Highland Lakes Master Gardener Association
Burnet Agrilife Building and via Zoom

General Meeting
October 14, 2025

Present: In person 44/Guest O/via Zoom 20

Proceedings:
Meeting called to order at 2:09 p.m. by Kerry Nyquist, President.

Kerry greeted the membership.
Jennifer McMillan introduced our speaker, Lyn Mefford. She presented “Garden,
Gifts, Gadgets and Hacks.”

Break at 3:05
Meeting called back to order at 3:22 p.m.

September General Meeting minutes were approved as emailed and posted online.
September Financials were approved as emailed and posted online

Celia Manlove shared that we are in good shape regarding the budget. The Edward
Jones investment is earning a small amount. She shared that we are now able to pay
dues online. She thanked Kerry Nyquist and Samantha Melvin for their assistance
setting up the payment system. To pay online, go to the members section, then
directories forms. There you will find the online dues payment. There is a small
processing fee. Some members have paid dues online and she added that the system
is working well. Celia mentioned that the certification class will be able to pay for
the registration online, as well.

Committee Updates

Project Evaluation Team — Lyn Mefford reported that all of the applications were
renewal applications. The recommendation to the Board is to renew all of the
following projects:

The Burnet County Fair Kings Garden

The Burnet Farmers and Crafts Market Oaks Nursing Home Garden
The Burnet Middle School Greenhouse Show Donation Quilt

The Garden Seed Library

The Lawn and Garden Show Mustang ACE at Spicewood

Elementary School
A letter will be sent out to the Chairpersons announcing the result of the vote today.
She thanked her committee members, Ingrid Hoffmeister, Willard Horn, Robin
Young, and Lavona Fry.




MOTION by Roxanne Dunegan to accept the projects as listed for 2026.
Joan Altobelli seconded and all were in favor, none were opposed.

Kerry mentioned that some of the projects need extra help. The Board will be
making phone calls to request help with specific projects.

Coleen Collett is an approved Emeritus Member transferring from Cameron
County.

Volunteer/Membership Committee — Carolyn Stephens announced member
recertification for September:

LuEllen Schoen Diana Castello Sherie Ytreeide
Roxanne Dunegan Jennifer McMillan Karen Roberts
Susan Young Samantha Melvin Jana Barner
Linda Johnson April Cothran Lou Ann Raetz
Jenny McCoy Dr. Ray Buchanan

Scott Winter Ann McClanahan

New Associates that have certified:
Gail Morrison

The cut off is October 31, 2025 to be recognized at the December Christmas Awards
Meeting. The company that issues the badges needs time to make them.

Members will be recognized for tenure and volunteer service hours at the December
meeting. Please send an email to Carolyn if you need help entering your hours. If
you have a valid reason for not obtaining all of your hours, contact Carolyn and she
can help you.

Certification Class — Joan Altobelli provided a handout for the new certification class
that begins in February and runs 11 weeks. She shared that there is a QR Code on
the handout. If you scan it with your phone, it will take you directly to the
application and payment window on the website. She requested that we give it to
someone or post it. If you are interested in being a mentor, there is a meeting right
before the next general meeting in November.

Nominating Committee — Kerry Nyquist shared the results of the nominating
committee for positions open in 2026. The nominees are Vice President/ Penny
McCullough, Treasurer/Brenda Goble, and Communications Secretary/Rachel
Quitta. The positions remain open and the Committee is accepting further
nominations. Please let Kerry know if there are additional nominees. There were no
nominees mentioned from the floor. Kerry added the membership will vote at the
November meeting.




Burnet Middle School Greenhouse — Carolyn Crouchet thanked the membership
volunteers for all of the plants that were donated and requested four inch pots,
She will email if there is a need for additional cuttings.

Seed Library — Kerry shared on behalf of Samantha Melvin that Backbone Valley
donated seeds. Samantha will be scheduling a work day to get them organized. She
requested that we stop by and check out the seed library.

Project Updates

Lawn and Garden Show - Roxanne Dunegan reported that “Save the Date” March
28, 2026 went out to 600 Vendors. We have 60 booths available. She is adding
additional booths to the show using the space previously dedicated to the silent
auction. Registration material will go out to potential vendors in mid-December.
The donation quilt is being presented at the Burnet Farmers and Crafts Market. It
has $400.00 in donations, as of this meeting.

Roxanne shared that she has become a volunteer with Education Connection.
Education Connection is a non-profit looking for volunteers to read to two children,
one day a week for 15 minutes. She proposed to Kerry and Lyn that if there is
interest from the membership, she will submit an application to the Project
Evaluation Team (PET) so Master Gardeners could get involved. She shared
information about the program. If you have questions, please contact Roxanne if
you are interested.

Burnet Farmers and Crafts Market - Patti Young shared that there are 6 weeks left
for the market. She asked for nine more volunteers to finish the year.

The Garden -Julia McComas asked for volunteers at the Garden. They are taking
out okra, planting onion, planting radishes, moving blackberry bushes. Come at
8:00, Monday, Wednesday or Friday, if you would like to help. The Garden is
located behind the Trinity Episcopal Church in Marble Falls at 909 Avenue D.

King’s Garden — Kerry mentioned that Marylynne Norman served as coordinator
for two years and she will not continue after December. The Kings Garden is located
at The First Baptist Church, 3435 Ranch Road 1431 W in Kingsland if you would
like to volunteer.

Oaks Nursing Home — Ingrid reported that the garden looks fabulous. The flowers
are blooming. The team covers for each other. She asked that we come and visit the
garden to see all of the flowers. She will send out a notice when she has a work day.




Kerry shared that we are starting an activity that would field incoming phone calls
for Kelly Tarla. She is looking for volunteers to return calls and answer questions
that she receives, once per week. This activity is good for someone that would like to
receive hours by volunteering inside.

Reno Lamb spoke about our water wells. He shared that he serves on the Water
Board for the Central Texas Ground Water Conservation District. He asked that all
Burnet County residents register their wells. He brought up an interactive map to
show wells that are registered. He mentioned that some people have barren land.
He offered to show anyone how to avoid mistakes that people make with barren
areas on their land inviting us to see what he has done on his property.

Ryan Romney, President of the Water Board shared that the Water Board recently
purchased property located on 281 and will need Master Gardener help with
projects at that location in the near future. He shared a vision for how the property
could serve our community.

Kerry added that the Christmas program is December 9, 2025. He mentioned the
need to get hours in to the system.

Kerry proposed we take a vote on 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. or 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Additionally, if you lost your badge or it is damaged, contact Kerry for a
replacement. The cost is $7.50.

MOTION by Willard Horn supporting 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. as the scheduled time

for the Christmas program on December 9, 2026.
Diana Castello seconded the motion. There was discussion, but majority approved.

Kerry shared that background check notifications went out. Dues cover the
background check for $12.00. Members will need to pay for their background check
and request a reimbursement. The deadline to finish your background check is
December 31, 2025.

Green Thumb —Kerry mentioned that the next Green Thumb is October 21, 2025
from 2:00 — 3:00. Hank and Sissy Rominski present “How to Build a Pollinator
Garden in your Backyard” at the Lakeshore Library.

Kerry added that a new Awards Committee will be formed to recognize members
through the State Master Gardener Association.

Virginie thanked everyone for bringing snack. Brenda Goble won a plant for this
month’s drawing.




Susan Young mentioned that if we are interested in the night sky communities, there
is an informational meeting at the Marble Falls Library, October 20 at 1:00 p.m.
and at the Burnet Library, November 5 at 5:00

Our next meeting is November 11, 2025, at 2:00 p.m..

Meeting adjourned at 4:14 p.m.
Minutes submitted by the Recording Secretary, April Cothran
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