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Background
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Our neighborhood water system is supplied by a 
network of 3 production water wells providing water to 
a treatment plant.  Treated water (chlorine injection) is 
in turn pumped to the residents of Double Horn.

As with most groundwater systems in Burnet County, 
we remain in a critical drought period.

We remain in Stage 3 drought conditions and water use 
restrictions are necessary. No outside water use is 
permitted and total water use is carefully monitored.
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If you want a 
garden or 

ŦƭƻǿŜǊōŜŘΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ 
the solution?
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Install a rainwater collection 
system

ωProfessional installers are good, 
but may be too expensive for 
many household budgets

ωWhy not try to do it yourself?

ΧΦƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀƴŘ 
lessons learned



Start with the 
requirements
What needs water and 
how to get it there?

Semi-rural property, view 
from the street

Two buildings, main house 
and bunkhouse

3/10/25 5



Main house
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Main house 
flowerbed

Deer buffet 
table 
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Bunkhouse
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Bunkhouse flowerbed

The other deer buffet table! 
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Back patio planters

5ŜŜǊ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳǳƴŎƘ ǳǇ ƘŜǊŜ ς yet! 
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For the main house 
& bunkhouse 
flowerbeds

Å1,550 gal. tank fed from 
back of bunkhouse roof

Åпέ ƻŦ Ǌŀƛƴ ǿƛƭƭ 
completely fill the tank

ÅWater is pumped from 
the tank through buried 
PVC pipes to the 
flowerbeds.

Å.ǳǊƛŜŘ ѹέ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ 
hose with drip ports in 
the flowerbeds
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For the back 
patio plants

ÅTwo 500 gallon tanks

ÅRainwater from the back half of the main house roof
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Moving the 
water

Å9ŀŎƘ ǘŀƴƪ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ѻ ƘƻǊǎŜǇƻǿŜǊ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ άƻƴ 
ŘŜƳŀƴŘέ ǇǳƳǇ

ÅWater is pumped to the buried pipes
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Irrigation 
timer for 
flowerbeds
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Patio planter spigot and hose

Å6 gal. per minute, 50 PSI
bƻǊƳŀƭ άhousewaterέ ǎǇƛƎƻǘ ƛǎ т ƎŀƭΦ 
per minute, 50-60 PSI
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