
Highland Lakes Master Gardener Association 
Burnet Agrilife Building and via Zoom 

General Meeting  
January 14, 2025  

 
Present: In person: 55/3 Guests/via Zoom 16 
 
Proceedings: 
Meeting called to order at 3:29 p.m. by Kerry Nyquist, President 
 
Kerry opened with announcing Samantha Melvin is out today and Marybeth Edeen 
will be presenting in her place.   
Kerry presented name badges that were previously undeliverable.  
 
Kerry thanked Virginie Lamb for setting up the refreshments. Please remember you 
receive an hour of VS if you bring a snack.   
 
Jennifer McMillan introduced our speaker, Marybeth Edeen who presented, 
“International Space Station-Seeing the Earth in New Ways.” 
 
Break 
 
Business Meeting: Kerry called the meeting back to order. 
 
December General Meeting minutes were approved as emailed and posted online.   
 
December financials were approved as emailed and posted online. 
 
Celia Manlove thanked project chairs for staying within budget. See Celia to pay 
dues by January 31, 2025. There was discussion regarding Scholarship funds and 
what to do to further our mission. 
Background checks are past due for those who needed to do them in 2024 and you 
should have received an email from Kelly Tarla. Contact Kelly if you are past due. 
 
MOTION by Marybeth Edeen to approve the Budget as emailed and posted online 
was seconded by Ray Buchanan.  
 
Project Updates: 
 
Burnet Middle School Greenhouse – Carolyn Crouchet mentioned that Lavona Fry 
will be coordinating a group to make plant tags for the Burnet Middle School Plant 
Sale. Please contact Lavona if you are interested in helping to make tags. 
 
The Garden – Kerry Nyquist asked for assistance from anyone willing to start seeds 
for the Garden.   



 
Hill Country Lawn and Garden Show – Roxanne Dunegan shared that the Lawn and 
Garden Show is the largest fund raiser for our association and the 2025 show is the 
25th year. The show this year will be Saturday, March 29, 2025. The vendor space is 
completely booked and she is working to acquire additional space at the old 
elementary school building. Email her to order 25th year t-shirts or you can order 
them at next months meeting. They will be silver. Please donate silent auction items 
and plant a few extra plants for the certification class booth. She will send out a 
volunteer sheet for the show. Quilting volunteers have taken the show quilt to the 
Farmers Market and $700.00 in donations has already been given.  New ideas for 
next year’s quilt design are welcome.  Roxanne is looking for a new person or 
several people to serve as next year’s Coordinator.  If you are interested, please let 
her know. 
 
King’s Garden – Marylynne Norman recognized Hank and Sissy Rominski for 
planting all of the onions, due to the weather being too cold to plant on volunteer 
days. Additionally, she added that Keith Atwood starts all of the seeds for the Kings 
Garden.     
 
Dig It – Marylynne Norman requested article content for the February issue of the 
Dig it.  She asked everyone to take pictures of seed starts to submit for future issues. 
 
Mustang ACE – Julia McComas mentioned the spring semester is about to start and 
the volunteer day changed. The new day is Tuesday 4:15 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.  There are 
about 15 kids, 1st thru 5th grade.  They are looking for volunteers. 
 
Committee Updates: 
 
Volunteer/Membership Committee – Carolyn Stephens mentioned that time is 
running out to submit hours for credit. She reminded everyone that the requirement 
for volunteer hours changed to 20 hours and the requirement for advanced training 
(AT) changed to 10 hours for 2025.  Attending Green Thumb earns 1 hour AT. In 
person Zoom earns 1 hour AT. Recordings online do not count for AT. The native 
plant society on Saturday will earn 1 AT.  
 
Financial Audit Committee – Gary Hoffman, Chairman, Doug McCoy, and Lavona 
Fry conducted the Budget Audit according to the by-laws.  Gary reported the 
findings of the Committee. The committee found that signatures were often times 
not legible.  The committee recommended a printed name line below the signature 
line.  He commended Celia Manlove for a job well done.  
 
Program Committee – Jennifer McMillan is looking for Ideas for speakers. 
 



Certification Class Committee – Joan Altobelli reported that the certification class for 
new associates will begin on February 4, 2025.  The class is on Tuesday for 11 weeks.  
The day changed from Wednesday to Tuesday this year, so new associates will be 
attending monthly meetings, as part of their class time. The enrollment fee was 
increased by $20.00 and there are 15 currently enrolled.  She and Julie Sartor are 
looking for presenters for the following: Beekeeping, Landscaping and Plant 
Development. She asked that members plant extra starts to donate to the class 
fundraiser.  They will sell the plants at the Lawn and Garden Show.   
 
Burnet Farmers and Craft Market – Patti Young is taking over for Linda Stoneking. 
 
Lester Fowler is taking orders for Leek starts. The cost per bunch varies depending 
on the amount ordered. They will be ready in May if planted in March.  He will 
order them in the middle to end of February.  Anyone interested in participating 
should contact Lester. 
 
Virginie Lamb thanked everyone for bringing refreshments. She did a drawing to 
reward participants. The winner of the drawing is April Cothran 

 
REMINDER!!!  Our next meeting is February 11, 2025 

 
Meeting adjourned at 4:29 p.m. 
Minutes submitted by the Secretary, April Cothran 
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