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Highland Lakes Master Gardener Association 
Burnet Agrilife Building and via Zoom 

General Meeting  
November 11, 2025 

 
Present: In person 60/Guest 0/via Zoom 12 
 
Proceedings: 
Meeting called to order at 2:03 p.m. by Kerry Nyquist, President. 
 
Kerry introduced our speaker, Kelly Tarla. She presented “Fall Gardening.” 
 
Break at 3:00 
Meeting called back to order at 3:20 p.m. 
 
October General Meeting minutes were approved with one last name correction.   
October Financials were approved as emailed and posted online 
 
Celia Manlove shared that the finances are in good shape and no concerns.  The 
2026 Membership Dues are due by the last day in January.  She mentioned the 
online payment is very easy to use and pay.  The tab is on the welcome page. 
 
Committee Updates 
Membership Committee – Carolyn Stephens asked that everyone enter their hours.  
December 31 is the deadline.  Samantha Melvin added that the Advanced Training 
(AT) opportunities are posted on the website every month. 
 
Certification Class – Joan Altobelli shared that the new class will be in February and 
the deadline to apply is January 31, 2025.   She will be sending an announcement 
and asked that we post on the neighborhood sites.   
 
Kerry announced that nominations are open for new board members.  The Board 
recommended the following nominations for the positions of Vice President- Penny 
McCullough, Treasurer – Brenda Goble and Communications Secretary – Rachael 
Quitta.  There were no nominations recommended from the membership.  
 
MOTION to elect Penny McCullough as Vice President was made by Lida Woodul, 
seconded by Dr. Ray Buchanan, all in favor and none opposed. 
 
MOTION to elect Rachael Quitta as Communication Secretary was made by Reno 
Lamb, seconded by Diana Castello, all in favor and none opposed. 
 
MOTION to elect Brenda Goble as Treasurer was made by Lester Fowler, seconded 
by Ingrid Hoffmeister, all in favor and none opposed. 
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MOTION to confirm Kerry Nyquist as President, Willard Horn as at large, Diana 
Castello as at large, and April Cothran as Communication Secretary was made by 
Lida Woodul, seconded by Christina Nabors, all in favor and none opposed. 
 
Project Updates 
Middle School Green House – Kerry shared that Carolyn Crochet announced a 
workday. The workday is tomorrow, November 12, 2025 from 12:30p.m. - 3:00p.m. 
 
Seed Library – Samantha Melvin reported that Backbone Valley donated seeds.  The 
seeds will be available in the Seed Library and the varieties donated are: 
Sunflowers  Milk Weed  Lemon Basil  Tulsi Basil 
Cosmos  Gomphrena   Thyme  Cat grass 
Marigolds   Hyssop  Sage    Lemon Balm 
Money Plant   Mexican Sunflower Tarragon   Stevia 
Black-eyed Susan Coleus   Sweet  Thai   Cantaloupe  
Amaranth   Salvia    Fava Bean   Cucumber 
Morning Glory  Snap Dragon   Oregano   Loofah 
Castor Bean   Zinnias   Parsley   Kale 
Petunia   Gazania   Mint    Squash  
Celosia   Cleome   Hard-shell Gourd 
Moss Rose   Fennel   Marjoram Sweet  Banana Peppers 
Samantha requested we express our gratitude to Backbone for contributing to the 
Seed Library. 
 
Lawn and Garden Show - Roxanne Dunegan thanked those that have already 
donated to the quilt.  She will be available after the meeting if you would like to 
donate.  She recognized Joan Altobelli, Karen Allen, Kathy Forisha, Julie Griser 
Julia McComas and Julie Sartor as well as herself for working together to make the 
quilt.  She mentioned that people from all over are donating to the quilt.  
The Lawn and Garden Show will not have the silent auction if no one takes on the 
responsibility.  The show will be March 28, 2025.  The two days before the show are 
scheduled workdays. 
 
The Garden – Kerry mentioned that tomatoes and peppers were picked before the 
upcoming freeze.  Come at 8:00, Monday, Wednesday or Friday, if you would like to 
help.  The Garden is located behind the Trinity Episcopal Church in Marble Falls at 
909 Avenue D. Julia McComas mentioned that she needs some power to move some 
soil with the wheel barrow.  
 
King’s Garden –Marylynne Norman is teaming up with Cris Northup and Terri 
Rhodes as a team to serve in The Kings Garden.  Terri will serve on Monday, 
Marylynne will serve on Wednesday and Hank and Sissy will be there on Friday. 
She mentioned the Onions will be here, next week.  The garden is located at The 
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First Baptist Church, 3435 Ranch Road 1431 W in Kingsland if you would like to 
volunteer.  
 
The Dig-it - Gulay Akkus-Nart and Weihong Kronfield are going to take over “The 
Dig-it” 
 
Oaks Nursing Home – Ingrid reported that the garden is still blooming. 
The bumble bees and butterflies are still there and the watering is once or twice a 
week. 
 
Green Thumb – The team has wrapped up for the year. They will need someone to 
fill Connie Stein’s position.  If you like to set up speakers, there is a spot available.  
 
Mustang Ace – Julia McComas mentioned that the team is finishing up for the 
semester.  Next semester will need more volunteers.  One hour and half, once a week.  
Marylynne mentioned Julia and others organized beautifying the planters for the 
public defender’s office in Burnet. 
 
Kerry shared that a position is available that would help Kelly Tarla with returning 
calls in the office relating to Master Gardener topics.  It will be an approved activity.  
It is an indoor activity.  The time is volunteer hours and will be flexible. 
 
Kerry mentioned the need to get hours in to the system.   
 
Kerry reminded the membership that the Christmas program is on December 9, 
2026 from 4 p.m.-6 p.m. at the Agrilife Building on N.Vandeveer Street. From 4 
p.m.-5 p.m. will be a buffet and from 5 p.m.- 6 p.m. will be our business meeting. 
The Elderberry band is providing the entertainment. The Board is providing the 
spiral sliced ham.  Sign up to bring something.  The Board is coming early to set up. 
 
Kerry shared that you will receive an email if you are due for a background check. 
Reimbursement for 2025 closes at the end of the year.  Submit your reimbursement 
requests before the end of December.   
 
Kerry spoke with Kelly Tarla about the schedule for the meetings in 2026.  It is a 
primary year, so the February Meeting will be Monday, February 9, 2026, the 
March Meeting will be Monday, March 9, 2026 and the April Meeting will be 
Thursday, April 9, 2026. 
 
Reno Lamb shared that the Commissioner’s said the gym air conditioner is 
working. 
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Virginie thanked everyone for bringing snack.  Weihong Kronfield received the 
Walking Kalanchoe in appreciation for bringing snack.   

Meeting adjourned at 4:05 p.m. 
Minutes submitted by the Recording Secretary, April Cothran 
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