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G ood afternoon fellow gardeners!  I say afternoon 
because I imagine that you spent the morning 
outside working in your garden before the heat 

arrived. July is here and with it a rising heat index. Inside 
work at our house is usually relegated to the afternoon…
sometimes after a nap.

As the Farmers and Craft Market tables fill with peaches, 
tomatoes, peas and other goodies, it reminds me of many 
summer days of my youth, before air-conditioning, spent 
in the shade of the pecan tree shelling crowder peas. They 
were my dad’s favorite and he could never get enough of 
them. Our local farmer’s market had crowder and black-
eyed peas by the bushel so all the kids on the street would 
be recruited to help, earning enough peas to at least make a 
mess for their own family. Peas, a little onion and a chunk 
of whatever meat the butcher had on sale would feed our 
family of six for several days.  Cornbread and homegrown 
tomatoes would complete the meal. My brother even talked 
about bottling pea juice to drink like a Dr. Pepper assuring 
us that it would be a huge hit. In our early marriage, Jim 
and I would go back to the very same market and buy 
enough vegetables to get us through until the next payday.

Jim’s family with three growing boys, lived with much 
the same menu…only they also had peach trees! His mom 
made peach pies, his favorite peach tapioca pudding and 
peach preserves.  And any other way of keeping peaches 
on the table while they were plentiful. As many of us 
experienced, growing up with parents who lived through 
the depression taught us  lots of ways to survive happily 
through our own early married lean years especially.  Most 
people now realize how healthy and delicious a diet rich in 

vegetables can be and many of us turn to our own gardens 
or markets for our veggie fix.

Harvesting tomatoes, peppers and eggplants in the 
Helping Center Garden brought the role of gardening full 
circle recently.  Not only are we taking part in helping 
feed the needy, we are helping pass on those lessons 
that we learned so many years ago. Vegetables and a bit 
of ingenuity can make a complete, nutritious meal for a 
family. And given a little bit of time and space anyone can 
grow fruits and vegetables. Hopefully we are teaching a 
new generation of children how to survive during the lean 
times that each and every one of us experiences.

So I am currently on a quest for those older recipes that 
used to show up on our dinner table. My mother’s tomato 
gravy served on toast with a tiny sliver of crispy salt pork 
or bacon on the side and her baked eggplant with saltine 
crackers, tomatoes and bits of onion made into patties that 
can be eaten on the run and fried okra salad head up the list.  
And of course, how to cook all kinds of beans and peas!

As most of you have heard, the timetable has moved 
up for our departure from the current Helping Center 
Garden.  You will be receiving updates from David Waldo 
this month with notes on workdays in hopes that the work 
can be accomplished without a lot of bloodshed.  It is 
an exciting time and I look forward to the opportunities 
coming our way at the new garden.

Take care of yourselves this summer.  Drink lots of iced 
tea and wear a sunhat!

                            Lida Woodul
Find the latest HLMGA news online!

burnetcountyhighlandlakesmastergardener.org                           facebook.com/HighlandLakesMasterGardeners
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President’s Corner
Remembering homegrown summer meals and gardens, old and new.

Tuesday, August 20, 2019 • 2 p.m.
Bring a gardener guest!

Burnet County AgriLife Extension Office • 607 N. Vanderveer, Burnet, Texas
Program: Patty Leander – “The Perfect Fall Vegetable Garden”

Travis County Master Gardener Patty Leander is a contributing editor for 
Texas Gardener Magazine and a Texas Master Gardener Vegetable Specialist. 
She also contributes to the blog Master of Horticulture at masterofhort.com. 
Patty is a frequent guest on Central Texas Gardener with Tom Spencer. She 
grows vegetables year round in her Austin garden and encourages the use of 
sound, horticultural principles that will lead to a bountiful harvest.

Refreshments and business meeting will follow the presentation.

The “Dig It” News is a publication of the 
Highland Lakes Master Gardener Association 
– written by gardeners, for gardeners! Please 
send all content for publication to editor Gail 
Braymen at gebfoto@gmail.com. Deadline is 
the 28th of the month for the following month’s  
issue. The “Dig It” News is published every month 
except January, August and December.
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By Susan Young

We have a new addition to our Master Gardener website! 
Some time ago Lida Woodul received an email from an in-
dividual who thought we might like to share an interest-
ing article on our website. The article was interesting, but 
linked to a commercial product, thus not appropriate for us 
to share. But that gave Lida a great idea! Lida approached 
me about coming up with some activities and information 
for kids. Since one of our missions as Master Gardeners 
is to provide education and information to our community, 
why not have a page for young people of all ages who are 
interested in gardening?  

“In this age of technology, it can sometimes be a challenge 
for parents to find trustworthy resources for their children to 
explore,” Lida commented. “What a great resource our new 
website addition, Young Buds, is for trusted information 
from Master Gardeners! The volunteers who put together 
this addition challenge offer projects and other avenues for 

young gardeners to research. This is a fantastic addition to 
our already valuable website focusing on communicating 
with Master Gardeners and now people of all ages. Great 
job! Great place for kids!”  

To begin the process, I started gathering ideas, but just 
hadn’t come up with the right catchy name for our page. 
So, being a believer in involving many minds, I decided to 
bounce the idea to some of our new associates, and happened 
to ask Samantha Melvin. Jackpot! In a matter of moments, 
she thought of the name Young Buds in the Garden!  I was 
beyond excited! Then Samantha, a very talented artist and 
former art teacher, offered to design the graphic headline for 
our new webpage. Thank you, Samantha! Now Young Buds 
in the Garden is a budding new webpage on our wonderful 
HLMGA website!  

For our first season, 
we decided to focus on 
a theme of pollinators 
for summertime. We 
have several “buttons” 
on the page that can 
be accessed for infor-
mation, projects, good 
books to read, and links 
to helpful websites.  We 
plan to feature new in-
formation seasonally, 
add some new features 
(maybe plant of the 
month), and build our 
list of resources avail-
able to children of all 
ages.  The possibilities 
are wide open! 

We’ve only just be-
gun!  We welcome your 

ideas and suggestions, and would love to have both occa-
sional and regular contributors. So please contact me or Sa-
mantha Melvin if you have an idea or would like to write or 
photograph something for Young Buds! We would especially 
like photos of kids working in the garden! Also special thanks 
to Kerry Nyquist for working with us to make this happen! 

We hope you like Young Buds, and will enjoy sharing this 
with the young people in your family. I think this would be a 
great activity for grandparents to explore with their grands, 
and parents with their children. As we develop this project, 
we plan to get the word out to educators in our community!  
Help us grow this new addition!

JULY
JULY 16 — “Caring for Houseplants” with Heather 
Kendall, Specialist at The Natural Gardener, 10 a.m., 
at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Cave Rd., 
Austin.
JULY 20 — “Home Composting” with the City of 
Austin, 10 a.m., at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old 
Bee Cave Rd., Austin. Part of the City of Austin’s 
Composting Rebate Program.
JULY 20 — “Succulents In Landscapes: Beautiful, 
Distinctive and Drought Tolerant” with Mary Irish, 
Manager of Plant Sales at the San Antonio Botanical 
Garden, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. (2 hr credit), at the San 
Antonio Botanical Garden, 555 Funston Place, San 
Antonio. $20 fee. Pre-registration required at sabot.
org/education/adult-classes/gardening-waterwise.
JULY 20 — “Bet Your Hedge on Native Plants” with 
Staff Horticulturalist, 9-11 a.m. (2 hr credit), at the 
LBJ Wildflower Center, 4801 La Crosse Ave, Austin. 
$30 fee. Pre-registration required at wildflower.org/
learn.
JULY 23 — “Starting Seeds Indoors” with Neil 
Schmidt, Horticulturalist at The Natural Gardener, 10 
a.m., at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Cave 
Rd., Austin.
JULY 27 — “All About Pruning” with Linda Wall, 
Horticulturalist at The Natural Gardener, 10 a.m., 
at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Cave Rd., 
Austin.

JULY 27 — “The Biology and Ecology of Native 
Texas Bees” with Dr. Jessica Beckham, PhD in 
Entomology, 9-11 a.m. (2 hr credit), at the San 
Antonio Botanical Garden, 555 Funston Place San 
Antonio. $15 fee. Pre-registration required at sabot.
org/education/adult-classes/gardening-waterwise.
JULY 30 — “All About Pruning” with David Johndrow, 
Educator at The Natural Gardener, 10 a.m. (repeat), 
at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Cave Rd., 
Austin.

AUGUST
AUGUST 14 — “Conventional Yard Conversion to a 
Water Wise Garden” with Mary Irish, Manager of Plant 
Sales at the San Antonio Botanical Garden, 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. (2 hr credit), at the San Antonio Botanical 
Garden, 555 Funston Place, San Antonio. $20 fee. 
Pre-registration required at sabot.org/education/adult-
classes/gardening-waterwise.
AUGUST 14 — “Container Gardening – Year Round” 
with Willard Horn, Master Gardener, 2 p.m., at the 
Lakeshore Library, 7346 Hwy 261, Buchanan Dam. 
Please call 325-379-1174 for reservations.
AUGUST 24 — “The Best Trees for Your San Antonio 
Landscape” with Mary Irish, Manager of Plant Sales 
at the San Antonio Botanical Garden, 10 a.m. to 
12 p.m. (2 hr credit), at the San Antonio Botanical 
Garden, 555 Funston Place, San Antonio. $15 fee. 
Pre-registration required at sabot.org/education/adult-
classes/gardening-waterwise.

Approved Master Gardener Advanced Training Opportunities
JULY - AUGUST 2019

From the MG Membership Committee

Calling It  
a Day

Stephen Lay packs up his gear 
after finishing his morning shift  

at the Burnet Farmers and  
Crafts Market last summer.

Photo by Sheryl McDonald

Young Buds in the Garden
                                              A New Online Resource for Young Gardeners

Ann McClanahan and her 7-year-old 
granddaughter Lauren check out the 
new Young Buds webpage together.
Photos by Lindsay Fazand

This screenshot shows the new Young Buds webpage addition 
to the HLMGA website at burnetcountyhighlandlakesmaster-
gardener.org/young-buds.html.
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Story and photos by Sheryl McDonald

Signing of the lease
Approximately 25 people witnessed the signing of the 

lease for the new Helping Center Garden with HLMGA 
president, Lida Woodall, and Trinity Episcopal Church  rec-
tor, Rev. David Sugeno, in Marble Falls June 12.

Following the lease signing, Suzy Rowley headed up a 
meeting diving into the many committees needed to get the 
new garden into shape. If you didn’t get to sign up for com-
mittees at the meeting, contact Suzy to get that done.

New Garden reporter
I have volunteered to take on the task to be the informa-

tion person to report to the HLMGA about the goings-on 
and the growings-on for the Helping Center Garden, with 
Suzy Rowley’s blessing. I will be disseminating informa-
tion by mass email to our group. The objective is to try and 
fulfill the needs of the garden through help in many formats 
and to give information about the latest activities of the gar-
den. Feel free to email me all the necessary details and in-

formation you want passed on about the garden.
We start with a clean slate. There are many jobs to do and 

we also still have the current garden to dismantle. So, let’s 
get digging! Peas Out!

Helping Center Garden News
Planter Box 
Work Day
HLMGA carpenters David Burke, 
Kurt Crist, Winston Depew and 
Don Weber gathered at the 
Crist home in Bertram July 5  to 
build a prototype of the raised 
bed planter boxes that will be 
installed in the new Helping 
Center Garden.
Photos by Erica Crist

***THIS JUST IN: THE DEADLINE FOR THE OLD HELPING CENTER GARDEN TO BE CLEARED OUT HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO SEPT. 1***

Garden Gratitude
A short deadline suddenly appeared for the garden move and 

many people stepped up to take the challenge head-on. A big thank 
you to Keith Atwood, David Waldo and Kerry Nyquist. They have 
taken garden lead positions, planned steps for the teardown and 
move, and initiated and put in a lot of hard work, all while keeping 
up with harvests. Joyce Bereki has been faithful to pitch in where 
needed. David Burke and Kurt Crist are busy constructing raised 
beds. Yvonne Hammonds has donated her time and organization-
al skills to clean out and organize the storage shed. Last but not 
least, Suzy Rowley has dealt with the lease, insurance issues, city 
permits, funding, etc. If I have left someone out, I’m sorry. There 
are so many. A big thank you to all for your efforts and hard work!

~ Sherry Robitson
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Whatever you call it -- horsemint, lemon mint or lemon 
bee balm -- it’s everywhere this year, and it’s a natural 
insect repellent! Just rub the leaves on your skin to 
release the natural citronellol oil that keeps bugs away.

Amy Parke
After diagnosing our summer squash, zucchini and 
cucumbers with powdery mildew, I found this recipe 

for a simple, homemade powdery mildew treatment: 
to one gallon of water, add 1 tbsp. baking soda, 2 1/2 
tbsp. vegetable oil and 1 tsp. liquid soap (not detergent). 
Spray the plants thoroughly, covering all sides of the 
leaves, steams and fruits. Apply daily to actively infected 
plants or once a week as a preventive measure. I used 
a one-gallon handheld sprayer for the application, and 

it was fast and easy. Be sure any 
container you use has never had 
any harmful materials in it, or be 
sure it’s been thoroughly cleaned. I 
used the book “What’s Wrong With 
My Vegetable Garden?”, by David 
Deardorff and Kathryn Wadsworth, 
for both the powdery mildew diag-
nosis and the baking soda solution.

Gail Braymen

Been gardening more than a day? Then chances are you have lots of tips and tricks to grow healthier plants, fight pests and 
generally make gardening easier and more productive. Send your Garden Hacks to Gail Braymen at gebfoto@gmail.com.

Garden Hacks

Above: Does horsemint keep away horseflies?
Right: Fight powdery mildew with a homemade baking soda solution!

Call for Content!
The Dig It News is written for gardeners, by 

gardeners... and that means we need to hear 
from YOU!  You can send material at any time 
to Gail Braymen at gebfoto@gmail.com, but 
the deadline for the next issue (September) is 
August 28. 

You can send content as the text of an email 
or in a document – whatever works best for 
you. Cell phone pictures are fine, and photos 
are welcomed with all types of submissions.

Here’s a list of submission categories, but 

please don’t feel limited – if a topic interests 
you, chances are it will interest other HLMGA 
members!
• Articles - Stories about pveople, projects, 
plants, places or anything else you think would 
interest readers. Those of you with specialized 
training or knowledge are especially invited to 
share your expertise with the rest of us! Photos 
are a plus. (BONUS: time spent writing articles 
counts as volunteer time!)
• Photos / What’s Growing On - Share 
pictures of plants, projects, people, you name 
it. Please include a brief description of what is 
in the photo and identify any people.

• Gardener’s X-change -  Please include your 
email address and/or phone number so folks 
know how to contact you.
• Q&A with the HLMGA - Send gardening 
questions you have, or answer questions 
published in a previous issue.
• Garden Hacks - Share your best tips and 
tricks.
• Recommended Reading - Send the titles of 
your favorite gardening books.
• Links & Apps - Share your favorite online 
gardening links and applications.
• Recipes - Because who doesn’t like to enjoy 
the fruits – and veggies – of their labor?

Creature Feature
By Wizzie Brown, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service Program Specialist

Webworms can be found on a variety 
of trees and are most well-known for 
the webbing they create on the tips of 
branches. Webworms are caterpillars, 
or larvae, of a moth. Caterpillars cause 
damage by feeding on foliage con-
tained inside their protective webbing.

Two to four generations of web-
worms occur each year. The first gen-
eration appears April- May and the last 
generation occurs in the late fall. The 
last generation is the most damaging 

generation, which provides these crea-
tures with the name fall webworm.

Webworm larvae are about an inch 
long when fully grown. They are pale 
green to yellow with tufts of long hairs 
projecting from their body.  While these 
are fuzzy caterpillars, they do not sting.  
Most people notice webbing that web-
worms create on the tips of branches.  
Webworms feed within the webbing 
and use it as protection from predators.  
When the caterpillars run out of foliage 
to feed on, they expand the web to en-
compass new leaves.

To manage webworms, the size and 
accessibility of the tree needs to be 
considered. Egg masses can be pruned 
from trees before they hatch in early 
spring. Egg masses are on the underside 
of leaves and are covered with hairs.  
Small webs can also be pruned from 
the tree when they begin to form in the 
spring. Larger webs can be knocked 
out of the tree or opened with a stick 

or jet of water which allows predators 
inside the web to feed on caterpillars.  
Do NOT use fire to burn the web from 
trees! This causes more damage to the 
tree than if the caterpillars continued to 
feed.

Insecticides are also available for 
webworm management. Look for 
active ingredients such as Bacillus 
thuringiensis var. kurstaki (this prod-
uct specifically targets caterpillars), 
spinosad, azadirachtin, or pyrethrins. 
Webs need to be opened before treat-
ment with a pesticide so that pesticide 
gets inside the web where caterpillars 
are located.

Please note that webbing will remain 
in trees even after caterpillars are dead.  
Webbing needs to be removed by you 
or a strong weather event.

Fall 
Webworms

For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie Brown, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension  
Service Program Specialist, at 512-854-9600. Check out Wizzie’s blog at urban-ipm.blogspot.com.

Webworms can have two to four generations in one year, with the generation in the late 
fall causing the most damage.

Photos courtesy Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
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It’s 9 o’clock on a sunny Saturday morning in July, 
and Willard Horn is in his element.

Fitted out in a T-shirt, shorts, sandals, nametag and a broad smile, 
he’s ready to lead a group of Master Gardeners on a one-mile hike 
to see the native flora and fauna at Canyon of the Eagles resort 
near Burnet.

“I think of this as my big back yard,” he says, opening his arms wide to 
encompass the landscape of oaks, ash juniper and prickly pear. “I lived on 100 
acres as a kid, and coming out here is kind of like coming home.”

The trail he’s taking the Master Gardeners on is one he has come to know 
well since becoming a nature interpreter at the resort more than a year ago. He 
is able to give the group advance warning of a busy colony of red harvester 
ants along the way, avoiding any unintentional insect fatalities from misplaced 
footsteps. Later, he stops at a clump of prickly pear cactus, explaining that, 
usually, he’s able to find cochineals – tiny scale insects – embedded in the 

Master Gardeners take a hike at Canyon of the Eagles  
to learn more about native plants and animals

Story and photos by Gail Braymen

A Walk 

WITH Willard
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Texas Endemic Plants
During his interpretive nature walks, Willard Horn points 

out and talks about Texas native and endemic plants. 
Native plants grow naturally both here and in other states, 
but endemic plants are native to just Texas, although they 
may have been exported to other states at some time and 
can be found growing there. Some endemic plants are 
found only in a small area of the state, and some only in 
an area as small as two counties.
• Goldeneye Phlox – found only in the Edwards Plateau
• Drummond Phlox – popular with the nursery trade; 

has been hybridized and exported outside the state
• Tobusch Fishhook Cactus – 

an endangered species found 
in the Edwards Plateau; prefers 
ash juniper and oak savannahs

• Buckley’s Yucca
• Lupinus Havardii (Big Bend 

Bluebonnet)
• Salvia Texana (Texas Sage)
• Lindheimer Garrya – found 

only in the Edwards Plateau; a small tree/tall shrub 
popular in landscaping

• Goldenball Lead Tree – you can see a fine example 
outside the museum in Marble Falls

• Hinckley’s Oak Tree – currently 
a native of just two Texas 
counties, but whose territory 
15,000 years ago included far 
west Texas; endangered

• Texas Ash Tree – well-suited to 
Hill Country soil and weather

• Texas Black Persimmon Tree 
– since only female trees bear 
fruit, most trees found in nurseries are male

• Texas Madrone Tree – known for its striking trunk color 
and beautifully shaped limbs; the extremely hard wood 
burns so hot it can warp a cast-iron stove

• Bluewood Tree (Brasilwood) – so called because of 
the blue dye produced from the wood

• Anacua Tree (Sugarberry) – small fruits can be used 
to make jelly and jam

• Texas Snowbell Tree – has 
been almost wiped out due to 
grazing of feral goats, deer and 
cattle

• Johnston’s Frankenia
• Texas Ayenia
• Texas Poppy Mallow

cactus pads and covered with downy fuzz. Today, 
though, Willard apologizes, there are no cochineals to 
be found, and then he describes how crushing just a 
few tiny bugs in his fingers produces enough virulent 
red juice to look like a gush of blood.

Willard even has a favorite tree along the trail: a 
Texas black persimmon, probably at least 70 to 80 
years old, with an appealingly smooth-barked trunk. 
You might be surprised to know, he says, that the 
persimmon – a slow-growing, long-lived tree – is a 
member of the ebony family and has dense, black 
wood.

Typically, most of Willard’s interpretive nature walk 
hikers – from two to 30 at a time – are guests of the 
resort, although the general public is also welcome to 
attend. Sometimes, though, the hikers are professionals 
such as forestry agents and wildlife biologists, 
or enthusiasts such as Master Gardeners, Master 
Naturalists and birdwatchers.

Hosting people with diverse backgrounds and 
areas of expertise makes leading the hike a learning 
experience for him, as well, says Willard. “Everyone 
has something different to offer.”

Nancy Knickerbocker-Penick, a member of today’s 
Master Gardener group, says she had never before 
been to the Canyon of the Eagles and was eager to sign 
up for the hike and following presentation on endemic 
Texas plants. 

“I wouldn’t have missed this for the world,” she 
says. “I know about the native (plants) because I’ve 
lived here 40-plus years. But I learned new stuff 
today.”

Today’s group of Master Gardeners had their 

Top: The group stops along the trail to learn about Buckley’s Yucca, a Texas endemic plant. It’s the 
time of year when normally the plants are going to seed, with pods on tall flower stalks. But, Willard 
says, deer love to eat the tender young stalks, which are “like cotton candy” to them. The young 
stalks are also edible for people, he adds, and taste something like asparagus when steamed.
Right: A busy colony of red harvester ants, with its main entrance on the trail, is a good place for 
Willard to halt the hikers and talk about this native Texas insect. Before the decline of the Texas 
horned lizard – due at least in part to the influx of imported red fire ants – red harvester ants were 
a mainstay of the “horny toad” diet.

Drummond Phlox

Goldenball Lead Tree

Texas Madrone Tree
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                                                                  Come and join the fun!

Burnet Farmers 
and Crafts Market

Every Saturday, May 4 – Nov. 16, 
on the Burnet County Courthouse Square

Market Hours 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

For volunteer opportunities, contact Gary Hoffmann at 701-340-5047 or garyhoffmann137@gmail.com

Above: The prickly pear cactus is known for its spines, 
but these small, soft “fingers” are its true leaves. 
Left: Formerly part of a 10,000-acre, family-owned ranch, 
Canyon of the Eagles resort is a 940-acre tract bordering 
Lake Buchanan in Burnet County and owned by the Lower 
Colorado River Authority. It is named for the bald eagles 
that migrate through the area, attracted by good fishing in 
the lake, and sometimes nest and stay year-round.

entrance fee to the resort waived, but, even if he’d had 
to pay to attend the hike and program, Hank Rominski 
says, it would have been worth the price of admission.

“Anybody who has the opportunity to hear Willard 
speak should do it,” he says. “He’s passionate and 
animated and certainly has mastered the material.”

Out on the trail, after pointing out the imported, 
invasive vitex growing along the shore of Lake 
Buchanan, then spotting a wingless Cow Killer wasp 
darting through the dust (“it has the sixth most painful 
sting of all insects in the world”), Willard grins.

“Having the opportunity to teach and identify plants 
and animals to people – it’s the most natural thing in 
the world for me.”

See more photos of the Canyon of the Eagles hike 
at https://www.flickr.com/photos/64175728@N05/
collections/72157709632913587/.

 A quick and easy project for you, or try it with the Junior Gardeners in your life!

Make a 
Stepping Stone

                          By Ingrid Hoffmeister and Samantha Melvin

Samantha and Ingrid made several stepping stones to enhance their  
Certification Class landscaping project outside the Burnet AgriLife Extension Office.

Fun
Stuff !

Mix interior/exterior thin-set ceramic tile 
mortar with a small amount of water in a 
container per instructions on the bag.

Prepare mold (small aluminum foil pie tins 
work well) and pour mortar into mold. Make 
sure there are no bubbles.

Make a design with decorative stones, glass 
pieces or shells, then let set for 24 hours before 
removing from mold.

1

2

3

14          The “DIG IT” News | July-August 2019 The “DIG IT” News | July-August 2019          15

mailto:garyhoffmann137%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.flickr.com/photos/64175728@N05/collections/72157709632913587/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/64175728@N05/collections/72157709632913587/


 

Have questions or comments? 
Contact Bill Luedecke at bill@texasland.net or Martelle Luedecke at Luedeckephotography@gmail.com.

Luedecke 
Lessons

By Bill and Martelle  
Luedecke

Photos courtesy Texas A&M University

Freezing Vegetables
One way to preserve your vegetables 

is to freeze them. Harvest your vegeta-
bles when they are just right. You don’t 
want them too soft. Slice and dice your 
vegetables as if you were going to be 
cooking with them today. Blanch your 
vegetables and then quickly place in an 
ice bath for a couple of minutes. Pat dry.

You can either store your harvest as 
individual vegetables or place them 
into bags by categories. For instance, 
one bag might be for an Italian night, 
so that bag will have sliced zucchini 
and squash with rosemary sprigs. Make 
sure to label and date the bags or con-
tainers before you freeze them and use 
containers that are for freezers, not just 
sandwiches. We wouldn’t want your de-
licious harvest to be freezer burnt.

Keep 
your souls and 

soles in your garden! 
Remember the True 

Master Gardener: Jesus 
said, “I am the vine; my 
Father is the Gardener.” 

John 15:1

Mulch
Of course, you knew we were going to say it: “Mulch, mulch, 

mulch” Robert M. from Marble Falls wrote and asked,” I have been 
applying mulch since I started reading your column. How do I know 
when to replenish the mulch that is already in the bed?” Great ques-
tion, Robert. Here are some guidelines to mulching: Apply your 
mulch 3-4" thick, leaving a space of 3" in diameter around the plant/
tree/base of bush or shrub. If you have mulch already on the soil, 
check the depth with a ruler. Mulch will decompose over time, adding 
nutrients to the ground. Therefore, you need to check the depth of 
your mulch throughout the month. If your mulch is 2" in depth, add 
another inch to top it off. Mulching helps our plants in many ways: 
keeps the ground cooler or warmer depending on the season, decreas-
es loss of moisture from evaporation, adds nutrients over time, min-
imizes unwanted plants that would compete for water/nutrients and 
offers protection for the roots.

Drip and Soak
In anticipation of a hot summer in cen-

tral Texas (imagine that), watering trees 
and shrubs deeply and tracking the wa-
tering needs of flowers and vegetables 
daily is a necessity. The best times to 
water are early morning daylight or early 
evening as the day cools down –cooler 
temperatures when the light is out. As 
tempting as night watering is, night wa-
tering is not healthy for the plants as it 
can promote fungus growth. Summer is 
when drip systems, soaker hoses and the 
like are the best in promoting watering 
at the source and not being wasted from 
evaporation.

Bird Business
• Clean your bird feeders. Molded seed will make our feathered friends sick. 
• Baby bottle brushes work wonderfully in cleaning your hummingbird feeder. 

If you have a feeder that the hummers haven’t gone to recently, check to make 
sure the sugar/water solution (4:1 ratio) hasn’t fermented in the sun.

• Fun piece: are you using peanut butter, bird seed and pinecones to make bird 
feeders? Great project for big and little helpers. An easy way to get the last 
of the peanut butter cleaned from your jar is to place a package of instant 
oatmeal and hot water inside. As the oatmeal is getting itself ready for you to 
eat, it will pull the oils of the peanut butter off the jar into the cereal. Good 
tasting breakfast.

This Month’s Duties
• Vegetables to plant this month include 

corn, eggplant transplants, pepper trans-
plants, summer squash, winter squash, 
watermelon and tomato transplants. Also, 
plant your pumpkin seeds for Halloween 
jack-o-lanterns.

• “Deadhead” your flowering plants so that 
they will continue to bloom throughout 
their season. You can deadhead your flow-
ering plants by cutting off a spent bloom; 
generally you want to cut right above the 
first set of healthy leaves below the spent 
bloom.

• With the continued showers we have re-
ceived it may be deceptive how much wa-
ter our new plants have received. Check 
your soil down to 3” to ensure that new 
plants’ roots received the rain.

• Continue to water trees deeply if you don’t 
receive 4” of rain in a month’s time.

• Mulch, mulch, mulch!!
• After showers, continue to be vigilant 

about dumping collected water, for exam-
ple: plates under plants, decorative porch 
pottery, kids toys…

• Herbs need continuous pruning to encour-
age growth. If you are going to be cooking 
with them, the best time to prune herbs is 
in the morning. That’s when they have the 
most robust flavor. If you need to prune 
more than you are going to eat, share with 
a neighbor or put them in water on your 
window sill to “make” more plants. We’ll 
discuss drying your herbs in the fall.

• Make sure to drink your water. You can 
use your garden to make your water taste 
better. For instance, peel and dice a cu-
cumber, then place in a snack-size Ziplock 
bag. Put in the freezer. Yummy tasting ice 
cubes for when you refill your water bot-
tle. You can also dice fruits to freeze, un-
limited possibilities. We also throw mint 
leaves in our water bottles. P.S. Most fruits 
freeze well, however, if you are going to 
freeze watermelon, don’t wait long to use 
it. Because of watermelon’s high water 
content, it will turn to mush if it is in the 
freezer too long.

• Herbs to plant this month include basil, 
cilantro/coriander, fennel, lemon balm, 

oregano, parsley and French tarragon.

“An ounce of prevention is worth several bushels of everyone’s 
favorite garden vegetable.” ~ Andrea Ray Chandler
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Have a question about gardening? 
Ask the experts: your fellow HLMGA 
members! Please send your questions 
and answers to Gail Braymen at 
gebfoto@gmail.com. 

Q I'm happy to say our tomatoes 
and cucumbers are doing well 
so far this summer, but they're 
doing so well they're outgrowing 
their supports! What do you do 
when plants reach the tops of their 
trellises or cages and want to keep 
on going?

Q Help! I need advice about 
shade cloth. First, do I need it? 
Our garden (mostly tomatoes, 
cucumbers, beans and squash) 
gets full sun all day until about 
5 o'clock, when it starts getting 
shade from a live oak. Is that 
enough shade to keep things 
cooled down through the summer? 

Or do the tomatoes, especially, 
need more shade to keep setting 
fruit? Second, if I do need shade 

cloth, what percentage should I 
get? And third, what's the best way 
to set up shade cloth?

Q&A with the HLMGA

What to do about overachieving vegetable vines?

At the June HLMGA meeting, my Quick 5 talk began 
with the definition of an invasive species: “a non-native 
(alien) species whose introduction causes economic or 
enviromental harm or both.” They can even be harmful to 
human health.

Invasives affect almost half of all native species currently 
listed as endangered, and the estimated cost to the U.S. 
economy is $137 billion in associated expenses.

The top five invasives of Texas are:
 1. Zebra mussel
 2. Feral hogs
 3. Red imported fire ant
 4. Nutria
 5. Giant salvinia
The zebra mussel is also listed as the top invasive for the 

United States and the world as a whole.

Top 5  
invasive  
species  
in Texas

By Willard Horn

Red Imported Fire AntNutria

Giant Salvinia Feral Hog

Zebra Mussel

Each year, the Wildflower Center honors our 
namesake and founder and all that she did for 
our nation’s treasured environment on Lady 
Bird Day. We invite the community to cele-
brate Mrs. Johnson’s environmental legacy 
and the legislation that she inspired. With her 
influence, President Johnson’s administration 
enacted more than 200 environmental laws 
with lasting national and local impact, includ-
ing the 1965 Highway Beautification Act.

Lady Bird Day
July 27 • 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Free Admission  
to Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center!
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VEGETABLE REGION II REGION III
Tomato, Eggplant, Peppers Jul 10 Jul 25

Broccoli, Cauliflower,  
Brussels sprouts, Cabbage Aug 20 Sep 20

VEGETABLES – TRANSPLANTING

FLOWER REGION II REGION III

Shasta daisies Aug-Oct Aug-Nov

Alyssum Sep-Nov Sep-Dec

Asters Sep-Dec Sep-Dec

Calendula Sep-Dec Sep-Dec

Dianthus (Pinks) Sep-Dec Sep-Dec

Phlox Sep-Nov Sep-Dec

Snapdragons Sep-Nov Sep-Nov

Stock Sep-Dec Sep-Dec
Flowering Cabbage 

and Kale Oct-Nov Oct-Dec

Pansies Oct-Nov Oct-Dec

Petunias Not  
recommended Sep-Nov

Viola Oct-Nov Oct-Dec

ANNUAL FLOWERS – TRANSPLANTING
BY DATE

FLOWER REGION II REGION III

Alyssum Sep-Nov Sep-Dec

Asters Sep-Dec Sep-Dec

Calendula Sep-Dec Sep-Dec

Dianthus (Pinks) Sep-Dec Sep-Dec
Flowering Cabbage 

and Kale Oct-Nov Oct-Dec

Pansies Oct-Nov Oct-Dec

Petunias Not  
recommended Sep-Nov

Phlox Sep-Nov Sep-Dec

Shasta daisies Aug-Oct Aug-Nov

Snapdragons Sep-Nov Sep-Nov

Stock Sep-Dec Sep-Dec

Viola Oct-Nov Oct-Dec

ANNUAL FLOWERS – TRANSPLANTING
BY FLOWER

VEGETABLE REGION II REGION III

Tomato Jun 15 Jul 1

Pepper Jun 15 Jul 1

Eggplant Jun 15 Jul 1

Peas, southern Jul 1 Aug 1

Pumpkin Jul 1 Aug 1

Squash, winter Jul 1 Aug 10

Beans, lima bush Jul 25 Aug 20

Beans, snap bush Aug 1 Sep 1

Broccoli Aug 1 Sep 1

Brussels sprouts Aug 1 Sep 1

Cabbage Aug 1 Sep 1

Cauliflower Aug 1 Sep 1

Cucumber Aug 1 Sep 1

Garlic (cloves) Aug Oct

Potato Aug 1 Sep 1

Squash, summer Aug 15 Sep 10

Carrots Aug 15 Nov 10

Chard, Swiss Aug 15 Oct 1

Collards Aug 15 Oct 10

Corn, sweet Aug 10 Aug 20

Beets Sep 1 Oct 15

Kohlrabi Sep 1 Sep 10

Spinach Sep 1 Nov 15

Lettuce, leaf Sep 15 Oct 10

Mustard Oct 1 Nov 1

Onion (seed) Not 
recommended Nov 1

Parsley Oct 1 Oct 10

Radish Oct 1 Nov 25

Turnip Oct 15 Nov 1

VEGETABLES – DIRECT SEEDING
BY DATE

VEGETABLE REGION II REGION III

Beans, snap bush Aug 1 Sep 1

Beans, lima bush Jul 25 Aug 20

Beets Sep 1 Oct 15

Broccoli Aug 1 Sep 1

Brussels sprouts Aug 1 Sep 1

Cabbage Aug 1 Sep 1

Carrots Aug 15 Nov 10

Cauliflower Aug 1 Sep 1

Chard, Swiss Aug 15 Oct 1

Collards Aug 15 Oct 10

Corn, sweet Aug 10 Aug 20

Cucumber Aug 1 Sep 1

Eggplant Jun 15 Jul 1

Garlic (cloves) Aug Oct

Kohlrabi Sep 1 Sep 10

Lettuce, leaf Sep 15 Oct 10

Mustard Oct 1 Nov 1

Onion (seed) Not 
recommended Nov 1

Parsley Oct 1 Oct 10

Peas, southern Jul 1 Aug 1

Pepper Jun 15 Jul 1

Potato Aug 1 Sep 1

Pumpkin Jul 1 Aug 1

Radish Oct 1 Nov 25

Spinach Sep 1 Nov 15

Squash, summer Aug 15 Sep 10

Squash, winter Jul 1 Aug 10

Tomato Jun 15 Jul 1

Turnip Oct 15 Nov 1

VEGETABLES – DIRECT SEEDING
BY VEGETABLE

TEXAS   
GARDENING REGIONS

F•A•L•L G•A•R•D•E•N•I•N•G G•U•I•D•E

FALL GARDENING TIPS
• If you’re using an established garden area, pull out all plant material – the 

remains of your spring crop and any weeds that have grown up in the garden. 
Don’t put plant residue from a spring garden into your compost bin because it is 
likely to be contaminated with insects and disease pathogens.

• For fall gardens, solarize or pasteurize the soil in July by tilling it well and watering 
until it is very moist, then cover the soil with clear plastic. Seal the edges and 
leave the plastic in place for at least a month. Do not use black plastic because 
the soil will not heat up enough to destroy the nematodes. Solarization also 
helps control fungi and weeds.

• Fall crops generally do better when started from transplants than from seed. 
Transplants should always be used for growing tomatoes and peppers. Buy the 
largest transplants possible. Even though they cost more, their root systems will 
spread faster and the plants will produce more fruit sooner.

• The trick to establishing healthy transplants during late summer is to make sure 
they have plenty of water. Transplants in peat pots or cell packs with restricted 
root zones require at least two weeks for their root systems to enlarge enough to 
support active plant growth. Until that time, they may need to be watered every 
day or the plants will be stunted or even die.

• Planting at the proper time is probably the most important factor in successful 
fall gardening.

• Group the plants according to their frost tolerance. Plant frost-tolerant vegetables 
together. Frost-tolerant vegetables include beet, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, 
cabbage, carrot, cauliflower, chard, collard, garlic, kale, lettuce, mustard, onion, 
parsley, spinach and turnip. Also, plant frost-susceptible vegetables together so 
that they can be removed after being killed by frost. Frost-susceptible vegetables 
include bean, cantaloupe, corn, cucumber, eggplant, okra, pea, peppers, Irish 
potato, sweet potato, squash, tomato, and watermelon.

 TEXAS  USDA AVG. 
 GARDENING HARDINESS MINIMUM
 ZONE ZONE TEMP
 Zone II ..................... Zone 7 .................0 to 10 F
 Zone III  ................... Zone 8 ................10 to 20 F All information from aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu.
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Know of a great book that you would recommend to your 
gardening friends? Send the title to Gail Braymen at gebfoto@
gmail.com. Written reviews are welcomed, but not required.

Culpeper's Complete Herbal 
By Nicholas Culpeper

First published more than 350 years ago during the reign 
of Elizabeth I, Culpeper's Herbal remains one of the most 
complete listings of herbs and their uses in existence. From 
Adder's Tongue to Yarrow, each of the 411 herbs is described 
in detail, along with its government and virtues, remedies 
and cautions. Although much of the medical advice must be 
taken with a pinch of salt, the engaging tone, enthusiasm and 
expertise of the author are irresistible and highly entertaining. 
Also included is Culpeper's advice on gathering, drying, 
conserving and using herbs to get the most out of them. This is 
a must-have for anyone interested in herbs and their uses. Each 
entry is illustrated with a finely detailed image and there are 
thirty beautiful full-page plates throughout the book.

~ Recommended by Amy Parke

Recommended     Reading

I have quite a few five-gallon plastic buckets 
to give away, all in good to excellent condition. 
They held stucco material but have been cleaned 
and are safe to use for gardening purposes.

Don Weber 
I have an excess of hollyhock seeds in these 
colors (shown at left) to share. Remember they 
are biennials, which means it will take up to two 
years before they bloom. I wish I had made a 
note of the longevity of the blooms. They seemed 
to last forever. Blooms start at the base and pro-
gressively open bottom to top on stalks that were 
4-5 feet tall.

Willard Horn

Advertise your seeds, plants, tools or other items to give away or 
trade, or ask if other HLMGA members have what you’re looking for. 
Send your listing to Gail Braymen at gebfoto@gmail.com along with 
your email address and/or phone number so folks can contact you.

Gardener’s      
     -change

Grow these heavenly hollyhocks with free seeds!

While working in my yard, I was treated to a visu-
al miracle, much like a magician, who through sleight 
of hand could make things suddenly disappear. As this 
moth flew past me and landed on this tree, the moth 
suddenly and completely dissappeared. All in the blink 
of an eye, and I was no more than six inches away with 
my cell phone. I continually had to check to make sure 
I had him in the picture. What you see here or, more 
properly, don't, is the walnut sphinx moth. This is not 
the largest of the moth species but still a heavyweight 
in regards to size. It can grow to over 2 1/2 inches. The 
camouflaged culprit here is at least that size.

Many moth relatives, aka butterflies, are toxic to 
birds or, at the least, very unpalatable, and are therefore 
best left alone. In fact, their bright colors and patterns 
may help alert birds to the fact that they are indeed 
not moths and not a desired or preferred meal. Moths, 
on the other hand, have no such advantage. They are 
preyed upon by birds, wasps, certain insects and liz-
ards. A select group of moths, out of about sixty found 
in the United States, have evolved with camouflage as 
their main form of defense.

An interesting fact about the walnut sphinx moth is 
that it has no definitive coloration or wing pattern, like, 
say, a monarch butterfly. They can be almost dull and 
drab, with no distinct markings or coloration, or just the 
opposite: sporting bold colors and true patterns. I guess 
it all depends on the bark you're trying to blend into. 
Isn't Mother Nature fascinating? 

All butterflies and moths must first go through a 
larval stage prior to metamorphosis. This caterpillar, 
about the size of a tomato hornworm, has a particular 
preference for walnut leaves and their related species 
hickories, from whence the name is derived. 

This moth, and a small minority of other moths, usu-
ally the most beautiful, have no feeding mouth parts. At 
this stage of their life, their only purpose is to mate and 
reproduce in the shortest amount of time. The follow-
ing year, with any luck, you may spot their offspring 
and watch them disappear before your very eyes.

Willard Horn's

V I S I O N
T E S T

Can you see the moth?  
Check your vision with the answer key on page 27.

22          The “DIG IT” News | July-August 2019 The “DIG IT” News | July-August 2019          23

mailto:gebfoto%40gmail.com?subject=Recommended%20Reading
mailto:gebfoto%40gmail.com?subject=Recommended%20Reading
mailto:gebfoto%40gmail.com?subject=Gardener%27s%20X-change


H
ow not to kill orchids."
These were some of the first words out of Jessica 
Robertson's mouth at the Highland Lakes Master 
Gardener's June program. 

"How many of you have grown orchids?" she asked the 
audience. A majority responded with hands raised high. "How 
many of you have killed orchids?" was her next question. The 
same majority raised their hands!

Jessica, the Orchid Lady, then proceeded to delightfully 
share her passionate wisdom on how to grow these amazing 
botanical wonders. An interesting fact about orchids is that 
they can take up to seven years to bloom, so be patient with 
these beauties.

Orchids
How not to 
  KILL 

Above: Jessica Robertson holds up a healthy orchid.
Right: Ruth Douthitt painted Jessica's appreciation gift.

Photos by Andy Doerfler

Left: Jessica Robertson 
poses for a picture with 
Andy Doerfler.
Photo by Sherry Robitson

Below: HLMGA members 
get a close look at Jessica's 
thriving orchids.
Photo by Andy Doerfler

By Andy Doerfler
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CARROT-BEET JUICE DRINK
From Sheryl McDonald, who says, "Enjoy the benefits of this juice!"

Need a pick-me-up in the morning or wondering what to do with surplus beets and carrots? Try 
this fresh juice you can make in your Vitamix or juicer. If you have organic veggies, no need to peel 
them. Just give them a good scrub and cut off unwanted ends. For the Vitamix, pour in 1 cup of water 
at the start.

For the Vitamix, cut up in chunks:
2 large carrots or up to 4 small to medium carrots
1 to 2 large beets or 3 small to medium beets
1 sweet apple such as Fuji or Gala, organic if possible. Cut out seeds and stems. No peeling needed 

if organic.
4 to 5 beet leaves, with spines and stems removed. Lots of nutrition in these leaves. Save the other 

leaves for sautéing in your favorite dish.
2 tsp ground ginger or 1 inch of fresh ginger root
Start juicing! There will be pulp in the Vitamix, but not much at all. Nutrients are in the pulp, too. 

But you can strain the pulp with a strainer, a nut bag or cheesecloth.

chocolate-zucchini cake
From Gail Braymen, who says, "This is a yummy way to use your surplus squash!"

2 cups sugar                  1 tsp baking powder
1/2 cup butter, softened  1/2 tsp baking soda
1/2 cup vegetable oil                             1/2 tsp salt
1 tsp vanilla                                     1/2 cup sour cream (softened cream cheese works fine, too)
2 large eggs, at room temperature         2 1/2 cups grated zucchini (about 12 oz)
2 1/2 cups flour                             1 cup semisweet chocolate chips
3/4 cup cocoa powder                            

Preheat oven to 325°.
In large bowl, beat sugar, butter, oil and vanilla until fluffy. Add eggs; beat until incorporated.
In a separate bowl, whisk together flour, cocoa powder, baking powder, baking soda and salt. Add 

flour mixture to butter mixture alternately with sour cream or cream cheese, beginning and ending 
with flour mixture, and beating well after each addition.

Stir in zucchini and chocolate chips. Pour batter into greased 9x13 pan and smooth the top with a 
spatula. Bake until toothpick inserted in center comes out clean, 45-50 minutes. 

You can frost this cake after it cools, if desired, but it's delicious plain!

          Garden-Fresh

recipes

Willard Horn's

VISION TEST

NEW!

Currently featuring:POLLINATORS!

Check out the HLMGA's  
brand-new Young Buds webpage 

for the little gardeners  
in your life!

• Fun projects & info!  
• Age-appropriate books!
• A new focus every season!

burnetcountyhighland-
lakesmastergardener.
org/young-buds.html

Young Buds Project Manager ~ Susan Young

Share links to your favorite online gardening sites and 
applications. Please send your links to Gail Braymen at 
gebfoto@gmail.com.

GardenDesign.com – You'll find inspiration and 
information for designing your garden and solving 
common gardening problems on this site. You can also 
sign up for a weekly newsletter with planting advice, 
garden design tips and trends, monthly checklists for your 
area and more. – Recommended by Samantha Melvin

iNaturalist – This app helps you identify the plants and 
animals around you and connects you with a community 
of more than 400,000 scientists and naturalists who 
can help you learn more about nature. Free from App 
Store, 4.7 stars. Free from Google Play, 4.1 stars. – 
Recommended by Sheryl McDonald

YouTube video: Beware of herbicides in hay used as 
mulch – https://youtu.be/stsCQPTd41I A few years 
ago when my husband raised rabbits, he used hay for 
nesting material. Of course a lot of hay was eaten by 

the rabbits. The plan was to use the rabbit manure in 
my compost. Somewhere I had heard something about 
coastal Bermuda being sprayed with herbicides and these 
herbicides passing through livestock digestive tracks 
and not breaking down. On investigation, a cousin of 
mine who grows the grass and bales hay for sale told 
me I wouldn’t find any hay that was not treated with 
herbicides because weeds growing in the hay caused 
livestock digestive problems and maybe even death. The 
chemicals of greatest concern are picloran, clopyralid 
and aminopyralid, which can take up to three years to 
decompose. These herbicides pass through the animal’s 
digestive tract and are excreted in urine and manure, 
remaining in manure even after it is composted. They 
can also remain active in hay and grass clippings and 
are leached into the soil by rainfall, irrigation and dew. 
So beware and know your sources of hay and manure. 
If Joe down the street gives you manure, find out what 
he feeds his livestock. Also beware of herbicide treated 
grass clippings.
 Watch the video to see what this damage does to tomato 
plants and how devastating it can be. – Recommended by 
Sherry Robitson

links & apps

26          The “DIG IT” News | July-August 2019 The “DIG IT” News | July-August 2019          27

http://burnetcountyhighlandlakesmastergardener.org/young-buds.html
http://burnetcountyhighlandlakesmastergardener.org/young-buds.html
http://burnetcountyhighlandlakesmastergardener.org/young-buds.html
mailto:gebfoto%40gmail.com.?subject=links%20%26%20apps
http://www.GardenDesign.com
https://youtu.be/stsCQPTd41I
https://youtu.be/stsCQPTd41I


What’s growing, blooming and pro-
ducing in YOUR garden? Show it off 
in What’s Growing On! Send pictures 
of your plants and projects, plus a little 
information, to Gail Braymen  at gebfo-
to@gmail.com.

Gardener’s X-change 
Success Story

With the recent generous sotol adoption offer by Lyn 
Mefford (in the June issue of the Dig It), I decided to take 
advantage of the opportunity. Little did I know the behe-
moth size of these plants (top left photo shows one plant 
filling the bed of my truck). The lower right photo is the 
area of my cactus garden initially chosen for the sotol, but 
it quickly became evident there was not enough available 
space. The top right photo shows the creation of an addi-
tional cactus bed capable of accommodating the sotol. Af-
ter an extensive haircut, the well-groomed sotol sits proud-
ly atop the hill, away from human contact. I hope I have 
made Lyn proud as I truly appreciate the gift. Being famil-
iar with the nursery trade, a plant of this stature would run 
a minimum of $200. I will tell you, I specifically choose 
the SMALLEST one to adopt. Thank you, Lyn.

~ Willard Horn

Crazy for Cannas
Lots of you who know me affectionately (I 

hope) refer to me as "the poppy guy" or "the 
cactus man." While that is all true, I DO indulge 
in diversity – the catch phrase for our times. I 
am indeed "crazy for cannas." This is what I 
currently have in my collection, but more is 
on the way. If the hummingbirds feeding on 
the blooms is not pleasure enough, check out 
these gorgeous leaf patterns. Blooms, bright 
flowers and variegated leaves. Want to join me 
in "crazy for cannas" madness?

~ Willard Horn
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