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Highland Lakes Master Gardener Association 
Burnet Agrilife Building 

General Meeting  
January 13, 2026 

 
Present: In person 57/Guest 1/via Zoom 18 
 
Proceedings: 
Meeting called to order at 2:04 p.m. by Kerry Nyquist, President. 
 
Kerry welcomed everyone with Happy New Year!  He announced Julia McComas 
was passing out seeds to start for the Garden and that dues were being collected at 
the check-in table.  Additionally, Zoom was not ready due to a technical error.  He 
proceeded to distribute badges to the following: 
 
Gail Morrison    Robin Young  500+ hours 
Denise Lowrey    Marsha Whatley 500+ hours 
Kathy Sereno  250+ hours  Mina Rueffer  1000+ hours 
Sam Shive   250+ hours  Lida Woodull  1000+ hours 
Kristin Risberg  250+ hours  Chris Northrup 1000+ hours 
Joan Altobelli   250+ hours  Dana Tiller  Not Present 
Sandy Troxell Not Present 
 
Kerry called Penny McCullough to the podium.  She introduced our speaker Reno 
Lamb.  He presented “Can Rainwater save your life?” 
 
Break at 3:15 
Meeting called back to order at 3:36 p.m. 
 
December Meeting Minutes were approved as emailed and posted online.   
December Financials were approved as emailed and posted online. 

Celia Manlove, the outgoing Treasurer, presented the Treasurer Report from 
December with a brief 2025 summary. She shared that 2025 ended in a strong 
financial condition with expenses under budget.  She mentioned that the Edward 
Jones Investment returned 4.21% for the year.  The year-end cash position is 
approximately $56,900.00 with over $16,000.00 restricted for use at The Garden in 
Marble Falls.   
 
MOTION to approve the 2026 Proposed Budget was made by Joan Altobelli and 
seconded by Roxanne Dunegan, none were opposed. 
 
Kerry thanked Celia for her work on the budget.  He added the dues final day is 
January 31, 2025.  He mentioned that after the 31st, we file a report and pay dues to 
the Texas Master Gardener Association.  Additionally, he added that the Square 
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payment fee went up for people paying dues online.  He said that background 
checks were due and Kelly Tarla is the person to talk to if there are questions. 
 
Committee Updates 
Certification Class – Joan Altobelli shared that she will be on KBEY.  They will 
interview her.  She shared that the class is 6 students and will meet in the classroom.   
She mentioned that the class is ordering t-shirts and offered the shirts to the 
membership to enable the pricing to be reasonable. 
 
Project Evaluation Team (PET) – Contact Lynn Mefford if you are interested in 
serving on the PET Committee.  The Committee meets August to October working 
to approve Master Gardener Projects. 
 
Financial Audit – Gary Hoffman and Doug McCoy completed the 2025 Audit. There 
were no issues. 
 
Membership Committee – Carolyn Stephens requested that members pay their dues 
and reminded everyone to start logging hours 
 
Awards Committee – Kerry shared that he would like to put an award committee 
together to recognize members at the state level.   
 
Scholarship Committee – Lida Woodul requested another member or two that would 
serve on the Scholarship Committee.  The position requires work days in April and 
May. 
 
Project Updates 
Lawn and Garden Show –- Roxanne Dunegan reported that she started the 
advertising campaign in September with Victory Media.  The information will be on 
KBEY, as well.  She asked the membership to post the flyers on social media.  She 
shared that at this time the booths are half filled.  Connie Stein has taken over 
organizing the vendors.  Google forms will be used by Connie to keep everything 
organized.  Lorna Bernhard and Colleen Catlett will be coordinating the silent 
auction.  Lorna asked that the membership donate items and baskets for the silent 
auction.  Colleen added that she would be happy to meet anyone or even pick up 
items for the auction as well as help with approaching businesses in our area.  She 
said sharing what Master Gardeners do and who we are helps when asking 
businesses for donations.  She asked that the donations be at least $25.00.   
Roxanne shared that the 2026 quilt has brought in $693.00.  The ladies are working 
on the new quilt. It will be a queen size log cabin design.  The 2027 quilt will be 
finished in April and ready to show at the upcoming Farmers and Craft Market. 
The Lawn and Garden Show will be March 28, 2026. The volunteer sheet will be at 
the February Meeting. 
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The Garden – Julia McComas asked everyone to plant seeds for The Garden. The 
Garden grew and harvested 5,200 pounds of produce for 2025 from 10,000 square 
feet. 
 
King’s Garden – Marylynne Norman invited everyone to come out and volunteer.  
The King’s Garden produced 7,285 pounds from 11,000 square feet last year.   
 
The Digit – Marylynne Norman shared that she will be meeting with Gulay Akkus-
Nart and Weihong Kronfield.  They are taking over the production of The Digit and 
will be requesting content for the February issue.   
 
Mustang Ace – Debbie Sayre mentioned that Spicewood area members will plan the 
meeting schedule for the semester.  The Mustang Ace program will meet on 
Tuesdays or Thursdays.  If anyone would like to be a presenter with a 30 minute talk 
or just help out, email her.  They have about 16 beds that they plant with the kids. 
Kerry requested pictures for the website and that a tab on the website will be 
included for the project soon. 
 
Oaks Nursing Home (AVIR) – Kerry shared that AVIR of Burnet bought the Oaks 
Nursing Home.  The name will be changing, but it will remain the courtyard and a 
Monarch Way Station.  Ann McClanahan will be serving as a Co-Chair.  If you are 
interested in helping out at the Oaks Nursing Home, please contact Ann.  He asked 
that we wish Ingrid Hoffmeister well when we see her.   
 
Seed Library – Samantha Melvin asked that we save our seeds. Backbone Nursery 
donated and Lowe’s donated seeds.  Kerry shared that we should report seeds that 
we receive in the mail that we did not order to the Agricultural Commissioner.   
 
Green Thumb – Sherry Ytreeide thanked Connie Stein for serving with her and 
Jana Barner.  She shared that there is a position available and asked that anyone 
interested in joining them come and talk to her.  She shared that they do 8 
presentations each year and that it is a good opportunity for the community to see 
Master Gardeners.  Additionally, she added that if you would like to be a presenter, 
let her know.  They will be coming up with ideas for topics and would appreciate 
input from members. 
 
Virginie Lamb thanked the members for bringing refreshments. Lou Ann Raetz 
won the drawing for her Cinnamon Roll Cake.  She received an Angel Wing Begonia 
and Hand Cream. 
 
Members will receive one hour Advanced Training (AT) for today’s presentation. 
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Our next meeting will be Monday, February 9, 2026 at 2:00 p.m. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 5:34 p.m. 
Minutes submitted by the Recording Secretary, April Cothran 
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