
Highland Lakes Master Gardener Association 
Burnet Agrilife Building and via Zoom 

General Meeting  
April 8, 2025  

 
Present: In person 52/Guest 1 /via Zoom 20 
 
Proceedings: 
Meeting called to order at 2:03 p.m. by Kerry Nyquist, President 
 
Kerry introduced Jennifer McMillan. 
Jennifer McMillan introduced our speaker, Samantha Melvin who presented 
“Gardens of Italy-Orto Botanical Garden and La Foce.” 
 
Break at 3:08 p.m. 
Meeting called back to order at 3:26 p.m. 
 
Virginie Lamb thanked those who brought snack.  She presented a small gift to Lisa 
White who won the monthly drawing. 
 
Kerry asked the membership about an Optimum projector that was not in the store 
room.  Willard Horn mentioned that it could be checked out and he would follow up 
on the issue.  
 
March General Meeting minutes were approved as emailed and posted online.   
March Financials were approved as emailed and posted online. 
 
Celia Manlove reported that we are required to get updated signs with the new 
Texas Master Gardener Association logo.  According to the bylaws, we need 
membership approval for any unbudgeted item over $500.00.  The cost is $573.00 
for the new signs.  She asked if there were any questions from the membership and 
there were none.  She then requested a motion to approve the expenditure. 
 
MOTION was made and seconded.  All approved. 
 
Additionally, Celia mentioned that we took in $7,878.00 for the Lawn and Garden 
Show.  She added account codes this year to separate the types of donations to help 
us track them year over year.   
 
Project Updates: 
 
Lawn and Garden Show - Roxanne Dunegan gave a report regarding the Lawn and 
Garden Show.  She mentioned that the plant booth was a huge success.   The plant 
sale earned $2,124.00.   The quilt raffle brought in $1,217.00.  The silent auction 
brought $2,800.00.  The vendor booths were a little under budget because of the 



space limitations and safety concerns.  She thinks of the three V’s – Volunteers, 
Vendors, and the Visitors.  The volunteers really make the show special.  There were 
approximately 850 visitors.  She is still looking for someone to help take her place as 
Project chair.   
 
Roxanne Dunegan mentioned the County Fair is June 13-14, 2025.  At the next 
meeting, she will have a sign-up sheet.  Think about the entries and any handy work 
for entry will do.   
 
Middle School – Carolyn Crouchet talked about the second middle school plant sale 
taking place tomorrow, April 9.  She said there is a huge assortment.  She thanked 
everyone for their support.   
 
Farmers and Craft Market – Patti Young thanked the early bird sign ups and 
encouraged everyone to come by. Kerry mentioned the vendors like the market 
because the booths are inexpensive.   For Master Gardeners, the charge is $5.00.  If 
you are selling vegetables the charge is $5.00.  If you sell crafts the charge is $10.00.  
If you are a reseller, the charge is $15.00.  The sale highlights the Burnet area and 
vendors come from all over.  The market runs from April 19 to November, the week 
before Thanksgiving. 
 
Oaks Nursing Home – Ingrid Hoffmeister thanked all of the volunteers for digging, 
pruning, watering, and pulling weeds.  There was a question about repairing the 
gate.  The gate repair is the responsibility of the nursing home.  She mentioned there 
are moon flower and aloe plants for Master Gardeners to take home.  
 
Mustang Ace – Julia McComas reported that there are four more weeks before 
summer break and that everything is going well.  The new sign looks great in the 
garden.  There was a question about the plants during the summer. She replied that 
the kids will be responsible for harvesting and watering the plants throughout the 
summer.   
 
Seed Library – Samantha Melvin thanked the 6 volunteers that organized 752 seed 
packets.  She asked members to please come by and get seeds and that Kelly Tarla 
also shares the seed packets with people in the community.  The public can access 
the seed library any time the Agrilife building is open.  Sunflower seed packets will 
be given away at the Farmers and Craft Market.   
Kerry added that the new brochures are available for events and Samantha said the 
flyer is on the website behind the member/password section under forms – HLMGA 
flyer. 
 
 
 
 



Committee Updates: 
 
Scholarship Committee – Lida Woodul spoke about the time to apply for 
scholarship is now until the end of March.  Students enrolled in an agricultural or 
horticultural program from Burnet County or Lampasas County qualify.  A high 
school senior, private school senior, home school senior or current college student 
can apply.   
 
Green Thumb – Connie Stein announced the next Green Thumb is part of a Water 
Conservation Series presented by Kelly Tarla, April 17th from 2:00p.m. - 3:00p.m. in 
the Agrilife Auditorium.  All green thumb presentations count for one hour of 
Advanced Training (AT). 
 

Meeting adjourned at 4:08 p.m. 
Minutes submitted by the Recording Secretary, April Cothran 
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