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President’s Corner
Dancing like a kid again and forgetting the unforgettable.

Tuesday, October 15, 2019 • 2 p.m.
Val Klaudt’s home: 450 CR 200 B, Burnet, Texas 78611

Contact Val: 512-588-0696, val.klaudt@gmail.com

Program: Val Klaudt ~ “Gardening with Clout – Making Due With What You Got”
It’s a field trip to Val’s home and garden! Please keep in mind that 
parking space at Val’s is minimal. Members are strongly encouraged 
to carpool by meeting at the AgriLife Building in Burnet at 1:30. 
Also, remember to bring folding chairs, plants for the Farmers 
Market and a potluck dish for all to enjoy.

The “Dig It” News is a publication of the 
Highland Lakes Master Gardener Association 
– written by gardeners, for gardeners! Please 
send all content for publication to editor Gail 
Braymen at gebfoto@gmail.com. Deadline is 
the 28th of the month for the following month’s  
issue. The “Dig It” News is published every month 
except January and August.
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18ctober is upon us and the usual fall 
rains are a bit delayed this year. 

Our plants and soil could use several 
days of drenching rain so I will continue 
to listen for raindrops on the rooftop! 
Our hummingbirds are still visiting the 
flowering sages and desert willows so I am 
keeping them watered, as well as keeping 
a steady supply of sugar water in the 
feeders. These tiny birds are such fun to 
have around the house and supply endless 
hours of comic relief for our 3 1/2-year-old 
grandson.

Our little man’s visits give us a chance 
to see life through different eyes. Recently 
Fitz and I were sitting on the back porch 
watching the hummingbirds when Jim 
turned on some music. Fitz immediately 
jumped up and with a waggle of his bottom 
began his “Hummingbird Dance.” His joy 
was infectious and before you know it, all 
three of us were swooping and wiggling 
our arms and waggling our bottoms. It felt 
great to dance like a kid again!

I did my own little happy dance 
yesterday when my husband was finally 
able to solve the many problems I was 
having with my phone, iPad and laptop. It 

seems my inability to remember passwords 
from five years ago, security measures for a 
trip out of the country and who knows what 
else, just decimated the once-organized 
communication between these three pieces 
of equipment. It took several hours to solve 
the password issue, then several more to 
undo the damage I did in fits of frustration 
when I couldn’t find the contact info, By 
Law pdf, emails or reference document 
that I so desperately needed. My life is 
organized once again and new passwords 
are now carefully constructed with an 
unforgettable code which can be easily 
changed if necessary. As well as an actual 
pen-and-paper list, carefully hidden in 
my house lest marauders actually care to 
steal my six year old phone…or I forget 
the unforgettable code, the most likely 
occurrence!

If I can remember where I hid the list.
Take care, fellow gardeners, and keep 

listening for those raindrops on the rooftop. 
Surely they will come in this month of 
October!

                  Lida Woodul

O
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OCTOBER 1 — “Organic Veggie Gardening 101” 
with Neil Schmidt, Horticulturalist at The Natural 
Gardener, 10 a.m. (repeat), at The Natural Gardener, 
8648 Old Bee Caves Rd., Austin.
OCTOBER 5 — “African Violet Workshop” with 
Mary Kay Pope, Horticulturalist at Backbone Valley 
Nursery, 10 a.m.,  at Backbone Valley Nursery, 4201 
FM 1980, Marble Falls.
OCTOBER 5 — “Native Plant Adaptations to the 
South Texas Climate” with Mary Irish, Nature Author, 
10 a.m.-12 p.m. (2 hr credit), at the San Antonio 
Botanical Garden, 555 Funston Place, San Antonio. 
Fee: $15. Pre-register at sabot.org/education/adult-
classes/gardening-waterwise. Sponsored by San 
Antonio Water System.
OCTOBER 5 — “Fairy Garden Workshop” with 
Diane Allen, Garden Designer, 1-3 p.m. (2 hr credit), 
at the San Antonio Botanical Garden 555 Funston 
Place, San Antonio. Fee: $45, includes all supplies to 
construct a “magical and festive piece.” Register at 
sabot.org/education/adult-classes/gardening-water 
wise.
OCTOBER 5 — “Watersaver Landscape Design 
School” with Gardening Volunteers of South Texas, 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. (5 hr credit), at San Antonio Botanical 
Garden, 555 Funston Place, San Antonio. Learn “how 
to convert a traditional landscape into a watersaver 
landscape.” Fee: $30. Purchase tickets at gardening 
volunteers.org/events/watersaver-landscape-
design-school-4. Sponsored by San Antonio Water 
System.
OCTOBER 6 — “Organic Veggie Gardening 101” 
with Stacie, Grounds Team at The Natural Gardener, 
10 a.m. (repeat), at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old 
Bee Caves Rd., Austin.
OCTOBER 8 — “Beneficial Insects” with Neil 
Schmidt, Horticulturalist at The Natural Gardener, 10 
a.m., at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Caves 
Rd., Austin.
OCTOBER 8 — “iNaturalist Workshop and 
Pollinator BioBlitz” with Craig Hensley, Naturalist and 
Biologist with Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 
9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. (3.5 hr credit), at the San Antonio 
Botanical Garden, 555 Funston Place, San Antonio. 
Fee: $10 deposit to hold place. Register at sabot.

org/education/adult-classes/gardening-water 
wise, Sponsored by San Antonio Water System and 
Bexar Audubon Society.
OCTOBER 8 — “Spiders in Gardens, in Homes, 
and in Texas” with Sheryl Smith-Rodgers, Master 
Naturalist, 1 p.m., at the Kingsland Library. Sponsored 
by the Master Gardener Green Thumb Program.
OCTOBER 12 — ”Fruit Tree Seminar” with Mary 
Kay Pope, Horticulturalist at the Backbone Valley 
Nursery, 10 a.m., at the Backbone Valley Nursery, 
4201 FM 1980, Marble Falls.
OCTOBER 12 — “Growing Milkweed” with Neil 
Schmidt, Horticulturalist at The Natural Gardener, 10 
a.m., at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Caves 
Rd., Austin.
OCTOBER 15 — “Growing Milkweed” with Neil 
Schmidt, Horticulturalist at The Natural Gardener, 
10 a.m. (repeat), at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old 
Bee Caves Rd., Austin.
OCTOBER 18 — “Lunch ‘n’ Learn: Latest Research 
on Monarch Butterfly Health, Milkweeds, and OE” 
with Dr. Dara Satterfield, American Association for the 
Advancement of Science Policy Fellow, 11 am.-1 p.m. 
(2 hr credit), at the San Antonio Botanical Garden, 
555 Funston Place, San Antonio. Fee: $15 with 
lunch. Register at sabot.org/education/adult-classes/ 
gardening-waterwise.
OCTOBER 19 — “Native Texas Wildflowers, 
Lawns, and Ornamental Grasses” with George 
Cates, Native American Seed Company, 10 a.m., 
at The Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Caves Rd., 
Austin.
OCTOBER 19 — “Foraging for Native Edibles” 
with Eric Knight, Owner of Local Leaf (brews and 
bottles yaupon tea), 9 a.m.-12 p.m. (3 hr credit), at 
the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, 4801 La 
Crosse Ave, Austin. Fee: $25. Register at wildflower.
org/event/foraging-edibles-2019/2019-10-19. (Also 
offered again on November 9, same place, same 
time.)
OCTOBER 22 — “Butterfly Garden Maintenance” 
with David Johndrow, Director of Butterfly Garden 
at The Natural Gardener, 10 a.m., at The Natural 
Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Caves Rd., Austin.

Approved Master Gardener Advanced Training Opportunities
OCTOBER 2019

From the MG Membership Committee

OCTOBER 26 — “Deer-Resistant Plants” with 
Mary Kay Pope, Horticulturalist at the Backbone 
Valley Nursery, 10 a.m., at the Backbone Valley 
Nursery, 4201 FM 1980, Marble Falls.
OCTOBER 26 — “Plant ID Using Dichotomous 
Keys and Online Resources” with Michael Eason, 
San Antonio Botanical Garden Plant Conservation 
and Research Director, 1-4 p.m. (3 hr credit), at 
the San Antonio Botanical Garden, 555 Funston 
Place, San Antonio. Fee: $20. Register at sabot.
org/education/adult-classes/gardening-waterwise. 

Optional to bring magnifying glass, Wi-Fi capable 
laptop/tablet, camera/phone and notebook.
OCTOBER 26 — “Overthrow Monoculture: 
Manageable Lawn Reduction” with Alexa Villalobos, 
of Fertile Grounds Gardens, 10 a.m., at The Natural 
Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Caves Rd., Austin.
OCTOBER 29 — “Overthrow Monoculture: 
Manageable Lawn Reduction” with Alexa Villalobos, 
of Fertile Grounds Gardens, 10 a.m. (repeat), at The 
Natural Gardener, 8648 Old Bee Caves Rd., Austin.

What’s growing, blooming and producing 
in YOUR garden? Show it off in What’s 
Growing On! Send pictures of your plants 
and projects, plus a little information, to Gail 
Braymen  at gebfoto@gmail.com.

Top: Tecoma stans X ‘Bells of Fire’. 
Above: Gulf Fritillary (Agraulis vanillae) laying 

eggs on a Passion Vine.
Right: Hackberry Tree Bark (Celtics occidenta-

lis). The corky bark almost looks like beetles!
~ Louise Suhey
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A Sweet Partnership

Story and photos by
Gail Braymen

Gardeners need pollinators, and honey bees need 
nectar and pollen. Together, we make a winning team!

Female worker honey bees 
called foragers return to 
their hive laden with bright 
golden pollen. Since honey 
bees only care about 
gathering nectar and pollen 
to feed their colony, the act 
of pollinating vegetables, 
fruits and flowers as they 
move from flower to flower 
is purely accidental.

During a beekeeping workshop in San Antonio, an aspiring beekeeper has removed a frame from the 
“super” – the large hive box –to check the health and vigor of the honey bees living inside. A thriving 
colony, consisting of several thousand bees, will have young bees in various stages of development and 
plenty of honey stored to feed members of the hive.

I ’ve known I wanted to keep honey bees since my husband and I bought a piece 
of land in the Hill Country several years ago, with plans to build a house and 

live there after I retired from the Army. At the time, I had years to go until taking 
off my uniform, so beekeeping was a dream I set aside until Don and I were settled 
in our new home in the country.

Well, now we’re here, and the time for bees has finally come!
Neither Don nor I has any experience with bees (unless you count the hives on my parents’ 

Iowa farm that they allowed a local commercial beekeeper to have there in exchange for honey). 
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So, when I saw that the Bexar County Extension Service 
was putting on a Beekeeping Basics workshop in San Anto-
nio in September, Don and I immediately signed up.

The 30 or so students in our class – about 50/50 men and 
women and ranging widely in age – shared their reasons for 
wanting to keep bees:

• Many anticipate lowering their property taxes with an 
agricultural tax exemption (the number of hives required 
per acre to qualify for the exemption varies by county). 

• Some are gardeners looking to employ several thousand 
tiny helpers to pollinate their plants. 

• Some are in it for the sweet stuff – they want to harvest 
honey (some also want to harvest beeswax for candles and 
other products). 

• I think it’s fair to say everyone in the class just likes 
honey bees, and they see themselves as being good environ-
mental stewards by supporting and promoting honey bee 
culture.

“Our primary goal is pollination,” said Mike Fontenot, 
a workshop member whose wife is an avid gardener. But 
“stewardship of our natural resources” is the other reason 
he offered for why he and his wife already have one beehive 
and are considering adding another. “It’s very enjoyable to 
get out there and watch them. They’re easier to take care 
of than a dog or cat; they feed themselves and water them-
selves, and you can go on vacation for a couple of weeks 
and they take care of themselves.”

Kerri Runge, another workshop member and also a gar-
dener, is interested in keeping bees when she retires and at-
tended the class to gather information. “I’m trying to figure 
out if this is something I want to do,” she said. “Obviously, if 
you’re a gardener, you know insects are a big part of [garden-
ing]. You need to make sure things get pollinated if you’re 
growing fruits and vegetables, to maintain production.”

As for me, I fall into more than one category of potential 
beekeeper: I’m a gardener and would appreciate some help 
with pollinating. (I saw so few bees and other pollinators 
in our garden this year that I pollinated the squash and zuc-
chini by hand.) If our bees do well and ever have honey to 
spare, I would love to harvest and use our own homegrown 
honey. But, mostly, I just like bees! I dream of the day when 
we have a hive (or three), and I can pull up a chair and sit 
with the bees, watching them coming and going, listening 
to their busy humming.

“They’re like little dogs,” said Elena Osegnera, a work-
shop member and gardener who has four beehives on a 
large cattle ranch with lots of native vegetation. “I love to 
go and visit them and check them out. I love seeing what’s 
blooming and what they like.”

Urban gardeners can benefit from having bees just as 
much as their rural counterparts, because bees fly to find 
food; property lines mean nothing to them. In fact, most 
of the students in the workshop we attended have less than 
one acre on which to place hives, and one even has plans 
for a rooftop hive. We were told that two students in a previ-

ous workshop are chefs and planned to harvest honey from 
hives installed on roofs above their restaurants in down-
town San Antonio.

“It’s absolutely possible to keep bees in your backyard,” 
said Molly Keck, entomologist for the Bexar County Exten-
sion Service and one of the workshop instructors. “You just 
have to keep them gentle... and give honey to your neigh-
bors.”

Don and I learned a lot during the classroom portion of 
the beekeeping workshop, including the importance of bees, 

Above: A frame full of honey gleams in the sunlight, indicating 
this bee colony is doing well enough to have extra food to put 
in storage. Although some beginning beekeepers expect to 
start harvesting honey right away, it takes a new colony of bees 
several months to settle into their new home and build up enough 
honey reserve just to keep themselves fed. During the winter 
months, when nectar and pollen are hard to come by, a typical 
colony needs about 100 pounds of stored honey to sustain its 
members until spring.
Below: The queen bee rules members of the colony with 
pheremonal secretions that keep the hive running smoothly. The 
queen’s main role is to lay eggs – perhaps millions in her lifetime 
– to ensure the continuity of the colony.

Members of the 
Beekeeping Basics 

workshop conducted 
by the Bexar County 

Extension Service watch 
as a classmate removes 

a frame from the super of 
a beehive. The hands-

on experience in a 
working bee yard gives 

aspiring beekeepers the 
opportunity to become 

familiar with beekeeping 
tools and confident in 

their beekeeping suits, 
gloves and headgear.

Puffs of non-toxic smoke directed into the hive impair the bees’ 
ability to communicate via pheremones, making them less likely 
to feel threatened and attack the beekeeper. 
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January
Broccoli and other brassicas 
such as kale and ornamental 
flowering cabbage– let your fall 
planting bolt and bloom, Paper-
white Narcissus – naturalizing 
varieties provide lots of pollen 
and nectar

February
Primrose Jasmine, Cemetery Iris

March
Texas Mountain Laurel, Citrus, 
Bluebonnets

April
Lavender, Catmint, Rosemary, 
Strawberries, Roses

May
Licorice Mint, Basil, Cilantro, 
Salvias

June
Texas Lilac Vitex, Esperanza

July
Firebush, Texas Sage

August
Sunflowers

September
Butterfly Milkweed, Coral Vine – 

“The best bee-magnet vine that’s 
out there,” according to David.

October
Marigolds, Mexican Bush Sage, 
Fall Aster

November
Almond Verbena, Henbit

December
Purple Lantana, Loquat

basic honey bee biology, beekeeping equipment and some 
of the best plants to grow to feed bees. The next morning, 
though, we left the classroom and headed to Molly’s bee 
yard at her home, where we put on white coveralls, thick 
gloves and mesh-enclosed headgear. And then – we opened 
up some beehives!

The first bees we worked with were pretty calm about 
having the roof lifted off their home and pieces of their 
furniture lifted into the air and passed around a cluster of 
humans. Molly said this colony of bees is genetically pre-
disposed to being “gentle,” and their inherent good nature 
was enhanced by the early hour and mild, overcast weather.

The next bees we approached, on the other hand, were 
not quite as good-natured. When it came my turn to remove 
a frame from the hive, I heard a sudden, distinct change in 
the sound of the bees: their buzzing sped up and got louder. 
They were not happy, and they were saying so! One bee 
stung my glove, which I didn’t even feel, but which, unfor-
tunately, meant the bee would soon die. Bees, Molly had 
pointed out the day before, are altruistic and will sacrifice 
their lives to defend their homes, since the act of stinging 
disembowels them.

All the workshop students (even me, eventually) suc-
cessfully worked with the hives and beekeeping tools and 
learned to identify what was what on the hive frames: larvae, 
brood cells (the capped cells in which the larvae pupate) or 
honey. We even saw a queen bee! But the most important 

thing we learned in the bee yard, according to Molly, was 
to have confidence in our equipment. Many beekeepers, as 
they gain experience and become more comfortable around 
their bees, wear less protective gear. I was glad to be com-
pletely suited up for my first experience, though!

Now that Don and I have some book learnin’ and a little 
hands-on experience, we’re thinking about where to put our 
first beehive. The most important factors to consider are:

• Water source – This can be a tank, stream, pet bowl 
or anything else that consistently holds water. Bees prefer 
“dirty” water, so it’s OK, even preferable, to use a birdbath 
or other container with algae growing in it.

• Food sources – Bees feed on nectar and pollen they gath-
er from flowers; beekeepers may need to supplement with 
sugar water if there isn’t enough food available naturally.

• Foot traffic – Just like an airport, bees have a “flight 
path” into and away from their hive. It’s best not to have 
people walking in the flight path.

• Proximity to home, people and animals – People can 
usually remove themselves from the bees’ area if the colony 
becomes upset and starts stinging, but an animal such as a 
dog confined to a backyard can’t get away.

• Light and heat – Ideally, the location will have morning 
sun and afternoon shade.

I’m excited that my dream of keeping honey bees will 
soon come true. I may never be able to harvest honey, but I 
hope it’s the beginning of a very sweet partnership!

Honey bees are looking for two 
things: nectar and pollen. Wheth-
er or not you keep bees yourself, 
you can help feed the ones in 
your neighborhood. In return, 
they’ll help pollinate your fruits, 
flowers and vegetables!

“Honey bees can be active 12 
months of the year if the weather 
is right,” said Molly Keck, Bexar 
County Extension Service ento-

mologist and an instructor of the 
Beekeeping Basics workshop.

In northern regions, winter is 
the hardest season for honey 
bees. But here in Texas, Molly 
said, summer is the worst.

The key to supplying food for 
bees is having a variety of plants 
that bloom throughout the year, 
said David Rodriguez, horticultur-
alist for the Bexar County Exten-

sion Service and a beekeeping 
workshop instructor.

Not all of the plants David rec-
ommends for bees are Texas na-
tives, but they are all well-adapt-
ed. He especially recommends 
Texas Superstar varieties.

“Normally,” he added, “you 
don’t want herbs to flower if 
you’re using them for cooking, 
but bees love the flowers.”

Support your local honey bees!
If the bee disappeared off the surface of the globe, then man would 
have only four years of life left. No more bees, no more pollination, 

no more plants, no more animals, no more man.  ~Albert Einstein

Every third bite of food consumed by the average Texan is made available  
as a result of the pollination of honey bees and other insect pollinators.

This frame of a beehive 
contains capped 
brood cells, each one 
containing a bee pupa. 
It takes 12 days for a 
pupa to mature, then 
it chews through the 
wax cell cap to emerge 
and become an adult 
member of the colony. 
Virtually all the colony 
members are female 
and go through distinct 
life phases, serving 
several functions inside 
the hive before maturing 
enough to fly outside 
and work as foragers, 
their final role in life.

A (Brief) 
Month-by-

Month Guide to 
Bee-Friendly 

Plants
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Well, maybe Dr. Creech is a sapling 
hugger! 

On Sept. 17, the Highland Lakes 
Master Gardeners enjoyed an 
international/living legend horticulturist 
from Stephen F. Austin University. 
David Creech PhD’s presentation, 
“Climate Change-Friendly, Woody 
Ornamentals for a 21st Century Texas,” 
was very informative and enlightening. 
Dr. Creech explained how global 
warming will affect the Texas Hill 
Country vegetation in the many years 
to come. He specifically noted species 
of trees that are now proliferating in 
Mexico that will be common to the 
Texas landscape as the temperature 
increases. Dr. Creech’s presentation 
was well-received and enjoyed by all 
in attendance.

Story and photo by  
Andy Doerfler

We are very excited to introduce a brand-new 
column to The Dig It News: “Diggin’ the Dirt”! In 
each issue, we’ll pose a question about gardening 
to the HLMGA members. Email your answer to 
Suzy Buchanan at docinia@yahoo.com, and she’ll 
compile all the information for the next issue’s 
column. Have a question of your own you’d like to 
ask? Just let Suzy know what it is!

The question for this month is: 
Where do you buy seeds and bulbs? Do 
you use seed catalogs, local nurseries 
or other sources? What do you like 
about them?

Diggin’
 the Dirt
Compiled by Suzy Buchanan

NEW COLUMN!

What’s growing, blooming and producing in YOUR 
garden? Show it off in What’s Growing On! Send 
pictures of your plants and projects, plus a little in-
formation, to Gail Braymen  at gebfoto@gmail.com.

Tree hugger visits
    Burnet County

Call for Content!
The Dig It News is written for gardeners, by gardeners... and that 

means we need to hear from YOU!  You can send material at any time to 
Gail Braymen at gebfoto@gmail.com, but the deadline for the next issue 
(November) is October 28. 

You can send content as the text of an email or in a document – 
whatever works best for you. Cell phone pictures are fine, and photos are 
welcomed with all types of submissions.

Here’s a list of submission categories, but please don’t feel limited – if 
a topic interests you, chances are it will interest other HLMGA members!
• Articles - Stories about pveople, projects, plants, places or anything 
else you think would interest readers. Those of you with specialized 
training or knowledge are especially invited to share your expertise with 
the rest of us! Photos are a plus. (BONUS: time spent writing articles 
counts as volunteer time!)

• Photos / What’s Growing On - Share pictures of plants, projects, 
people, you name it. Please include a brief description of what is in the 
photo and identify any people.
• Gardener’s X-change -  Please include your email address and/or 
phone number so folks know how to contact you.
• Q&A with the HLMGA - Send gardening questions you have, or 
answer questions published in a previous issue.
• Diggin’ the Dirt - Share your gardening knowledge and experience by 
answering the question of the month.
• Garden Hacks - Share your best tips and tricks.
• Recommended Reading - Send the titles of your favorite gardening 
books.
• Links & Apps - Share your favorite online gardening links and 
applications.
• Recipes - Because who doesn’t like to enjoy the fruits – and veggies – 
of their labor?

Above: I started this heart leaf ice plant from 
remnants of a plant I had last summer. This 
succulent loves the sun and makes a great 

draper. This winter I plan to save cuttings in the 
garage to start new plants for 2020. 

Right: Unlike many ferns, I know this scarlet 
firecracker fern loves the sun. New growth 

shoots up straight and then drapes down to the 
sides, thus looking like an exploding firecracker. 

I was not successful getting a picture of this 
in good light and with humming birds feeding. 

Hummingbirds love these flowers and are 
around, except when the camera is.

~ David Waldo
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Luedecke 
Lessons

By Bill and Martelle  
Luedecke

Keep 
your souls and 

soles in your garden! 
Remember the True 

Master Gardener: Jesus 
said, “I am the vine; my 
Father is the Gardener.” 

John 15:1

Have questions or comments? 
Contact Bill Luedecke at bill@texasland.net or Martelle Luedecke at Luedeckephotography@gmail.com.Photos courtesy Texas A&M University

Lilies
Once your lilies have finished their 

bloom you may cut back the stalk but 
do not remove the leaves. The leaves 
will continue to furnish nourishment to 
the bulb. You may remove the leaves 
once they have turned brown and died 
down. When the stalk has died it is 
okay to cut it down. Once the stalk 
has died and you have cut it down, ask 
yourself when you divided your lilies 
last. About every 3-4 years lilies need 
dividing. If they are crowded it is OK 
to divide them before three years. To 
divide lilies, simply lift the plant out of 
the soil and divide the clumps. It’s best 
to use your hands rather than a spade 
or shovel. Your hands are less likely to 
leave gouges in the bulb. Replant back 
into the soil.
Irises

Each fall we need to give our irises a 
trim. To make the cut for the trim guess-
timate 6 inches up from the ground. 
Cut the leaf at a diagonal. We have 
found that scissors work great. (Make 
sure to clean them afterward.)  We tried 
with the snippers but since some of the 
leaves were so wide, we were having 
to make several cuts which resulted in 
a ragged trim.

When your irises become crowded 
you may divide them; we suggest no 
earlier than 4-6 weeks after the last 
blooming cycle. Irises are rhizomes 
(tuber that grows horizontally under-
ground with offshoots that become 
blooming leaf clusters) as opposed to 
bulbs. Under the soil they look like 
the fresh ginger you see in the produce 
section at the grocery store. To divide 
irises, you want to pull the clump out 
of the soil. You may need to loosen the 
soil around the clump of plants with a 
spade or a small shovel. Once you have 
lifted the clump out of the soil, you 
may begin to divide. You will break off 
the rhizome that is attached to the leaf 
cluster. It is OK to break the rhizome. 
It’s also OK to trim the roots if some of 

them are really long. Continue to break 
apart the cluster. Once you have divid-
ed your clumps you put them back into 
the soil. Irises don’t like to be buried 
too deep. They prefer a small part of 
the rhizome above ground level. A rule 
of thumb for replanting: plant the irises 
three times the width of the leaf dis-
tance apart. For example, if the leaves 
are 1 inch in width you would replant 
your rhizome clusters 3 inches apart. 
Not sure why, it simply works well for 
spacing.
Caladiums

We are getting to that time of year 
when we need to either remove or 
prepare bulbs for next season. Let’s 
look at Caladiums. They need to be 
harvested after their tops die. They 
have a natural dormant period in the 
Fall. They should be dug up before 
the first frost. Do not remove the fo-
liage, as it will nourish the tuber. Dry 
the bulbs in the sun by spreading them 
out on the driveway, sidewalk or a pic-
nic table for several days until dry to 
the touch. It is best to bring them in at 
night, so they won’t absorb the night 
moisture in the air. When they are dry, 
pack them in peat moss or similar dry 
material (or place in a porous sack, 
onion sack, pantyhose, etc.) and store 
in a well-ventilated area at about 70 
degrees (a range of 65 to 85 degrees). 
If we had basements, or access to Bat 
Cave, that would make it easier. Keep 
them warm and dry with plenty of air 
circulation.
Tulips

Now, let’s discuss tulips. Tulips must 
be planted in late December or early 
January. However, there is prepara-
tion to be done way before then. Tu-
lip bulbs must be chilled some six to 
eight weeks prior to planting. Placing 
your tulip bulbs in a brown bag in your 
refrigerator takes care of the chilling 
process. So, it is time to pick out your 
colors and types of tulips, so you can 
begin.

Daniel from Marble Falls writes, “I hardly get much 
pumpkin production, and then it looks like squash bugs or 
something come in and cut around the stem.” So, let’s delve 
right in.

First, some tips for pumpkin production. Pumpkins need 
lots of water, deep watering sessions so that the roots will 
be thoroughly watered. Try to avoid the foliage (leaves) of 
the pumpkin, they tend to rot if wet for too long. Pumpkins 
drain the soil of nutrients while they are growing. When 
your plant is about a foot, give it a boost of a fertilizer that is 
high in nitrogen. Then right before they bloom use a fertiliz-
er high in phosphorous.

As your plants grow and vine, grab your trimmers to 
prune. When you begin to prune the idea is to redirect the 
nutrients and water to several pumpkins to grow larger and 
healthy. To accomplish this, first choose the healthiest vines/
pumpkins you want to concentrate 
on. Trim the blooms off the weaker 
vines and trim excess vines.  For nice, big, plump pump-
kins, you should concentrate on three per plant. As 
they grow and get larger you can spin them a little and 
place a piece of cardboard underneath, so your 
pumpkins are rounder and less distorted.

Pest solutions for pumpkin patches: One of the biggest 
culprits is squash bugs. Squash bugs look like stink bugs, but 
you’ll find them on your vines and fruit. The adult squash 
bugs and nymphs feed on all parts of your plants.  One solu-
tion is to apply neem oil. However, you only want to apply 
neem oil if your chosen vines have completed the bloom 
cycle. Let us repeat that: only apply neem oil if there are no 
blooms. Second option, you can pick the bugs off and drop 
into a container filled with soapy water. You can of course 
squish the squash bugs. They don’t sting, bite or stink. Make 
sure to look under the leaf; they like to play “hide and seek.” 
Thirdly, you can catch them with duct tape. Another option: 
mix 1 teaspoon of dish soap with 1 quart of water in a spray 

bottle. Shake and spray directly on the bugs. The contact 
of the soapy spray is what suffocates them. Therefore, you 
may need to repeat. Finally, a preventive measure is to plant 
Nasturtium in your pumpkin patch. Nasturtium is an annual, 
low-growing, beautiful flower. Squash bugs run from Nas-
turtium, making the flower a wonderful companion plant for 
cucurbits (winter/summer squash, zucchini, pumpkins and 
gourds). And they’re purty.

Do y’all remember Tim the Tool Man? This final solution 
made us think of the old TV show. Grab the hand vac you 

use to clean the inside of your car or your shop vac with a 
long extension cord. You can actually vacuum the squash 
bugs and they’ll be gone in minutes. IF possible, use a 
brush attachment to protect the vine. Careful, you don’t 
want to vacuum around the flowers, you may suck the pet-
als up like one of us did (not telling who). Now all you 
need to do is decide which pattern to carve 

on your pumpkin or which reci-
pe to use to bake your pie.

WD-40
We mentioned using 
duct tape to remove stink 

bugs. Another stand-
by most of us have is 

WD-40. It’s not 
just for loosen-
ing bolts. WD 

stands for Water Dis-
placement. You can 

use it to keep flies off of cows 
and horses; removes tomato stains from 

clothing; those dead bugs on your grill (too bad 
they’re not squash bugs) comes right off; apply to 
fire ant bites and it takes the sting away. Do you know 
what the basic ingredient in WD-40 is? Fish oil. We 
bet the Indians had this figured out long before we did. 

Lions, tigers and bears, oh my.
Lilies, Irises and Caladiums, Woo Hoo!

Pumpkin Patch Tips
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Have a question about gardening? 
Ask the experts: your fellow HLMGA 
members! Please send your questions 
and answers to Gail Braymen at 
gebfoto@gmail.com. 

A In response to the question 
about getting rid of unwanted 
understory plants without harming 
the trees that they are under, I 
have had success with an all-
natural urea product. It works best 
just as the plants are starting to 
regrow. Apply a couple times a day 
for a few days, and the plant turns 
black and dies. An added bonus is 
a dose of nitrogen for the tree. The 
product is easier to apply by men, 
or a well-trained male dog could 
also apply.

Don Weber
Q We have some potted 
succulents and have plans for 

a rock garden with even more 
succulents planted in it. We know 
succulents do well in heat and 
drought, but what about during 

the winter? What varieties of 
succulents can we leave outside 
year-round, whether in pots or in 
the ground? 

Q&A with the HLMGA

Share links to your favorite online gardening sites and 
applications. Please send your links to Gail Braymen at 
gebfoto@gmail.com.

Gardenia.net – You can find an incredible amount of 
information about individual plants – including heat and 
climate zones, water needs, soil type and season of interest 
– on this very user-friendly site with plenty of big, color 
photos. Other easy-to-use features are garden and planting 
design ideas and multiple lists of plants sorted by criteria 
such as climate, hardiness and type. 

~ Recommended by Don Weber 
Chill Hours app – This app was created to help Mississippi 
fruit growers, but it works for Texans, too! Many temperate 
fruit plants have a chill requirement in order to come out of 
dormancy and grow and fruit normally in the following spring. 
Some fruit plants can have a high chill hour requirement 
(like some apples, cherries, etc.), whereas others can be low 
to none (some peaches, blueberries, grapes, etc.).  The Chill 
Hours app helps fruit growers assess growing conditions that 
impact plant physiology and helps them prepare for events 
in the upcoming season. Avaiable for iPhone and Android.

links & apps

                                                                  Come and join the fun!

Burnet Farmers 
and Crafts Market

Every Saturday, May 4 – Nov. 16, 
on the Burnet County Courthouse Square

Market Hours 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

For volunteer opportunities, contact Gary Hoffmann at 701-340-5047 or garyhoffmann137@gmail.com NEW!

Currently featuring:POLLINATORS!

Check out the HLMGA's  
brand-new Young Buds webpage 

for the little gardeners  
in your life!

• Fun projects & info!  
• Age-appropriate books!
• A new focus every season!

burnetcountyhighland-
lakesmastergardener.
org/young-buds.html

Young Buds Project Manager ~ Susan Young

What’s growing, blooming and producing in YOUR 
garden? Show it off in What’s Growing On! Send 
pictures of your plants and projects, plus a little 
information, to Gail Braymen  at gebfoto@gmail.com.

Left and above: This starfish plant is also called 
carrion plant because it smells like decaying meat 
when in bloom. The flower is 12” in diameter and is 
growing in a pot.
Below: Club Med at the downspout!

~ Amy Parke
Will succulents survive the cold?
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HLMGA Project Showcase
Farmers and Crafts Market

A note from Lavona Fry:
Master Gardeners, please 

be checking your plants, 
as in October we will start 
propagation at the Burnet 

Middle school and will  
need long stalks to cut  

up. I will put the word  
out through Sherry.

Photos courtesy John Hallowell,  
Highland Lakes Weekly

This new vegetable vendor 
at the market has very nice 

in-season veggies.
Photos by Lavona Fry

HLMGA Project Showcase
Farmers Market Plant Sale
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HLMGA Project Showcase
HARTH ~ Healing & Recovery Through Horses

HLMGA Project Showcase
Oaks Nursing Center Courtyard 

The Oaks residents 
come out to the court-

yard every morning to sit 
in the shade and have 

water or lemonade,
Photos by Lavona Fry

This is one of the days the 
Master Gardeners watered 
and trimmed at HARTH.
Photos by Lavona Fry
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It’s 5:45 p.m. and three chirping 
cardinals have perched in a mesquite 
tree. Based on the pattern, we can’t 
tell if they are anxious or demanding. 
However, it is certainly evident that 
they are impatiently waiting for their 
daily shower that will begin promptly 
at 6 p.m. These are the first of many 
birds that will come to this mesquite 
tree this evening. 

Sissy and I have a wildflower garden 
that we water using an oscillating 
sprinkler. It has been full of flowers 
all season long, and is currently full of 
young zinnias. A few months ago, we 
noticed that not only are we watering 
the plants, but also providing water 
sprays for the birds to enjoy as they 
sweep up into the tree.  

Tonight, the cardinals are followed by 
finches, tufted titmice, hummingbirds, 
and chickadees. There will be from 
15 to 20 of them enjoying the cool 
spray. It’s so neat to see them fluffing 
themselves as they move into the stream 
to be cleaned or cooled. Watching them 
is almost a nightly ritual – a ritual that 
after so many nights is still refreshing 
to watch.  

Story by Hank Rominski
Photos by Colleen “Sissy”  Tyler

Know of a great book that you would recommend to your gardening friends? Send the title to Gail Braymen at 
gebfoto@gmail.com. Written reviews are welcomed, but not required.

The Backyard Beekeeper: An Absolute 
Beginner’s Guide to Keeping Bees in Your  
Yard and Garden
By Kim Flottum

Thinking about adding several thousand head of tiny livestock to your spread? 
Me, too! I’ve owned a copy of this book for several years, and it’s helped prepare 
me to take on the responsibility – and joy, I hope! – of keeping honey bees. With 
this complete resource and the expert advice of Bee Culture editor Kim Flottum, 
your bees will be healthy, happy, and more productive. This handbook features 
expert advice for: 

• Setting up and caring for your own colonies
• Selecting the best location to place your new bee colonies
• The most practical and nontoxic ways to care for your bees
• Swarm control
• Harvesting the products of a beehive and collecting and using honey
• Bee problems and treatments

~ Recommended by Gail Braymen

A Guide to Bearded Irises: Cultivating the 
Rainbow for Beginners and Enthusiasts
By Kelly Norris

As the manager of Rainbow Iris Farm and co-editor of the Bulletin of the 
American Iris Society, Kelly Norris is the authority on gardening with bearded 
irises. His introductory chapters offer tips for successful growth, garden design, 
plant selection and “creating” new irises. A Guide to Bearded Irises also provides 
portraits of the most outstanding plants in each of the six recognized categories, 
from the dainty miniature dwarf bearded irises to the stately tall bearded irises. A 
resource section lists specialty nurseries, organizations devoted to bearded irises, 
and public gardens with notable iris collections.

~ Recommended by Freida Holland

Recommended     Reading Shower Time
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