
Highland Lakes Master Gardener Association 
Burnet Agrilife Building and via Zoom 

General Meeting 
February 9, 2026 

 
Present:  In person 56/Guest 0/via Zoom 18 
 
Proceedings: Meeting called to order at 2:07 p.m. by Kerry Nyquist, President. 
 
Penny McCullough introduced our speaker, The Honorable Judge Bryan Wilson. He presented 
“Fruit, Pecans and Vegetables.” 
 
Break at 2:59 p.m. 
Meeting called back to order at 3:26 p.m. 
 
January meeting minutes were approved as emailed and posted online. 
January Financials were approved as emailed and posted online. 
 
Kerry started by welcoming every one, then reminding members that the March, April and June 
meetings are on different days of the week, not Tuesday. He mentioned that 1 AT hour is approved 
for todays Advanced Training. 
 
Brenda Goble shared that the financials are good.  She thanked Celia for the help with the transition.  
Kerry added that a donation (given specifically for use in The Garden located behind the Episcopal 
Church in Marble Falls) of $15,000.00 came in from a philanthropic trust that wished to remain 
anonymous. 
Brenda also invited those that are interested to make labels for the Middle School Greenhouse to see 
her before they leave. 
 
Members recommended Lavona Fry for Emeritus status due to her dedication to Master Gardeners 
and the community over the years.  The Board approved the nomination. In addition to starting 
many projects and volunteering over 6,000 hours, she was 2010 Master Gardener of the Year for the 
entire State of Texas. 
 
MOTION to elect Lavona Fry Emeritus status was made by Samantha Melvin and seconded by 
Samm Shive.  All were in favor with none opposed. 
 
Projects 
Burnet Middle School Greenhouse – Carolyn Crouchet spoke about the March 10, 2026 Plant Sale.  
She thanked Brenda Goble for her help organizing volunteers and plant labels. Carolyn mentioned 
that they have more plants (including succulents and possibly milkweed) than they have ever had.  
They need boxes and can always use more plant pots.  
 
Kerry mentioned that we have three new transfers to our membership – Donna Dashman from 
Hamilton County, Marci Wynn from Hays County and Christine Fakhri from Montgomery County.   
A butterfly house was presented for remodeling and possible use in the silent auction at the 
upcoming Lawn and Garden Show. 
 
The Garden – David Waldo asked for volunteers to help in the garden on February 20 for the Rick 
Edward’s Day of Service.  It is a really big day to prepare the garden for spring.  The Garden is 
located behind the Episcopal Church in Marble Falls, Texas. 
 
Kings Garden - The garden is open Monday, Wednesday, and Friday beginning at 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.  
Come out to prep the beds and get potatoes ready to plant. The Kings Garden is located at the 
Kingsland Baptist Church, Kingsland, Texas. 



 
Mustang Ace – Debbie Sayre shared that they started last week.  The 15 children started diaries and 
planted about 100 seeds that were put in a grow tent. 
 
Lawn and Garden Show – Roxanne Dunegan announced that Connie Stein is handling vendor 
applications and t-shirt orders.  T-shirts are $11.00 and $13.00. They will be delivered at the March 
meeting.    
Lorna Bernard and Colleen Catlett are doing the silent auction. They thanked members for what is 
donated to date and offered to pick up donations or mentioned members can drop them off at 
Agrilife.  They will email the form that local merchants need for their tax purposes. 
Roxanne is looking for someone to lead a children’s booth. Val Klaudt previously ran the booth.  She 
also asked for four speakers from 10:00 to 12:00 and some later in the afternoon.  She suggested the 
topic be Top 10 of any of your garden favorites.  The booths are sold out and she added that most 
people want to be inside. 
The County Fair is June 12-13, 2026 and two days before that for registration.  A Volunteer sheet 
will be available at the April and May meeting. 
Kerry added that he would like to see the Lawn and Garden Show on the Chamber of Commerce 
calendar. 
 
Farmers and Craft Market – Patty Young reminded everyone that the Farmers and Craft Market is 
April 18 through November 21, 2026.  She asked for volunteers.   
 
Kerry mentioned that the new membership cards will be distributed to members at the next meeting.  
 
Committee Updates 
Green Thumb – Sherry Ytreeide shared that Kathy Forisha will be joining she and Jana Barner.  
Additionally, the first Green Thumb will be at the Kingsland Library. The topic is “Backyard 
Vegetable Gardening, Growing Vegetables from Seed to Harvest” on March 19, 2026 presented by 
Keith Atwood.  She thanked Samantha for posting it to the website and also Gulay Akkus-Nart and 
Weihong Kronfield for posting to The Digit. 
 
Certification Class – Joan Altobelli mentioned that there are 18 applicants.  She reminded everyone 
to plant some seeds for the class plant sale for the Lawn and Garden Show.  The propagation class is 
on March 3, 2026 at Diana Castello’s home.  Virginie Lamb is going to teach the class.   
 
Scholarship Committee – Lida Woodul reported that she has two new committee members Linda 
Stoneking and Celia Manlove.  The committee is getting started and will update soon. 
 
Awards Committee - Kerry shared that he is getting this new committee going.  It’s a great 
opportunity to let the State know what we are doing by nominating members for awards.   
The deadline is in March. 
 
Agrilife Building Committee – Kerry mentioned that the front of the Agrilife Building needs 
beautification and there is also a need to answer calls occasionally.  Contact Kerry if you are 
interested in leading this committee. 
 
Kerry thanked Virginie Lamb for coordinating the refreshments.  Jeanne Valenta won the drawing 
for this month. Kerry reminded everyone that the next meeting is Monday, March 9, 2026.  
 
Meeting Adjourned 4:13 p.m. 
Minutes submitted by the Recording Secretary, April Cothran. 
 
 
 
 
 


