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Why Native?

ÅWe need plants and trees with multiple local benefits, not just one or 
two.

ÅSupporting caterpillars supports native birds, bats, pollinators, other 
insects, lizards, etc. Caterpillars are a prime conversion of plant 
matter to protein.

ÅNesting ςNative trees provide ideal nesting sites for native birds

ÅPlant associations ςmycorrhizal, microbial, parasitic, etc.

ÅAfter death ςbeetle larvae and fungi are creating food and breaking 
down organic matter (Snags are trees too!)



Specialist VS Generalist

Natives support Specialists AND Generalists

Redbudς[ŜŀŦŎǳǘǘŜǊ ōŜŜΣ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ 9ƭŦƛƴ ōǳǘǘŜǊŦƭȅ

JuniperςCedar Sedge, GoldencheekedWarbler, Juniper Hairstreak

HackberryςMistletoe, Great Purple Hairstreak, Hackberry Emperor 
Butterfly, Quail

Non-natives may support a few generalist species but are 
overwhelmingly unproductive in comparison to natives 





Why diversity matters (1 of 2)

ÅLandscape resilience to pests, disease, weather

10-20-30 RULE

ISA Recommends no more than:

10% of a tree species (example: Live Oak)

20% of a tree genus (Example: Any Oaks)

30% of a tree family (Example: Fagaceae, Oaks/Beeches/Chesnuts).

Note: Dutch Elm Disease, Oak Wilt, Emerald Ash Borer, ChesnutBlight, 
CǊŜŜȊŜ ƻŦ ΨнмΣ 9ȄǘǊŜƳŜ 5ǊƻǳƎƘǘΣ ²Ŝǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘǎ



Why Diversity matters (2 of 2)

ÅWildlife benefit ςdiversity breeds diversity

Diversity of native plants promotes more biological action in soil. 
Diverse plantingssupport more wildlife bringing more diversity and 
balance. Study on Chickadees showed yards with less than 70% native 
plants could not support stable reproducing populations. (Douglas 
Tallamy)

ÅNative diversity is needed

With increasing agriculture, land fragmentation, lawns, pavement etc. 
Native diversity is more important than ever.



Upland Overstory Trees

ÅCedar Elm

ÅChinkapin Oak

ÅMexican White Oak

ÅAnacua

ÅLive Oak (Plateau or Southern)

ÅRed Oak (Texas or Shumard)

ÅBurr Oak

ÅHoney Mesquite

ÅAshe Juniper

ÅNetleafHackberry

ÅPost Oak

ÅTexas Ash

ÅGum Bumelia

ÅWestern Soapberry



Riparian & Floodplain Trees

ÅPecan

ÅSycamore

ÅCottonwood

ÅBald Cypress

ÅRed Mulberry

ÅOsage Orange (Bois ŘΩŀǊŎ)

ÅCarolina Basswood

ÅBox Elder

ÅBlack Willow

ÅBurr Oak

ÅChinkapin Oak

ÅAmerican Elm

ÅGreen Ash

ÅSugar Hackberry



What are your questions?



The understory (more diversity!)

Pros

ÅAdds levels, variety, and wildlife benefit to the landscape

ÅMore colorful options

ÅOften neutral or beneficial to overstory tree

Cons

ÅNot always advisable near home (potential fire hazard)

ÅMay require thinning

ÅLess convenientoverstory tree access




