
Highland Lakes Master Gardener Association 
Burnet Agrilife Building and via Zoom 

General Meeting  
September 9, 2025  

 
Present: In person 48/Guest 3/via Zoom 17 
 
Proceedings: 
Meeting called to order at 2:13 p.m. by Kerry Nyquist, President. 
 
Kerry introduced our speaker, Kelly Tarla. She presented “Water Collection: 
Where will we be 20 years from now?” 
 
Break at 3:16 
Meeting called back to order at 3:33 p.m. 
 
June General Meeting minutes were approved as emailed and posted online.   
June, July, and August Financials were approved as emailed and posted online 
 
Celia Manlove shared that there are no issues on the financials.  The payments for 
three scholarship students were issued. 
 
Virginie thanked everyone for bringing snack.  Linda Johnson won the drawing. 
 
Committee Updates 
 
Project Evaluation Committee – Lynn Mefford thanked the Committee members 
for their work.  Project applications are due Monday, September 15, 2025. She 
mentioned that according to our By-laws, this is a hard date.  She asked 
membership to record hours to help the Committee whether to consider the projects 
for the future. 
 
Volunteer/Membership Committee – Carolyn Stephens announced member 
recertification for June, July and August: 
Patti Young   Virginie Lamb  Gail Eltgroth 
Julie Sartor   Rebecca Hewett  Lyn Mefford 
Lavona Fry   Debbie Sayre   Connie Stein 
Princess Aschermann Linda Birdwell  Fred Machell 
Karen Koppes-Allen  Cathy Sereno   Terri Clark 
New Associates that have certified: 
Gail Johnson   Sandy Valentine  Reno Lamb 
Carolyn reminded members they need 20 hours of volunteer service and 10 hours of 
Advanced Training.  She stated we have 101 members and only 31 have recertified 
as of this meeting.  81 members have recorded some hours.  Members have 5 more 



opportunities to gain advanced training. In order to be recognized at the Annual 
Christmas party, the hours need to be entered by October 31, 2025.  If you travel for 
a project, include that in your time. If you do not think you will obtain your hours 
due to an illness or family issue, there are waivers available. If you have any 
questions, please call Carolyn. 
Kerry added that some members have given presentations. Members are able to 
claim up to 6 hours Advanced Training for the research in preparation for the 
presentation. He mentioned that we collect 1 Volunteer hour when presenting.   
Ray Buchanan mentioned there are additional advanced training opportunities in 
“The Digit.” Samantha Melvin added that there are opportunities listed on the 
website.   
 
Carolyn Crouchet shared that a member had a stroke.  She doesn’t have a lot of 
information at this point, but had permission to let us know.  If we would like to 
contact the member, she would like to hear from the members.  
 
Burnet Middle School Greenhouse – Carolyn Crouchet announced that the 
Greenhouse work team is starting this month.  A background check is required 
through the Raptor system.  Next month she will need your cuttings.  Some repairs 
are happening on the green house at this time.  Carolyn requested that you let her 
know if you are interested in joining the team, she will place you on the email list 
that will give reminders of upcoming work days.  She does not have the schedule of 
work days, yet. Additionally, if you have extra pots, you can throw them over the 
fence at the middle school. 
 
Tech Committee – Samantha Melvin requested additional members for the team.  
She mentioned that Reno Lamb is helping, but there is a need for 2 or 3 more people 
to help out during the monthly meetings and that would be the only volunteer time 
required. 
Kerry added that Samantha will be recognized at the Fall Symposium of the Native 
Plant Society for her art work that was displayed at the Round Rock City Hall.  The 
display depicted native plants and landscape.  Samantha’s current exhibit is at The 
Lincoln Penn Gallery located on East 6th Street until October 5,, 2025.  
 
New Certification Class – Joan Altobelli is looking for mentors and presenters for 
the new class that starts in February 2026.  She is receiving interest in the class and 
the application is posted on the website. 
 
Project Updates 
 
Lawn and Garden Show - Roxanne is currently displaying the quilt at the Farmers 
Market each week.  The raffle tickets are $1.00 each and 6 for $5.00. 
 



Burnet Farmers and Crafts Market - Patti Young announced that the train track is 
repaired, so the crowd at the market should increase. She recognized those that have 
volunteered at the market. Please let Patti know if you could volunteer.  
  
The Garden - Kerry said that David Waldo requested more help in the garden. He 
asked for 1 hour a week.  The Okra is 12 feet tall. The work never stops and it is 
year around. The food grown in the gardens benefit area food banks. 
 
King’s Garden - Mary Lynne is planning to do a large order for onions and garlic. 
She will announce in the future.  
 
Oaks Nursing Home - Kerry mentioned that they will be moving and we hope that 
the project will continue and we will move with them.  
 
Green Thumb -The next Green Thumb is September 18, 2025, Willard Horn is 
presenting, “Tracking our Pollinators, the Host Plants Necessary for Their 
Survival.” at the Lakeshore Library at 2:00 p.m.  Then, on October 21, 2025, Hank 
and Sissy Rominski will present “How to Build a Pollinator Garden in Your 
Backyard” at the Lakeshore Library at 2:00 p.m. 
 
Kerry shared that the next board meeting will be October 6, 2025.  The Project 
Evaluation Committee will be finishing up this month.  The nominating committee 
will look to fill the Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary of Communications 
positions.  In October, we will present the recommendations of the nominating 
committee to membership and will take nominations for those positions from the 
membership.  In November, we will vote on the nominations.  At our final meeting of 
the year in December, the new Board Members will be sworn in by Kelly Tarla.   
 
Our next meeting is October 14, 2025, the second Tuesday of the month. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 4:10 p.m. 
Minutes submitted by the Recording Secretary, April Cothran 
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