your established Pansies with dried Blood 
Meal or cottonseed meal at the rate of 3-4 pounds per 
100 square feet of flowerbed.        
• With the heavy dew and light rains, keep an eye on 
your bird feeders. You want to make sure that you 
don’t allow the bird seed to mold. Moldy seed can 
make birds sick. Be kind to your backyard buddies.

Gardening Duties

Planning Your Garden
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MASTER       GARDENERMASTER       GARDENER MASTER       GARDENER

Burnet County

22nd Annual
Hill Country

Lawn & Garden Show

Saturday, March 28, 2020
9 AM – 3 PM

Burnet Community Center
401 E. Jackson Street • Burnet, Texas

E FREE ADMISSION D

Sponsored by Highland Lakes Master Gardener Association

�VENDORS �
Succulents and Native Plants

Yard Art
Vegetable and Potted Plants 

Gardening Supplies 
Much More!

� SPEAKERS �
�ACTIVITIES �
Children’s Booth

Silent Auction
Handmade Quilt Raffle

Food Available for Purchase

You know how some plants are wind-pollinated, 
such as tomatoes or pine trees? Turns out, there’s 
a word for that: anemophily. Anemophilous plants 
don’t need anything but a breeze to be pollinated. 
Most of the gymnosperms (such as conifers) are an-
emophilous. Of course, there’s a companion word 
for plants that are insect-pollinated: entomophi-
ly. Most flowering plants are entomophilous. As it 
turns out, there are words for all sorts of pollination:

Zoophily
Pollination by any sort of animal.

Therophily
Pollination by mammals.

Hydrophily
Pollination by water.

Ornithophily
Pollination by birds.

Melittophily
Pollination by bees.
Chiropterophily
Pollination by bats.

Psychophily
NOT pollination by psychos;  

psychophily is pollination by butterflies.
Phalaenophily

Pollination by moths.
Cantharophily

Pollination by beetles.
Myrmecophily
Pollination by ants.

Sphecophily
Pollination by wasps.

Myophily
Pollination by flies that feed on pollen and nectar.

Sapromyophily
Pollination by flies that feed on  

dung and dead things.
Metatherophily

Pollination by marsupials.
Sminthophily

Pollination by rodents.
Malacophily

Pollination by snails. Who knew this was a thing?  
Turns out, some plants apparently want to insure 

that they get pollinated during rainy weather,  
when bees and other flying insects are unreliable.

Pollination by a 
     specific method? 
There’s a word for that!

Chiropterophily

By Doug McCoy

Psychophily

Sapromyophily

Photos courtesy Texas A&M University
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