
Highland Lakes Master Gardener Association 
Burnet Agrilife Building and via Zoom 

General Meeting  
May 13, 2025  

 
Present: In person 57/Guest 0/via Zoom 21 
 
Proceedings: 
Meeting called to order at 2:10 p.m. by Kerry Nyquist, President. 
 
Kerry introduced Jennifer McMillan. 
Jennifer McMillan introduced our speaker, Willard Horn. He presented “Just the 
Facts, Please” 
 
Break at 3:13 p.m. 
Meeting called back to order at 3:33 p.m. 
 
April General Meeting minutes were approved as emailed and posted online.   
April Financials were approved as emailed and posted online 
 
Celia Manlove asked that members look at the Budget if you are a project chair to 
see where you are for the year.  The scholarship fund is now at $4500.00.  A family 
member of Marybeth Peoples (who recently passed away) donated to HLMGA in 
memory of her. 
 
Project Updates 
Burnet County Area Fair – Roxanne Dunegan thanked everyone that signed up to 
volunteer.  There are still some volunteer opportunities available.  There are many 
spots for walking around.  If you are unable to stand, there are sitting opportunities.  
The Fair is June 8-14, 2025.  
 
Burnet Farmers and Crafts Market – Patti Young shared that last week there were 
30 vendors.  May volunteer positions are filled, but there are spots available for 
June and July.  Please take a flyer to post at area businesses. 
Terri Winters shared that there were 799 Visitors last week.  It was very busy and so 
successful. 
 
Burnet Middle School Greenhouse – Carolyn Crouchet thanked all 25 of the 
volunteers.  The greenhouse is clean and shut down until early October. 
Kerry shared that the project funds raised goes to the teacher at the Middle School 
to support the project. 
 
The Garden – Kerry mentioned that the onions were pulled and Okra is going in on 
Wednesday.  Volunteers are needed.  



King’s Garden – Kerry shared that they have a Facebook page and please continue 
to help out at the garden. 
Oaks Nursing Home Courtyard Garden – Ingrid Hoffmeister/Ann McClanahan 
Plants are doing well and things are going well. 
 
Mustang Ace – Julia McComas shared “schools out!”  Plants produced and the kids 
took home their potted marigolds.  They had an end of year party. Happy to 
announce there are nine volunteers.  
 
Committee Updates 
 
Tech Committee – Samantha Melvin called for volunteers to take over the “Tech 
Squad.”   Some of the responsibilities will be setting up the zoom call, monitoring 
the zoom, getting the speaker system set up, etc.  Please talk to her if you are 
interested.  
 
Certification Class Committee – Joan Altobelli/Julie Sartor:  Twelve students 
graduated this year.  She thanked the 10 mentors and the committee members.  
Each graduate received a sapling from “The tree folks”, a non-profit organization 
that plants trees all over central Texas and cuttings from a one hundred seventeen 
year old oak. The students all passed with 100% answers correct.  The County 
Commissioners Chad Collier, Precinct 3 and Joe Don Dockery, Precinct 4 attended 
and passed out the certificates.  Thank you to Val Klaudt for hosting the class 
graduation field trip.  Kerry thanked Joan Altobelli and Julie Sartor for all of the 
hard work. 
 
Volunteer/Membership Committee – Carolyn Stephens announced that December is 
the annual Christmas Awards Recognition Meeting.  She has checked VMS to see 
who has already completed hours. These members have 20 hours of volunteer and 
10 hours of Advanced Training: 
Brenda Goble 
Carolyn Crouchet 
Ingrid Hoffmeister 
Diane Land 
Penny McCullough 
Chris Northrop 
Celia Manlove 
 
From the new class 
Linda Moreno 
Kari Rhodes 
 



Carolyn reminded everyone to report hours in VMS.  Today you will receive 1 hour 
Volunteer, 1 hour AT and 1 hour if you brought snack to the meeting.  If you have 
questions, give her a call. 
 
Scholarship Committee – Lida Woodul thanked Joan Altobelli, Ray Buchanan, 
Lavona Fry, and Susan Young for reviewing the applications and interviewing the 
scholars.  She presented the results of the scholar search.  The write up is attached 
at the end of these minutes.  She thanked the membership for giving each of the 
students $1,500.00.  Riley Arrington, McKenzie Evans, and Weiss Stanley are 2025 
scholarship recipients.   
 
Kerry announced that the board has nominated and approved Rachel Quitta for 
HLMGA Communications Secretary (Board position).  She will be taking the place 
of Marybeth Edeen.   
 
MOTION to Approve Rachel Quitta as Communications Secretary 
Samantha Melvin motioned and Virginie Lamb seconded, all in favor and none 
opposed. 
 
Green Thumb Program – Jana Barner/Sherie Ytreeide/Connie Stein  
Next topic is May 15 - Native and Low Water Turf Options 
June 19 - Earthkind Principles: Mulching; Rainwater Collection; Irrigation Audits; 
and Raised Beds 
Programs will be held at: Burnet County Agri-Life Extension Office on Vandeveer, 
in Burnet, TX, from 2:00 to 3:00 PM 
Free and open to the public. 
Green Thumb counts as 1 hour of AT. 
 
Our next meeting is June 3, 2025  (1st week of the month due to the Burnet County 
Fair taking place in the Agri-Life Building the 2nd week of the month.) 

Virginie Lamb thanked everyone for bringing snack to the meeting.  The winner of 
the drawing was Susan Young.  She received a Mother-in-Law tongue plant.   
 

Meeting adjourned at 4:08 p.m. 
Minutes submitted by the Recording Secretary, April Cothran 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Three Scholars - $1,500.00 
 
Riley Arrington attending Cisco College, transferring next year to 
Angelo  
State University.  
• Dean's list first semester with a 4.0  
• Pathway to Animal Science BS with Animal Rehabilitation minor  
• Continue to run her own animal therapy business part time  
• Heavy activity in high school in 4H and FFA. Currently 

outstanding in  
rodeo program at Cisco College  

McKenzie Evans attending Burnet High School currently, attending 
Texas  
A & M. Has been an active 4H'r in Burnet County  
• Texas Youth Livestock Ambassador Texas 4H  
• Norman Borland Youth in Agriculture Program, including travel to  

Australia and Canada working to solve global food challenges.  
• Texas FFA - Goat Production Proficiency State Champion  
• Offices in 4H & FFA at local, district and state levels  
• Active in Student Council and various other clubs  
• Motivated to study reproduction and embryology as a means to 

improve  
food production globally. Focus on ruminants. Weiss Stanley is 
currently home schooled and plans to attend LeTourneau  
University in Longview. Many may know Weiss as a fellow Master  
Gardener, Class of 2023 and mentor in 2024.  

• Active member of 4H since 2015. Showing livestock from 
rabbits,  
turkeys to lambs and goats. 4H always includes volunteering as 
a part  
of their program.  

• Weiss is also Team President, Team Captain and registered 4H 
Coach of  
the award winning Stonehill 4H Precision Rifle Team  

• Highland Lakes Habitat for Humanity team  
• Volunteered in HLMG gardens, 4H programs and matches  
• Graduated with a 4.0 as well as being an Accomplished 



pianist,  
Jiu-Jitsu, leader in student led Bible Studies, Prayer Groups  

• Civil Engineering. Highly motivated to use his Engineering to  
benefit the community, given his deep interest in horticulture and 
agriculture. Researched Hydrological, environmental and land  
development engineering allowing him to work in the agriculture  
context.  

 

While these three students grew up in our community, they have each  
chosen the college pathway best suited for their future. As a committee 
of  
five, we chose to award each student with a scholarship of $1500, 
payable  
to their schools, half at the. end of each semester.  

We were very impressed with their maturity, confidence and self-  
awareness. Delightful discussions! Even learned about the science 
of  
embryology.  

I hope to have several of these scholars come meet everyone in 
June.  
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