
Highland Lakes Master Gardener Association 
Burnet Agrilife Building and via Zoom 

General Meeting  
June 3, 2025  

 
Present: In person 41/Guest 0/via Zoom 21 
 
Proceedings: 
Meeting called to order at 2:04 p.m. by Kerry Nyquist, President. 
 
Kerry introduced Jennifer McMillan. 
Jennifer McMillan introduced our speaker, Manena Rueffer. She presented 
“Garden Arbors, Trellises, and Hanging Baskets.” 
 
Break at 3:08 p.m. 
Meeting called back to order at 3:26 p.m. 
 
May General Meeting minutes were approved as emailed and posted online.   
May Financials were approved as emailed and posted online 
 
Celia Manlove shared that we are in good shape.  There was one anomaly on the 
insurance.  A credit will be issued from the Cincinnati Insurance Company for 
overpayment in the amount of $1,113.00 due to a payment that was mailed and not 
received. The payment was also paid online.  
Scholarship monies will be used in August.   
The mini-storage was renewed and they issued a discount because we are a non-
profit.   
 
Committee Updates 
 
Scholarship Committee-Lida Woodul introduced Riley Arrington, one of our 
scholarship recipients.  Riley expressed her gratitude stating that she is grateful for 
the funds.  She is using them to attend Cisco College and added she made the Dean’s 
list and the President’s list.  She will participate in Rodeo, running barrels, again 
this year.  She worked at the Burnet Middle School Greenhouse helping her mom, 
since she was little as well as she enrolled in the greenhouse class during Middle 
School.  Lida presented an award certificate that Joan Altobelli made on behalf of 
the Highland Lakes Master Gardener Association.  Lida thanked the membership 
for supporting the scholarship program. 
 
Volunteer/Membership Committee – Carolyn Stephens announced member 
recertification for this month: 
 
Ryan Rowney (New Certification Class)  



 
Joan Altobelli   Willard Horn   Curtis Raetz 
Doug McCoy    Robert Land 
Julia McComas  Dana Tiller 
Diane Hunter   Jeanne Valenta  
 
Kerry mentioned that if you enter “Volunteer” you should not be using “other” 
when you enter hours.  The only people that should have hours under “Certification 
Class” are Mentors or Coordinators. The only people that can enter hours under 
Green Thumb are the Coordinators or Presenters. If you attend a Green Thumb, 
record your hours as Advanced Training (AT). Anyone attending the meeting gets 1 
volunteer hour, 1 hour AT and 1 Volunteer hour if you bring snack.  There was some 
discussion and the membership committee will clarify how to record hours when 
researching for presentations, approved and un-approved. 
 
Tech Committee-Kerry talked about the need for Tech Committee replacements.  
Please talk to Jennifer, Joan or Julie if you have questions. 
 
Burnet County Fair-Roxanne Dunegan recommended that we take a free brochure 
and look at the rules and regulations for the County Fair coming up next week. 
 
Lawn and Garden Show-Roxanne Dunegan is looking for three Coordinators to 
organize Volunteers, Visitors and Vendors.  She has a spreadsheet with the 
responsibilities for each category, dividing each into teams.  She will be available for 
questions about any of the categories and sub-categories.  Kerry added that the 
Lawn and Garden Show is a major fund raiser. 
 
Project Updates 
 
Burnet Farmers and Crafts Market-Patti Young is putting flyers in the back.  25 
Vendors set up last Saturday.  She thanked Volunteers.  
 
The Garden-Kerry asked that we continue volunteering in the Garden. 
 
King’s Garden-Kerry shared that the hail damaged plants, but they are replanting.  
 
Oaks Nursing Home Courtyard Garden-Kerry mentioned that they will make 
announcements when needed. 
 
Green Thumb-The next Green Thumb is June 19, 2025 “Earth kind Principles.” 
Lyn Mefford is presenting on July 17, 2025  “Preserving Memories & the Harvest: 
Classic Canning, Fancy Freezing and Quickles.” Both presentations count for 1 
hour AT and will be at the Agrilife Auditorium. 



There is a Volunteer Entomology Advanced Training with Wizzie Brown that 
requires 20 presentation hours after virtual training is complete. The online training 
begins Tuesdays and Thursdays in September and October from 10:00 – 12:00.  If 
you pay the $125.00 enrollment fee, complete the class and presentation volunteer 
hours, HLMGA will reimburse you the enrollment fee. 
 
Kerry asked that we stop by and visit the planter boxes that the certification class 
designed and planted.  He mentioned that the next meeting will be July8, 2025. 

Virginie Lamb thanked everyone for bringing snack to the meeting.  The winner of 
the drawing was Sandy Balentine.  She received a Silver Quill house plant and Sun 
Chokes. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:06 p.m. 
Minutes submitted by the Recording Secretary, April Cothran 
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